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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 

On the evening of November 9, 1965, fifteen 
minutes and eleven seconds past 5:00, the lights 
went out all over the northeastern United States. 
There was a power failure in the great electric 
lines north of Niagara Falls. The breakdown 
occurred when the megawatts exceeded the 375 
allowable megawatts in that grid. A small metal 
cup inside a black rectangular box began to 
revolve until it switched off the line and threw the 
current onto the four auxiliary lines that also 
move north. The switches tripped out under the 
unexpected load of the extra electric current. In 
2.7 seconds all the electricity surging toward 
Toronto, Canada, and the far Northeast had been 
routed back across Niagara Falls south and east 
to New York City. 

 
Thirty million people were affected that night, 
some for as few as three minutes, many for as 
long as thirteen hours. Eight hundred thousand 
people were trapped in the subways of New 
York, reporting later that they were in a darkness 
so deep they thought they were buried. Two 
hundred and fifty flights had to be diverted from 
John F. Kennedy Airport to other landing places. 
The Street traffic jammed up because the traffic 
lights would not function. In a moment the street 
lights all flickered out and darkness covered the 
face of the earth! 

 
On the first Easter morning Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb while it was still dark. Just two 
days before, the earth had quaked and trembled. 
Fissures had opened in the ground. The skies 
had turned dark as the sun hid itself, and at 
midday there was no light—only darkness. 
 
You know all you have to do to have darkness is 
to remove the light.  Today it seems like 
darkness is everywhere. It was no different in 
Mary’s day.  Mary knew about darkness. She had 
been there with her Lord through Friday’s 
darkness. Patiently and agonizingly, she had 
stood with the other women and his mother at the 
cross watching him die. As he died, they felt, as 

well as saw, the darkness descend upon them. 
Now, unable to sleep, in the fourth watch, 
sometime between 3:00 and 6:00 in the morning, 
she made her way to the tomb in the garden.  
 
There were probably very few people out at that 
hour.  When she walked toward the tomb she 
might have thought about the other times that 
she had experienced darkness.  Mary came from 
the little town of Magdala, a town known for its 
licentiousness and wickedness, on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee. The rabbi said it was because 
of its evil that Magdala lost its life. Only in recent 
years have archaeologists begun to excavate the 
ruins of the little city.  In Luke 8 the gospel writer 
recalls how Jesus met Mary with her seven 
demons.  Jesus had exorcised the demons and 
brought light to Mary’s darkness. On the dark 
edge of sanity, Jesus had reached out to bring 
Mary back to the center of life, back to the light at 
the heart of life.  Jesus had gone with Mary 
through the darkness, and now she had come to 
share for a while the darkness of his burial place. 
But when she got to the tomb, the stone cover 
was moved. She peered into the gloom and 
slowly knew that he was not there. 
 
Mary didn’t know what had happened. She didn’t 
expect a resurrection; she simply knew that 
Jesus’ body was not there. The most logical 
explanation was that someone had stolen his 
body away—to do who knows what kind of 
horrible maliciousness to his earthly frame! So 
Mary ran and told Peter that someone had taken 
away her Lord.  Peter came toward the tomb, 
walking first; then with increasing excitement he 
began to run. His friend John ran with him. John 
got there first, only to stop outside. Peter knew 
no such timidity and immediately rushed into the 
darkness of the tomb. The light of dawn had 
begun to disturb the night darkness outside, but 
in the tomb they hardly knew what to make of it 
all. Jesus was not there! But still they had no 
thought of the resurrection. They went back to 
their homes, but not Mary. Mary would not leave. 
She stayed behind, weeping. 

 



 

It may surprise you that Mary mistook Jesus for a 
gardener. There are two reasons, perhaps. The 
Scriptures say the angels were there when she 
came back to the edge of the tomb and looked in. 
The angels were clothed in white. The Greek 
word means white, not like a linen cloth, but 
glistening, shining, and dazzling. Besides the 
radiance of the light, Mary was in tears. She had 
been crying since Friday. Dazzled by the light, 
her eyes washed in tears, she saw Jesus but 
thought him to be the gardener. 

 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you 
seek?” And Mary replied, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him and I 
will take him away.” Love and despair, generosity 
and courage were enveloped in that statement. 
Strong men had taken Jesus’ body down from 
the cross and carried it to the tomb in the garden. 
Some had been afraid to stand with Jesus as he 
died, but not Mary. 

 
Do you know how Mary realized who Jesus was? 
Not by sight, nor by the sound of his voice. It was 
the specific word he spoke—her name. “Mary, 
Mary,” he said. Then she knew who he was. 
Mary and the disciples believed God had taken 
up the struggle with darkness and the sin that 
had held his creation in bondage. They had seen 
him die.  

 
Now Jesus was alive, and they knew God had 
only just begun the battle. Out of those clothes 
that had wrapped our Lord came the resurrected 
Christ, the Son of the living God, the Savior of 
the world, the Light for our darkness, Jesus the 
Savior. All he had to do was call her name, and 
she knew he was Jesus. The darkness fled from 
her spirit in the presence of Jesus as darkness 
flees the earth in the presence of the rising sun. 

