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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Before we had GPS traveling to a place where we did 
not know how to get to was sometimes difficult.  I 
remember many times asking someone how to get to 
a certain place and they would give you directions like 
it is impossible to miss, but guess what, you 
sometimes would miss it.  As you are supposed to be 
nearing the place you come to the conclusion that you 
really do not know where you are.  You might even 
say that you were lost.  All of a sudden you come to a 
fork in the road.  Which way, to the right or to the left?  
You really don’t know which way to chose.  Going 
right might help you get where you are going or it 
could cause you to be even more lost than you 
already are.  But as hard as it is, you have to choose.  
You just can’t sit there forever. 
 
As we look back on our lives, we can see that most of 
what we are is the result of decisions we made at the 
forks of the roads of our lives.  There have been many 
of them.  A career is a fork in the road.  What will we 
do with our lives?  To choose one career means that 
we did not choose a different one.  Marriage is a fork 
in the road.  To be married or not to be married, each 
has its advantages and maybe disadvantages.  To 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, this is a 
fork in the road.  Will we live as a Christian or not?  
We can’t have it both ways, we must choose.  Life is 
full of those choices.   
 
How many times in our lives have we wished we 
could go back to one of those choices and make a 
different decision?  To take a different way.  But we 
can’t, it’s too late.  We chose, and we have to go 
down that road, we have to live with the 
consequences of our decisions.  We are what we are 
today because of the decisions that we made 
yesterday.   
 
The same was true for Christ.  Before Jesus could 
rise from the grave Jesus had to choose to do a lot of 
things.  He had to choose to go toward Jerusalem.  
He knew what going to Jerusalem would mean.  He 
knew what awaited Him there when He got there.  He 
knew the trouble that He would face.  He knew that if 
He went to Jerusalem He would die.  He had to 
choose whether to go to Jerusalem or not.   
 
Luke 9:51 tells us He set his face to go to Jerusalem.  
In other words, He made a decision that was a major 
decision for Him.  He would go to Jerusalem to die; 

and once He made that decision He would not turn 
back.  Someone might ask why He made that 
decision.  And the answer would be He made that 
decision for you and me.  He did it to help us, to give 
everyone of us a chance to become the kind of 
people we ought to be.  Jesus made that decision for 
several reasons.  First, Jesus made that decision so 
that we might be able to have forgiveness of our sins.  
 
When Jesus went to Jerusalem He went to deal with 
the poison of sin that was loose in the world.  That 
poison was brought to this world by human beings 
disobeying God.  We had rebelled against God.  And 
the punishment for that sin is death [Romans 6:23] 
 
Once sin entered into the world it became like a 
cancer eating away at us.  Sin destroys us a little at a 
time.  It keeps us from being all we can be.  It keeps 
us from having fellowship with God.  It keeps us from 
loving as we should.  It keeps us from being as good 
as we should.  It keeps us from knowing right from 
wrong like we should.  Sin eats away at our spirits.  It 
is a spiritual cancer that if not treated will one day 
consume us. 
 
The thing about sin is that by ourselves we can’t do 
anything about it.  We try to deal with it by ourselves 
and nothing seems to work.  Sin holds a death grip on 
us and by ourselves we cannot get rid of it.  Jesus 
chose to go to Jerusalem so that we might have a 
way to get rid of our sin.  He climbed upon an old 
rugged cross to take away the power of sin over our 
lives.  He died for me and for you so we might have a 
cure of that spiritual cancer.  He had our sin placed 
upon Him and He defeated it.   
 
Jesus brings to us the cure for our sin.  He offers 
forgiveness to anyone that will ask for it.  He will 
forgive us.  Now that doesn’t mean that it will remove 
all the scars and the pain from our lives.  We will have 
to wrestle with sin everyday. But by the sacrificial act 
of Jesus it cannot claim us as victims in the end if we 
hold on to Jesus. 
 
Jesus also made that decision to show us what God 
is like.   When Jesus went to Jerusalem to die He 
opened up the heart of God so all could see.  Jesus 
showed us what God really thinks of us.  Think of all 
the suffering and pain that Jesus went through on the 
cross.  Why would Jesus go through all that -  the only 
reason is because He really cares for you and me.  
He must really love us if He was willing to go through 



 

all that.  That might not seem like much of a radical 
view to you, but to many it is something that is hard to 
understand.  So many people in this world really do 
not know what love really is.  
 
They do not understand how someone could love 
them so much that He would be willing to give up 
everything for them.  But Jesus taught us that God 
really loves us. 
 
He taught us that God was on our side.  Many people 
are suspicious of God. Down through the years 
people have questioned God.  They question why so 
many bad things happen.  They question why they 
have to go through so much in this life.  Many people 
believe that they have to go through all this because 
God does not care about them.  But to get the answer 
all we have to do is look at what Christ did for us on 
Calvary to find out that God is really on our side.  He 
cares for us. 
 
Not only is He on our side, but He understands what 
we are going through.  At the cross Jesus faced our 
experiences: loneliness, suffering, rejection, inward 
despair, and death itself.  He faced it and He knows it.  
He understands it.  God loved us enough to come in 
the midst of our experiences and help us to triumph 
over them.   
 
