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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

During the last month or so we have been looking at the 
idea of serving.  Our theme this year is “Serving is our 
calling” and we have been discovering different aspects 
on how God desires us to serve Him and others.   
 
If one would do a study of the Gospel of Mark they would 
discover that a theme throughout the Gospel of Mark is 
the "Servanthood of Christ" Mark quickly moves to this 
theme in the very first chapter.  In eight brief verses he 
passes over thirty years of our Lord's life. In seven more 
verses Mark records the baptism and temptation 
experiences of Christ. By verse 16 Jesus is busy 
recruiting disciples. 
 
Then Mark quickly moves to his first recorded act of 
Christ's unselfish service. Before Mark concludes his first 
chapter, he has reported four miracles and portrayed 
Christ in the role of an unselfish servant. This is a 
wonderful picture of Jesus because He is a servant of 
all. 
 
As we look at the gospel of Mark we can discover some 
very important truths about unselfish service." First, we 
see that the joy of unselfish service is the joy of making 
life better for others (Mark 1:33-34).  After healing the 
man with the unclean spirit (Mark 1:23) and curing 
Peter's mother-in-law of her fever (v. 30), Christ 
continued to make life better for others. No doubt Peter's 
home was well known and scores of people knew of 
Peter's mother-in-law’s illness. It was not hard to 
imagine the excitement throughout the city as the people 
discussed what was taking place right in their own 
neighborhood. What a compliment is paid to our Lord 
that the people believed He had the power and the 
willingness to heal their diseases and to relieve their 
distresses. What hope and joy must have been theirs 
just to know that Christ had come to make life better for 
others!  Mark records the wonderful works of Christ and 
allows them to testify of His deity. Only God through 
such unselfish service could make life better for others! 
 
Nineteen miracles of Christ are recorded in this brief 
book, all of which demonstrate the joy Christ received 
from making life better for the people around Him. In 
eight of these miracles He made life better for others by 
healing; in five, by proving his power over nature; in four, 
by making life better for others by casting out demons, 
and in two, by reversing the process of death.  
 
In Chapter 2 of Mark we see Jesus being concerned 
about a single life.  Jesus always put people above 
programs. News of Christ's coming to Capernaum had 

spread like wildfire. When the word got out that Christ 
was there, in no time a crowd had filled the house where 
Jesus was. The doorway was jammed, and people even 
blocked the windows. They had come to see and hear 
Jesus. And so "he preached the word unto them" (2:2). 
 
While Jesus was speaking, one solitary human need 
arose, a young man, too ill even to walk, was carried by 
four friends to see Jesus, Unable to press through the 
crowd, the ingenious four went up the outside stairway to 
the roof. They removed a portion of the roof and lowered 
their helpless friend into Jesus' presence. Immediately 
Jesus interrupted the "worship service," turned from the 
crowds, and focused His attention on this one needy 
man. In so doing, He was saying, "People are more 
important than programs. One lonely sinner is more 
important than a series of sermons," 
 
Paul echoed the same conviction when he wrote, 
"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels 
and have not love, I am became as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal." We prove our love for others, not 
through public proclamation, but through personal and 
unselfish service. Otherwise, teaching or preaching or 
any other avenue of service can be little more than a 
spiritual ego trip. The joy of unselfish service is the joy of 
making life better for others by putting people above 
programs. 
 
Jesus also dealt with people’s most basic need. To the 
surprise of all, Jesus said nothing about paralysis. 
Instead, he said, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee". Why 
did Jesus speak of sins rather than the man's physical 
condition?   Because the man's greatest need was 
spiritual healing. If Christ had healed only this man's 
body and not his soul, in time he would die-then what? 
This man's most basic need in this life and in the life to 
come was met when Jesus said, "Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee." 
 
We can also discover in Mark that the joy of unselfish 
service is the joy of living before you die. "For 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it" (see Mark 8:35). A very wise man 
once said, "Fear this: That you might die before you 
live."  And you only really live when you lose yourself in 
unselfish service to others.   
 
Some things are lost by being kept and saved by being 
used. A talent is like that. If used, it will develop into 
something much greater. If it is not used, it will be lost. 
 
In the fourth century there was a monk in the East 
named Telemachus who made a visit to Rome. A 
Roman general, Stilicho, returned from a victory over the 



 

Goths. As a part of the celebration, gladiator games 
were held.  No longer did Christians have to fight. 
Instead, those captured in war had to fight to the death.  
Telemachus leaped over the barrier, still in his hermit's 
robes, and positioned himself between the gladiators. 
The crowds threw stones at him. "Let the games go on," 
the commander of the games ordered. A gladiator's 
sword struck Telemachus, and he fell dead on the floor 
of the Coliseum. The crowd suddenly fell silent. The 
people were shocked that a holy man should have been 
killed in such a way. The games ended abruptly that day 
- never to be held again! By losing his life, Telemachus 
ended the games and saved countless lives. He lived 
more during those brief moments between the two 
gladiators than he had lived all his years in the desert. 
Telemachus experienced the joy of living before he died! 
 