 
John uses the theme of light and darkness all the 
way through this gospel. It is no accident that he 
tells about Mary coming to the tomb while it was 
dark. This phrase causes one to think back to the 
way John began the gospel. “The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it” (John 1:5 RSV). It was dark when Mary 
approached the tomb, but the darkness did not 
have the last word that day. Jesus had warned 
earlier in his ministry, “Walk while you have the 
light, lest the darkness overtake you” (John 12:35 
RSV). 

The darkness is pervasive just as evil is 
pervasive. Darkness will swallow us up if the light 
does not shine.  Jesus said that men loved 
“darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil” (John 3:19 RSV).  Jesus invited people 
to consider that he was “the light of the world; he 
who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life” (John 8:12 RSV).  

 
And then Jesus said, “I have come as light into 
the world, that whoever believes in me may not 
remain in darkness” (John 12:46 RSV). Mary 
knew about believing. She knew about Jesus 
who had given her another chance at life. She 
believed, and the darkness had to flee. 
 
Many people today live in darkness.  On the 
edges of their lives dark clouds have gathered.  
For some, it is loss of hope that life can ever be 
different from what it is. For others it is the sense 
of darkness as they look at all the evil around our 
country and world. Others suffer from loneliness 
in the midst of a busy world. Still others are  
frightened  because of what is going on in their 
individual lives.  Many people are lost and are 
drifting in dark, uncharted space.  Most serious of 
all is the darkness suffered by those who leave 
God out of their lives. Jesus is the true Light; all 
other light is temporary and reflected. The 
darkness cannot forever be kept back by any 
substitute light pretending to be the Light of the 
World! To ignore God and his Son Jesus Christ is 
to run to darkness. 
 
This Easter season God is calling us to His 
marvelous light.  Invite the light of God in Jesus 
Christ to dispel your darkness. In him there is no 
darkness at all. In him the darkness gives way. 
He is risen! He is risen! Hallelujah! 
 
May the Light of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ light up your life today and everyday as we 
celebrate what He has done for us.  May the Lord 
place a smile on your face and love and joy down 
deep in your heart as we come together to 
worship and praise Him. Be blessed and be a 
blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 
 
 
 
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Good morning, Elm Grove!  He is risen!  I pray 
all of you had a fruitful and reflective Lent, and 
a beautiful and rejoicing Easter.  May we go 
forward through this next month celebrating our 
Lord’s victory over death and the establishment 
of His kingdom. While April will definitely be 
restful compared to how jam-packed March 
was, we can’t afford to be complacent.  God 
has set aside good works for us to do, and we 
should be happy that we get to do them.   
 
We are hosting our annual blood drive April 
22nd, and we need your help.  This is one of 
the easiest ways to help literally save lives.  I 
know many folks are squeamish about 
needles, but I encourage you to pray that God 
would give you the courage to donate.  It costs 
you nothing but a little bit of time, and can 
make a world of difference to someone who 
needs your donation. 
 
Ultimate Wednesday is still in full swing, as 
well.  We have more than twenty five kids out 
here every week who are thirsting for someone 
to invest in them and show them love.  Please 
pray that God would show you how you can 
contribute and help show Christ’s love to these 
young people.  Whether that is helping them 
read, feeding them, playing with them, or 
teaching a devotional, there is room for anyone 
that has a heart for service and the future of 
God’s family. 
 
I would also like to announce that the annual 
youth retreat to Mount Olive is coming up May 
18-20.  The teens had a blast last year and are 
extremely excited to go again this year.  It 
gives them a chance to meet other believers 
their own age, make friendships, and worship 
the Lord in a unique and comfortable setting.  
However, I won’t be able to attend this year 
due to a scheduling conflict, so I am praying 
that God will provide a couple of chaperones 
for them.  If you can offer a weekend of your 
time, I know you will be blessed just like the 
teens will be.  We will leave around 5pm on 
Friday, stay on Mount Olive’s campus Friday 
and Saturday night, and come back Sunday 

morning.  If God is nudging you to serve in this 
way, please call the church office or see me. 
 
Above all, though, I pray that you are making 
time for God in your lives.  Take a few 
moments to pray in the morning that he would 
fill your heart and direct your mind.  Read his 
Word during breakfast or listen to a devotional 
podcast during your morning commute.  God 
loves each of us so much, but we need to draw 
close to him to experience it.   
 
If it would help to have a specific and 
achievable goal to get started, I will issue you 
this challenge:  Every weekday this month, 
Monday through Friday, read one chapter of 
the Gospel of John and spend five minutes 
praying about it.  If you do that, you will make it 
through the entire gospel by the end of the 
month.  And, if you miss a day, you have the 
weekend to catch back up, so you never have 
to feel like you’re falling behind.  I’ll share my 
thoughts in a brief post each morning, and I’m 
eager to see what God does in each of your 
lives, as well. 
 
God bless. 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on April 15th at 
6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage 
everyone to come and participate that evening. 
 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday April 2nd at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that 
morning.   

