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PASTOR’S NOTES 

Over the past few weeks in the morning worship 
services we have been talking about loving one 
another.  Jesus gave us a new commandment that 
we are to love one another as He has loved us.  
When the church begins to truly love people things 
happen.  Changes are made and people can really 
see the love of God flowing through our lives.  I 
found this story that points out what loving people 
will do. 
 
 There is a story told of an old monastery that had 
fallen upon hard times. It was once a great order, 
but as a result of waves of anti-monastic 
persecution in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries and the rise of secularism in the 
nineteenth, all its branch houses were lost and it 
had become decimated to the extent that there 
were only five monks left in the decaying mother 
house: the abbot and four others, all over seventy 
in age. Clearly it was a dying order. Things looked 
grim. 
 
In the deep woods surrounding the monastery there 
was a little hut that a rabbi from a nearby town 
occasionally used for a hermitage. Through their 
many years of prayer and contemplation the old 
monks had become a bit psychic, so they could 
always sense when the rabbi was in his hermitage. 
“The rabbi is in the woods, the rabbi is in the woods 
again,” they would whisper to each other. As he 
agonized over the imminent death of his order, it 
occurred to the abbot on one of those occasions to 
visit the hermitage and ask the rabbi if by some 
possible chance he could offer any advice that 
might save the monastery. 
 
The rabbi welcomed the abbot at his hut. But when 
the abbot explained the purpose of his visit, the 
rabbi could only commiserate him. “I know how it 
is,” he exclaimed. “The spirit has gone out of the 
people. It is the same in my town. Almost no one 
comes to the synagogue anymore.” So the old 
abbot and the old rabbi wept together. They talked 
for a short while and then the time came when the 
abbot had to leave. They embraced each other. “It 
has been a wonderful thing that we should meet 
after all these years,” the abbot said, “but I have still 
failed in my purpose for coming here. Is there 

nothing you can tell me, no piece of advice you can 
give me that would help me save my dying order?” 
 
“No, I am sorry,” the rabbi responded. I have no 
advice to give. The only thing I can tell you is that 
the Messiah is one of you.” 
 
When the abbot returned to the monastery his 
fellow monks gathered around him to ask, “Well, 
what did the rabbi say?” 
 
“He couldn’t help,” the abbot answered. “We just 
wept and read the Torah together. The only thing 
he did say, just as I was leaving – It was something 
cryptic – was that the Messiah is one of us. I don’t 
know what he meant.” 
 
In the days and weeks and months that followed, 
the old monks pondered this and wondered 
whether there was any possible significance to the 
rabbi’s words. The Messiah is one of us? Could he 
possibly have meant one of us monks here at the 
monastery? If that’s the case, which one? Do you 
suppose he meant the Father Abbot? He has been 
our leader for more that a generation. On the other 
hand, he might have meant Brother Thomas. 
Certainly Brother Thomas is a holy man. Everyone 
knows that Thomas is a man of light. Certainly he 
could not have meant Brother Eldred! Eldred gets 
so grumpy at times. But, come to think of it, even 
though he is a thorn in people’s sides, when you 
look back on it Eldred is virtually always right. Often 
very right. Maybe the rabbi did mean Brother 
Eldred. But surely not Brother Phillip. Phillip is so 
passive, a real nobody. But then, almost 
mysteriously, he has a gift for somehow always 
being there when you need him. He just magically 
appears by your side. Maybe Phillip is the Messiah. 
Of course, the rabbi didn’t mean me. He couldn’t 
possibly have meant me. I’m just so ordinary. Yet 
supposing he did? Suppose I am the Messiah? O 
God, not me. I couldn’t be that much for You, could 
I? 
 
As they each contemplated in this manner, the old 
monks began to treat one another with 
extraordinary love and respect on the off chance 
that one among them might be Messiah. And on 
the ‘off’, off chance that each monk himself might 



 

be the Messiah, they began to treat themselves 
with extraordinary love and respect. 
 
Because the forest in which it was situated was 
beautiful, it so happened that people still 
occasionally came to visit the monastery to picnic 
on its tiny lawn, to wander among some of its 
paths, even now and then they would go into the 
dilapidated buildings to meditate. As they did so, 
without even being conscious of it, they sensed this 
aura of extraordinary love and respect that now 
began to surround the five monks and seemed to 
radiate out from them and permeate the 
atmosphere of the place. There was something 
strangely attractive, even compelling, about it. 
 
Hardly knowing why, they began to come back to 
the monastery to picnic, to play, to pray. Its beauty 
drew them in. They began to bring their friends to 
show them this special place. And their friends 
brought their friends. 
 