We also can learn that the joy of unselfish service is the 
joy of drawing attention to our heavenly Father. 
 
Going back to the story of Jesus healing the young man 
we discover that Jesus did not heal this man or forgive 
his sins to draw attention to Himself. Rather, the purpose 
of His unselfish service was to draw attention to His 
heavenly Father.  He was successful in attaining his 
purpose because the crowd, amazed at what Christ had 
done, gave glory to God. 
 
In a time when it is so difficult to draw people's attention 
to our heavenly Father, there is no better way than the 
way of unselfish service. With so many people interested 
only in self, only in accumulating and keeping, it is a 
refreshing experience indeed for someone to see you 
busily involved in unselfish service.  
 
Like your Savior, we need to make a difference by 
serving.  An amazed world will see your good works and 
will glorify your Father who is in heaven. As was the 
experience of those early disciples who lost themselves 
in unselfish service, it can be said of you, "They took 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus." If 
this is done, the mission of our unselfish service will be 
accomplished! 
 
I wonder if you have discovered the joy of unselfish 
service? If not, this joy can be yours today. Our Lord 
promised, "Whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall find it." 
 
When you lose your life in unselfish service, you will 
discover the joy of making life better for others, the joy of 
living before you die, and the joy of drawing attention to 
our heavenly Father. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we serve the Lord and 
others.  Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 

 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

The year is blowing by.  I can’t believe it’s already 
May!  I hope you’re looking forward to all the things 
our children and youth have coming up this 
summer, because I certainly am, and they’re just 
around the corner. 
 
Our biggest event this month is the annual youth 
conference in Mount Olive.  While it’s too late to 
preorder shirts for the event, you can still sign up 
until next Wednesday, May 8.  It’s going to be a 
great chance for our young people to worship with 
their peers and light a fire in their souls as we move 
into the busy summer months.  Adults, please pray 
for our young people as God is working in their 
lives. 
 
As we look ahead to the rest of the summer, I also 
want to remind people about other upcoming 
events.  MEGA Sports Camp is in June, and July 
includes Cragmont, VBS, and our mission trip to 
Belize.  And of course we have our Day Camps 
each month of the summer, as well. 
 
Adults, as we prepare for all these activities this 
coming year, I urge you to think about how you can 
pour into the lives of our children and youth.  They 
need mentors, friends, and family members who 
love them and will invest in them.  Please pray that 
God will reveal where He’s calling you to serve.  
Maybe it’s going to camp.  Maybe it’s attending 
Wednesday night services as a volunteer or 
teacher.  Maybe it’s just picking a kid to take out for 
ice cream once a month and show an interest.  Mr. 
Frankie preached about serving, and this mission 
field is in desperate need of laborers.  Don’t wait to 
be asked; don’t brush it off as someone else’s job.  
God has a special ministry set aside for you.  What 
is it? 

 

Travis 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday May 6th.  Please plan to come and help us 
worship the Lord with the residents of Ayden Court.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday Night June 2nd at 6:00. We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  



 

VIP’S FOR APRIL 
 
April 7 – Disciple Now Participants 
April 14 – Mary & Harold Norris 
April 21 – Jack & Jane Raines 
April 28 – Jeanette & Gerald Pierce 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on May 19th.  SNO 
can be an important ministry to our church and 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
participate that evening. 
 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30. 
We will also practice on Sunday evening at 4:30 on 
May 19th  
   

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on May 19. 
Eat in or take out service will be provided after the 
morning worship service.  The menu will include 
hamburger steak, mashed potatoes, vegetables 
and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per person.  
Remember that the café revenue is used to help 
fund mission trips. Please come out and enjoy a 
good meal and help support missions.   
 

96TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
 
The family of Bessie Herchenbach invites you to 
join us in celebrating Bessie’s 96th birthday on May 
20th immediately following the It Doesn’t Matter 
Café (approximately 11:45) for cake and ice 
cream.   
 
No gifts please. If you wish to honor Mrs. Bessie, 
please make a donation to Elm Grove Free Will 
Baptist Church. We look forward to you helping us 
celebrate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ELM GROVE SHIRTS 
 

We will be ordering shirts sporting our church logo 
in the near future.  You have the possibility of short-
sleeve polos, ladies shirts and t-shirts.  Check out 
the flyer and order form in the vestibule to sign up, 
The last day to order will be May 19th. 

 
NEW MEMBER 

 
We are happy to welcome Chris Hahn, Molly 
Mitchell, Ian Hart and Dalton Adams to our church 
family. 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
The Ladies Auxiliary will have a Mother’s Day Cake 
Fundraiser to support the Lucille Briley 
Benevolence Fund. Cake choices are Red Velvet, 
Lucille Briley Pineapple Cake, Sour Cream 
Coconut, and Yellow cake with Chocolate Icing. 
Order forms are in your mailbox.  Thank you in 
advance for your support. 
 