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be 
held Sunday night April 8th at 6:00. We 
encourage all our men to come and participate 
in our Laymen’s League meetings.  
 
 



 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank You for Your Expression of Sympathy 
 
Dear Members of Elm Grove Church, 
 
Thank you so much for the goody bag that was 
in the room at the Hospice in Greenville. More 
importantly, thank you for your prayers as my 
husband peacefully passed away.   
 
Sincerely, 
Sue Boucher 
 
 
The family of Milton Hugh Lloyd acknowledges 
with grateful appreciation your kind expression 

of sympathy. 
 
I like to thank Elm Grove Church for all the love 
and kindness shown to me and my family at 
this difficult time.   
 
Love in Christ, 
Martha Lloyd 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to visit Elm 
Grove on Sunday morning, March 18 to give 
an update on Foreign Missions.  It is always a 
joy to visit with you and share in your wonderful 
fellowship. We sincerely appreciate your prayer 
and financial support for this ministry. You 
have blessed the lives of many people over the 
years.  
 
Thank you also for the monetary gift you gave 
me and Sandra. We plan to take a trip 
sometime this year to visit the Ark Museum in 
Kentucky. We will think of you and your 
kindness as we visit this Biblical site. 
 
God bless you with the fullness of His joy for 
your love and concern for others.  
 
Sincerely in Christ,  
Harold Jones  
Executive Director 
 

Dear Elm Grove Church 
 
Thank you for the gift basket. It is so nice to 
have surprises. Thank you in the name of God. 
 
Michael Hewitt 
 
 
Dear Pastor Baggett, 
 
A special thank you to Elm Grove Church and 
Pastor Baggett for allowing Reedy Branch 
Church JV and Men’s teams a place to practice 
in your gym.  You will never know how much it 
meant to our youth, It allowed us for the first 
time to be competitive on the court. May God 
bless you and your church for sharing your 
gym with us.  We have enclosed a gift of 
$500.00 to help cover the lights and heat.  
Thank you so much.   
 
Sincerely 
Pastor Todd Sutton 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Our annual blood drive will be held on April 
22nd.  The drive will begin at 11:00 to 3:00.  
The Red Cross is always in need of blood to 
help save the lives of people.  Please plan to 
come and participate that day.  A little 
inconvenience for you may save someone’s 
life.  Please plan now to participate. 
 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Our Quarterly Business meeting will be held on 
Wednesday April 18th at 7:00. 
 
 

GIDEON REPRESENTATIVE 
 

On April 22nd we will have a Gideon 
Representative with us sharing about the 
Gideon Ministry around the world.  We will be 
taking up an offering for the ministry following 
the service. 

 
 
 
 



 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

This year our week of summer camp will be 
July 2rd through July 7th.  Please mark your 
calendars.  
 

MEGA SPORTS CAMP 
 

Our MEGA Sports camp this year will be held 
on June 18-22. (Notice this is a change from 
what was previously published)  We need 
volunteers to help with this great week of fun 
and learning. Please call the church office or 
see Mr. Travis or Mr. Frankie if you would like 
to help. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
This year our VBS will be held on July 30th 
through August 3rd.  Mark your calendars and 
plan to participate in this great week of growing 
closer to the Lord.  More information will be 
given in the near future. 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS UPDATE 
Selma Evans 
3325 Davie St 
Winterville, NC  28590 
 
Joann Wade 
Hillcrest Convalescent Center 
1417 West Pettigrew Street 
Durham, NC  27705 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
The Ladies will meet Sunday night April 8th at 
6:00 in the Sanctuary.   
 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night April 8th, 
10th and 29th and Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30.   
 
 

 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on April 
22nd. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu 
will include meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue 
is used to help fund mission trips. Please come 
out and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   

 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 

NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving 
in our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 
 

VIP’S FOR MARCH 

 
March 4 -   Hahn Family 
March 11 – Williams Family  
March 18 -  Stancil Family 
March 25 – Kim Pate & Lauryn Arnold 
 

ELM GROVE SHIRTS 
 

We have started another run of shirts sporting 
our church logo.  You can get long-sleeve 
button up shirts, short-sleeve polos, and t-
shirts, all in a variety of colors.  Check out the 
flyer and order form in the vestibule to sign up, 
and to see all of the color, size, and style 
options.  The last day to order is Resurrection 
Sunday, TODAY!  
 

TRIP TO THE ARK ENCOUNTER 
 
We are planning a trip to the Ark Encounter  
and Cincinnati on August 13th through August  
17th.  The price will be $375.00.  Information 
sheets are in the vestibule or you can talk to 
Dr. Pierce for more information.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church  
      
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

April 1    Resurrection Sunday 
April 2  Ayden Court Ministry 
April 8  Group Meetings 
April 15  Gideon Report 
April 15  SNO 
April 16  Business Meeting 
April 18  Quarterly Business Meeting 
April 22  Blood Drive 
April 22  It Doesn’t Matter Café 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
April 4 – No Supper 
April 11 – Spaghetti 
April 18- Breakfast Foods 

April 28 – Chicken Tenders   
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