Then it happened that some of the younger men 
who came to visit the monastery started to talk 
more and more with the old monks. After a while 
one asked if he could join them. Then another and 
another. So within a few years the monastery had 
once again become a thriving order and, thanks to 
the rabbi’s gift, a vibrant center of light and 
spirituality in the realm. 
 
When God’s people begin to truly love one another 
it spreads from one person to another.  May we 
show this kind of love for one another that others 
want to have what we have and be a part of what 
God is doing in our lives. May the Lord place a 
smile on your face and love and joy down deep in 
your heart as we come together to worship, praise 
Him and love one another. Be blessed and be a 
blessing!!!! 

 

                                     Pastor Baggett 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on May 20th at 6:00.  
SNO can be an important ministry to our church 
and community.  We encourage everyone to come 
and participate that evening. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 

 
We would like to thank everyone for their 
participation in the Blood Drive on April 22nd. 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Venue… photographer… caterer… family… Oh, 
hello!  I didn’t see you there.  I was just going over 
the checklist for my wedding.  As I’m sure you can 
understand, I am really excited about getting 
married to my best friend in less than three weeks 
(from the time of writing; I’m not sure when this will 
be published). With that being the case, please 
forgive me if I seem to be in a particularly good 
mood or come across as a little eager or distracted.   
 
But I’m not the only one with big things on the 
horizon.  I was looking over the church calendar, 
and there are a lot of things coming up that should 
have the church really excited, particularly for our 
youth.  We are already hard at work planning VBS 
and Cragmont, and of course we have MEGA 
Sports Camp and our Day Camps this summer as 
well, all of which are very exciting. 
 
Of course, none of this just happens, though.  It is 
only possible through the hard work and faithful 
service of you, the members of our church.  We 
depend on you to bring the kids in your lives, to 
help us build and prepare, to lead small groups, to 
pour into the lives and hearts of our young people, 
and to show them the life-changing love of Christ.  
If you have volunteered in the past, thank you.  You 
have made this church what it is, and I am proud to 
serve alongside you. If you haven’t, please pray 
that God would show you where you can join in.   
 
Paul told the Ephesians that God has good works 
set aside for us to do.  He wants us to participate in 
the work of his Kingdom. I know that not everyone 
is gifted to work with children.  I know not everyone 
can take a week off of work to be a counselor at 
Cragmont.  But there is some way for everyone to 
pitch in.  Maybe you can cook dinner.  Maybe you 
can build props.  Maybe you can take pictures for 
the slideshow. Maybe you can decorate rooms.  
Peter said that we should use whatever gifts we 
have to serve others, and we have plenty of needs 
that you can helps us with. I pray that God will 
make this the best summer ever for Elm Grove 
Church. And I hope you will pray that God would 
show you where you can be the answer to that 
prayer. 
 

TREE OF LIFE 
 

In loving memory of Motoko Mary Craft by James 
and Jennie Lou Garris 

 



 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday May 7th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that morning.   

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night June 3rd at 6:00. We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  
 

THANK YOU 
 

Elm Grove Church, 
 
Your contribution to the Deacon Fund in Dad’s 
memory was greatly appreciated. 
 
Tony, Greg, Gary & Family 

 
 
Dear Friends 
 
The world today is in tremendous need of the love 
of Christ.  Only in Christ is there hope for now and 
the future. Your faithful prayer and financial support 
enables this ministry to share the love of Christ with 
the “love needy” around the world. Lives are 
changed and this truly makes our world a better 
place.  Thank you! 
 
Please keep this ministry in your prayers.  YOUR 
GIFTS TO THE TELETHON ARE ALSO GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 
 
Sharing His Love, 
Harold Jones 
Executive Director 

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night May 20 
Wednesday nights after mid-week services and 
every Sunday morning at 8:30.   
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS UPDATE 

 
Joann Wade 
Room 19 A 
2910 MacGregor Downs Road 
Greenville NC  27834 

95TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 
The family of Bessie Herchenbach invites you to 
join us in celebrating Bessie’s 95th birthday on May 
20 immediately following the It Doesn’t Matter Café 

(approximately 11:45) for cake and ice cream.   
 
No gifts please. If you wish to honor Mrs. Bessie, 
please make a donation to Elm Grove Will Baptist 
Church. We look forward to you helping us 
celebrate. 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

This year our week of summer camp will be July 2nd    
through July 7th.  All of our youth ages 7 to high 
school graduates are invited to attend.  Please see 
Mr. Travis, Mr. Frankie or the church office for the 
applications.  All applications need to be turned in 
by June 12.  We will be taking up a love offering at 
the end of the morning service on June 10th to help 
send our youth to camp. Please give as generously 
as possible. 
 