Please join us at the June 2nd meeting. As a follow 
up to the documentary we recently watched, we will 
be learning about the life lessons that the book of 
Esther has for us.  Come……and receive a 
blessing.  

 

 
 
Our 2019 VBS theme this year is Roar!: Life is wild, 
God is Good”. This 5 day VBS experience will help 
everyone explore God’s goodness and celebrate a 
ferocious faith that powers them through the wild 
life. 
 
Bible School will be held Monday July 15h through 
Friday July 19th.. Our Commencement and family 
day will be held on July 21st.  We will be having 
Prop Shops on June 24 and July 9 beginning at 
9:00. Anyone who can help would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
THANK YOU 

 
Elm Grove Church, 
 
First and foremost, I’d like to thank you for your 
contribution towards the conference. Thank you for 
believing in God and therefore believing in us. This 
conference has touched my heart in an 
unimaginable way. I went to this conference 
believing in God for restoration and healing. During 
worship I felt His presence and began to worship 
like I’ve never done before. A weight has been lifted 
and chains have been broken and I thank God and 
Elm Grove Church for providing me with the 
opportunity.  
 
The way God reached out and embraced me is the 
same way I want to reach others. This has been life 
changing, literally and I can’t thank you all enough! 
I pray that God will continue to bless Elm Grove 
Church just as you have blessed others. 
 
Devon & Alyssa Patterson 
Every Nation (ECU Ministry) 
 

THANK YOU—THANK YOU—THANK--YOU 
 
The Spaghetti Sauce was wonderful & delicious 
too! I used it Sunday, March 17, for our after 
Church Service lunch, everyone wanted the recipe; 
however, I told them it was a secret sauce, 
“prepared and blessed, by Rev. Dr. Baggett” from 
Elm Grove FWB Church!!! 
 
Thank you again for the left-over BBQ sauce from 
the AG chicken plate sale, I have personally 
enjoyed that sauce as well. 
 
The AG Charger Athletic Club, also Thanks all that 
helped with the Chicken Plate Sale. You Elm Grove 
folks surely know a thing or two about serving the 
community. Thanks again for your help and 
hospitality. 
 
God Bless, 
Linda Warren 

 
END OF SCHOOL BASH 

 
On Wednesday night, June 5th we will have our 
end-of-school bash.  Supper will begin at 5:45.  At 
6:30 we will have a short devotion followed by 
water time outside.  Please plan to join us that 
evening for fun and fellowship. 
 

 
SUMMER CAMP 

 
This year our week of summer camp will be July 1st      
through July 6th.  All of our youth ages 7 to high 
school graduates are invited to attend.  Please see 
Mr. Travis, Mr. Frankie or the church office for the 
applications.  All applications need to be turned in 
by June 12.  We will be taking up a love offering at 
the end of the morning service on June 9th to help 
send our youth to camp. Please give as generously 
as possible. 

 

Our MEGA Sports camp this year will be held on 
June 17-20. (Notice this is Monday night through 
Thursday night.) The Theme will be 
“FUNdamentals”.  We need adults and teens to 
help with MEGA Sports Camp.  Join the MEGA 
Sports team by helping in the following areas:  
registration, head coaches, assistant coaches, and 
rally coaches (teaching short object lessons).  See 
Mr. Frankie, Mr. Travis or call the church office if 
you can help. 
 

CONVENTION OF ORIGINAL FREE WILL 
BAPTISTS 

 

On May 22nd the Convention of Original Free Will 
Baptists will convene at the University of Mount 
Olive for the 107th annual session of the 
convention. If you would like to go, please see the 
Pastor.   
 
This year the Convention Mission Rally will be held 
on Tuesday May 21st at 7:00 at the University of 
Mount Olive. The guest speaker will be Crocket 
Davidson.  Crocket is the church planting 
consultant with Stadia, an organization that helps 
churches and denominations plant churches 
throughout the world.  The bus/van will leave at 
5:30 from the church. Anyone who would like to 
attend is asked to sign up in the vestibule. 
 

DAY CAMPS 
 

We have scheduled three day camps for this 
summer on June 26, July 24 and August 14.  
Please look for more details in next month’s 
Messenger and Sunday bulletins. 
 

 



 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 

If you love children and love the Lord, serving 
in our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

               
May 1– No Ultimate Wednesday 
May 5 – Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
May 6 – Ayden Court 
May 6 – Deacons’ meeting 
May 9 – Athletic Banquet for Grifton School 
May 11 – Belize Mission Trip Meeting 
May 12 – Mother’s Day 
May 16 - Athletic Banquet for Ayden Middle  School  
May 17-19 – Youth Convention at UMO 
May 19 – It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 
May 19 – SNO 
May 21  - Mission Rally at UMO 
May 22 – Convention of OFWB 
May 27 – Memorial Day 
May 30 – Camp Counselors Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
E-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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Wednesday Night Meals 
May 1 – No Supper 
May 8 - Tacos 
May 15 – Breakfast foods 
May 22 - Ham 
May 29 – Chicken Tenders 