 A man got word that his son was killed in the war, 
and in anger and grief, he ran out of his house and 
over to the pastor’s house.  Running into the pastor’s 
study he grabbed the pastor by the shoulders and 
cried, “Where was God when my son was killed?”  
The pastor slowly answered him, “The same place He 
was when He watched His son being killed.” God 
understands what we go through.  God cares what we 
go through.  God really loves us. 
 
Jesus also made that decision to show us what 
service really is.  Jesus Christ came to teach us how 
to live. When He climbed up on the cross He gave us 
the key to life.  The key is not in getting, but in giving. 
It is not in being served, but in serving.  It is not in 
amassing great amounts, but in sharing.  It is not in 
finding life, it is in losing it.  It is not in a crown but in a 
cross. 
 
Most people do not understand this.  They believe 
that life is found in power, in material goods, and 
wealth.  Most people believe that we find true 
happiness and fulfillment to life with the more we get.  
But Jesus taught us that we find our lives by giving 
them away - by serving others and serving God.  The 
greatest power we can have is the opportunity to 
serve other people.  The greatest possession that we 
have is the love that we can give away.  If we want to 
really enjoy life and have it more abundantly, then we 

must give it away.  Jesus taught us that giving life 
away is the way to gain it. 
 
How have we given our lives away?  Are we willing to 
serve others?  Are we will into make the sacrifice of 
giving our time and talents to do service for the Lord?  
Will we take the responsibility upon ourselves to be 
involved in the work of building the kingdom?  To 
stand for what is right and wrong?  Are we doing what 
we can to help others? 
 
Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem, and He went.  
He died .. For us -- to bring us forgiveness from our 
sins, to show us that He loves us and to give us the 
key to life and happiness. 
 
As we walk through this Lenten season, we need to 
take a closer look at what it cost to bring us Easter.  
May we examine ourselves and may we prepare 
ourselves to celebrate all that Jesus did for us.  
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we celebrate the love 
of God for the world and as we continually tell those 
who don’t know about God’s great salvation.  Be 
blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 
 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on Monday 
March 4

th
.  Please plan to come and help us worship the 

Lord with the residents of Ayden Court.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held Sunday 
Night March 3rd at 6:00. The District Laymen’s League 
meeting will be held Monday March 4 at the Hugo FWB 
Church. The van will leave at 6:00.  We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  
 

VIP’S FOR FEBRUARY 
 
February 3 – Barbara Burke 
February 10 – Pat & BT Chappell 
February 17 – Jean Dawson 
February 24 – Christine Clark 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on March 17th.  SNO 
can be an important ministry to our church and 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
participate that evening. 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Greetings, church family!  I hope y’all are staying 
warm and dry during this very confusing winter.  I 
don’t mind the cold, but I sure wish the weather would 
just pick a season and stick with it.  I guess that’s 
North Carolina, though, isn’t it? 
 
I’m so excited about what we have coming up for our 
young people.  First on my mind is D-Now, which is 
only a month away.  This event has the capacity to be 
a real life-changing experience for our teens, but only 
if we as a church family come alongside them and 
support them.  There will be needs to cook, to drive, 
to supply snacks, to pray, to take pictures, and so 
much more.  Please be in prayer for how you can 
serve our young people during that event. 
 
Of course, there is more on the horizon, too.  We had 
our first camp planning meeting, and I’m already 
looking forward to everything that God is going to do 
during that week.  We also have Holy Week and 
Easter in April, the Youth convention in May, MEGA 
Sports Camp in June, and VBS and the Belize 
mission trip in July.   
 
Our theme this year is “Serving is our Calling.”  We 
are called to serve.  Serve God; serve the church; 
serve your neighbor; serve your community; serve the 
world.  God has set aside things for us to do and 
given us so many great opportunities.  I urge you to 
seek out where he is calling you to love and to serve. 

 

Travis 
 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30. 
We will also practice on Sunday evening at 4:30 on 
March 3rd, March  10th, March 17th and March 31st.    
 
 

LAYMEN’S PANCAKE FUNDRAISER 
 

On Friday night March 15th and Saturday morning 
March 16th the Laymen will have their annual 
Pancake fundraiser.  The tickets will be $7.00.  The 
Laymen use the proceeds to help people and the 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
support this event.  Please see Mr. Bill Jones or call 
the church office for more details and to get tickets. 
 

WEDDING SHOWER 
 
There will be a wedding shower for Mary Ellen 
Burney and Rob Collins on Sunday March 31st from 
2:00 until 3:30 in the Family Life Center.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
We would like to thank everyone who made our 
Sunday School month a success.  We also 
encourage everyone to continue to participate in 
our Sunday School ministry. 

 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on March  
24. Eat in or take out service will be provided after 
the morning worship service.  The menu will include 
turkey or ham mashed potatoes, vegetables and 
dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per person.  
Remember that the café revenue is used to help 
fund mission trips. Please come out and enjoy a 
good meal and help support missions.   