 

 

Our Mega Sports Camp this year will be held June 
18th – 22nd beginning each evening at 6:30 and 
lasting until 8:30.  The Theme will be “TEAM 
SPIRIT”.  We need adults and teens to help with 
MEGA Sports Camp.  Join the MEGA Sports 
team by helping in the following areas:  registration, 
head coaches, assistant coaches, and rally 
coaches (teaching short object lessons).  See Mr. 
Frankie, Mr. Travis or call the church office if you 
can help. 
 

VIP’S FOR APRIL 

 
April 1 -   JESUS 
April 8 – Charles & Janice Branch 
April 15 -  Wayne and Mary Briley 
April 22 – Bryan, Lorayne and Taylor Smithson 
April 29 – Bobby and Carolyn Dennis 

 



 

 
 
Our 2018 VBS theme this year is Shipwrecked: 
Rescued By Jesus. This 5 day VBS experience will 
help everyone discover that no matter what they 
are going through Jesus will be there to rescue 
them. 
 
Bible School will be held Monday July 30th through 
Friday August 3rd. Our Commencement and family 
day will be held on August 5th.  We will be having 

Prop Shops on June 25 and July 10 beginning at 
9:00. Anyone who can help would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary is selling Mother's Day cakes.  
The price is $20.00 per cake.  The order form will 
be in your Elm Grove encouragement file.   
 
We are also supporting the FWB Children's Home 
by participating in the "Change for Children 
Campaign." Be on the lookout for the blue 
collection bags. The needs of the children never 
change. The children will be blessed by our gifts 
and our prayers.   
 
We invite ladies to attend our June meeting. We 
grow spiritually with each meeting in addition to 
learning how our efforts help missions, youth, and 
more.  Join us.  You will receive a blessing! 
 
Love to all, 
Mary Briley 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on May 
20th. Eat in or take out service will be provided after 
the morning worship service.  The menu will include 
turkey and dressing/ham, vegetables and dessert. 
The cost will be $7.00 per person.  Remember that 
the café revenue is used to help fund mission trips. 
Please come out and enjoy a good meal and help 
support missions.   

GRADUATE SUNDAY 
 

Our Graduate Sunday this year will be held on June 
3rd.  Any high school seniors who would like to 
participate are asked to call the church office or see 
Mr. Frankie or Mr. Travis. Those who desire to 
participate are asked to compile 10 - 12 photos 
showing their progression from childhood into 
young adulthood.  These photos will be part of a 
video presentation that will be shown on 
Graduation Sunday, as we recognize our high 
school graduates.  Please download your photos to 
a memory stick, or place your photos in an 
envelope or folder. These need to be turned into 
the office no later than Sunday, May 27th.       

 
 

CONVENTION OF ORIGINAL FREE WILL 
BAPTISTS 

 

On May 23rd the Convention of Original Free Will 
Baptists will convene at the University of Mount 
Olive for the 106th annual session of the 
convention. If you would like to go, please see the 
Pastor.   
 
This year the Convention Mission Rally will be held 
on Tuesday May 22nd at 7:00 at the University of 
Mount Olive. The guest speakers will be the Dr. 
Kiril and Mrs. Irina Svilenov.  Kiril is the President of 
the Free Will Baptist Church Bulgaria. The bus/van 
will leave at 5:30 from the church. Anyone who 
would like to attend is asked to sign up in the 
vestibule. 
 
 

END OF SCHOOL BASH 

 
On Wednesday night, June 6th we will have our 
end-of-school bash.  Supper will begin at 5:45.  At 
6:30 we will have a short devotion followed by 
games outside (these games will involve some type 
of water).  Please plan to join us that evening for 
fun and fellowship. 
 

DAY CAMPS 
 

We have scheduled three day camps for this 
summer.  June 27th, July 25th and August 22nd.  
Please look for more details in next month’s 
Messenger and Sunday bulletins. 
 
 
 
 



 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 

 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

               
May 6    Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
May 7  Ayden Court Ministry 
May 13  Mother’s Day 
April 18-20  Youth Convention 
May 20  It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 
May 20  SNO 
May 22  Mission Rally 
May 23  OFWB Convention 
May 28  Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
       
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – 
facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
May 2 – Tacos 
May 9 -  Ham 
May 16 – Spaghetti 
May 23 - Chicken Tenders 

May 30- Breakfast Foods 
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