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
The Ladies Auxiliary would like to thank all those 
who helped to make our first “Soup-er Bowl 
Luncheon” a success.  We are very pleased with 
the funds that we now have in our budget to 
support our ministries of missions and 
benevolence.  Many hands came together in many 
different ways to help with the success of this 
event.  Again, thank you.  We look forward to 
“Soup-er Bowl Luncheon 2020.” 
 
The March 3rd Ladies Auxiliary will feature a 
documentary entitled “Pray the Devil Back to Hell.” 
It tells the story of how thousands of women from 
Liberia, both Christian and Muslim used nonviolent 
protests to help end the bloody civil war in 2003 
that killed over 200,000 people. Please join us.  
You will receive a blessing.   

 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
begins Sunday, March 10.  

Don’t forget to set your 
clocks FORWARD one hour. 

 
 
 



 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for all the cards, gifts, support 
and prayers during the Christmas Season. Thank 
you to the entire Church family for your continuing 
prayers and to all the groups who sent gifts. You 
are such a special group of people that God has 
blessed us with. We love and cherish each and 
every one of you. Thank You Again! 
 
Thanking you for your kindness and thanking God 
for you 
Love the Boseman Family  
 
 
 
Elm Grove Church and Pastor Baggett, 
 
Blessed are the givers… 
And grateful are the receivers.  
 
Thank you so much! 
Pitt County Pacers 

 
 

LEAVES GIVEN IN FEBRUARY 
 

In loving memory of Tommy George R. Creech by 
James & Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
In loving memory of Vernice B. Hudson by James & 
Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
In loving memory of Kenneth C. Snow by James & 
Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
 

MARCH IS MISSIONS MONTH 
 
During the month of March we will put special 
emphasis on missions.  Each week we will strive to 
do something to highlight missions.  Rev. Harold 
Jones will be our guest on Sunday March 3rd.  
During the Sunday School hour, all adult classes 
will meet in the sanctuary and Mr. Harold will be 
presenting a slide show on the different mission 
points around the world. Our annual Mission 
Offering will be taken up March 24th during the 
morning worship service. Please begin praying 
about the offering and asking God what He would 
desire for you to give that day to see His work done 
throughout the world.   
 
 

LENT 
 
Wednesday March 6th is Ash Wednesday, which 
marks the beginning of the Lenten Season.  (That 
night we will have our annual Ash Wednesday 
service at 7:00.)  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
word which means spring. Originally Lent was a 
time to prepare new converts for baptism on 
Easter. They were taught the Gospel message and 
the Lord’s Prayer. They prayed, fasted, and did 
penance. Eventually, Lent became a time of 
reflection and self-examination for all Christians. 
Lent is the forty days before Easter (except 
Sundays). Sunday is considered a celebration of 
Jesus’ victory over sin and death and should be 
remembered as a day of joy and rejoicing.     
 
May we use this Lenten season to reflect on who 
we are, draw close to God, hold fast to our faith, 
love and do good one to another, come together to 
worship the Lord, and go and tell others of God’s 
goodness as we prepare ourselves for the 
celebration of the Holy Week and Easter. 

 
CHURCH BUDGET 

 
The Finance Committee will soon begin working 
on the 2019-2020 church budget. All boards, 
committees and individuals who would like to 
make a suggestion to the finance committee need 
to put it in writing and turn it into the church office 
or give it to one of the finance committee members 
by March 3rd. The finance committee consists of: 
Paul Russell [chairman], Nathan Pipkin, Peggy 
McCarter, Peggy Webber and Christine Clark. 

 
LADIES TEA 

 
We are bringing out the fine china and linens and 
decorating the Family Life Center for our eighth 
annual Ladies’ Tea. This luncheon will be Saturday, 
March 9th beginning at 11:00. Tickets are $15.00 
per person. The menu will include a cold plate of 
chicken salad, ½ pimento cheese sandwich, pasta 
salad and fruit salad along with dessert. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to have a mother-daughter 
outing or a girl’s day out, or just lady friends getting 
together. Our speaker this year will be Mrs. Beverly 
Craft.  This fundraiser will support our mission trip 
to Belize. It will be a time of great fellowship and a 
wonderful way to support our young people. Invite 
all your lady friends and family!!  We look forward to 
sharing tea and lunch with you on March 9th.  For 
more information and tickets call the church office,  
Mrs. Debra Baggett or the pastor. 
 



 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

               
March 2 – LIFE Conference 
March 3 – Mr. Harold Jones will be our special guest 
March 4 – Ayden Court 
March 4 – District Laymen’s League 
March 5 – Prime timers Trip to The Fountains of the Albemarle 
March 6 – Ash Wednesday 
March 9 – Ladies Tea 
March 10 – Daylight Saving Time Begins 
March 11 – Deacons’ meeting 
March 15 -16 – Laymen’s Pancake Fundraiser 
March 17 – SNO 
March 24 – Telethon Offering 
March 31 – Wedding Shower  
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Wednesday Night Meals 
March 6 – Chicken Tenders 
March 13 - Tacos 
March 20– Soup 
March 27 – Spaghetti 


