
The Elm Grove Messenger 
Issue 21 Volume 3                                                                                                                   April 2019

PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

In less than a month we will be celebrating the 
greatest day in history.  We will be celebrating the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
There is no other event in history that changed the 
world like that day.  Understanding the importance 
of the resurrection is vital to our faith and hope.  
When Jesus conquered death that day, it assured 
us of some important foundations that we can base 
our lives upon.  
 
First, the resurrection assures us of a living Christ. 
Jesus gave confidence to the early disciples by His 
appearances.  Jesus showed Himself to the 
apostles to satisfy them of the reality of His 
resurrection. Later He appeared to Thomas to 
convince him. 
 
Scripture records eleven different appearances of 
Jesus during the forty days between the 
resurrection and ascension. Reading the narratives 
of the appearances of the risen Christ, we are 
struck with the fact that the Christ whom people 
saw was certainly the same person they had known 
days earlier. 
 
Jesus continues today to assure people of His 
continued presence. If Christ is risen, people can 
continue to encounter Him. R. W. Dale, a great 
preacher from Birmingham, England, described 
how one day, while he was writing an Easter 
sermon, the fact of the Resurrection broke in upon 
him as it never had before. “The reality of the 
Resurrection came as a burst of sudden glory. He 
said, ‘Christ is alive!’ Then he paused—‘Alive!’ And 
paused again—‘Alive!’” This reality made a 
difference in his life and can also make a difference 
in our lives today. 
 
Not only are we assured of his presence but the 
living Lord has assigned us a task.  When Jesus 
appeared to the eleven, He gave them an 
assignment: “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: 

and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world” (Matt. 28:19—20).  Jesus commissioned 
these men to go out and make the kingdom of the 
world into the kingdom of God. 
 
The risen Christ has given us the same task. We 
are to continue Jesus’ ministry in the power of His 
Holy Spirit.  The Spirit within us can enable us to be 
Jesus’ witnesses by word and deed. His abiding 
presence can enable us to awaken people to the 
depth and urgency of their need. By God’s power, 
we can lead people to Jesus, the one in whom their 
needs can be met. 
 
The risen Christ also brings help for life.  Jesus 
helped the disciples in a variety of ways after the 
tragic event of the cross. Thomas doubted and two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus gave in to 
depression. Peter and some other disciples thought 
the cause of Christ was lost, so they returned to 
fishing. But Jesus ministered to their needs during 
the forty days after the Resurrection, renewing, 
strengthening, and sustaining them.  Jesus will also 
sustain us during life’s trials. Those who respond to 
the Lord in faith find His comforting presence as 
they pass through times of trouble, conflict and 
suffering. 
 
And finally, because Jesus rose from the dead we 
can have immortality also.  Jesus defeated death. 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus affirmed that He 
ruled over all powers including death itself. He 
assured His disciples that even if He died He would 
rise again. “From that time forth began Jesus to 
shew unto his disciples, how that He must go into 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders, 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised on the third day” (Matt. 16:21). 
 
When Jesus died on the cross, death felt that it 
held its prey. But when Jesus rose from the grave, 
He proved that death had been defeated.  The 
risen Christ gives us victory over death. Since 
Christ won the victory over death, we share in His 
victory. “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19).  
 
Jesus Christ is alive. Millions of people have met 
Him since His ascension. Now they can face life 
victoriously. Because they have experienced the 



 

risen Christ, they can walk through this life with 
courage. Thank God for the resurrection! 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we celebrate 
the resurrection of our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ.  Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday April 1st .  Please plan to come and 
help us worship the Lord with the residents of 
Ayden Court.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be 
held Sunday Night March 31st at 6:00. We 
encourage all our men to come and participate 
in our Laymen’s League meetings.  
 

VIP’S FOR MARCH 
 
March 3 – Robbie Jones Family 
March 10 – Dannie & Maxine McLawhorn 
March 17 – Ricky Moore 
March 24 – Tuck & Linda Newell 
March 31 – Selma Evans 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on April 14.  SNO 
can be an important ministry to our church and 
community.  We encourage everyone to come 
and participate that evening. 
 

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning 
at 8:30. We will also practice on Sunday 
evening at 4:30 on March 31st.   We will have 
practice at 3:45 on April 7th and at 4:30 on April 
14th.   

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on April 
28. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu 
will include chicken fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The cost will 
be $7.00 per person.  Remember that the café 
revenue is used to help fund mission trips. 
Please come out and enjoy a good meal and 
help support missions.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

Join us on March 31st to watch the last half of 
the documentary “Pray the Devil Back to Hell.”  
It tells the story of how Christian and Muslim 
women in Liberia joined together in non-violent 
protests to end the bloody civil war in Liberia 
that had killed over 200,000 people.  These 
women drew on the courage of Esther from the 
Old Testament to stand up for their people.  
Come and see how the story ends. You are 
sure to receive a blessing. 

 
MEMBER UPDATE 

 
Greendale Forest 
Mrs. Evelyn Gray   Room #311 
1304 S.E.  2nd St. 
Snow Hill, NC  28580 
 
Joann Wade 
Wayne County Rest Villa #1 
Room 4 
Fremont, NC  27830 

 
ELM GROVE SHIRTS 

 
We will be ordering shirts sporting our church 
logo in the near future.  You have the 
possibility of ordering long-sleeve button up 
shirts, short-sleeve polos, ladies shirts and t-
shirts, all in a variety of colors.  Check out the 
flyer and order form in the vestibule to sign up, 
and to see all of the color, size, and style 
options.  The last day to order will be May 5th. 

 
 
 
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

We’ve got a busy month coming up, church 
family.  I hope you’ve all buckled your seatbelts 
and are ready for a crazy ride. 
 
First is our long-awaited D-Now weekend.  It’s 
coming up this weekend, April 5-7.  It’s going to 
be a great chance for our teens to focus on 
God and learn to have an “Undivided” heart.  
This won’t be possible without the church’s 
support, though.  God calls us to love one 
another and to use our gifts to serve, and the 
next generation of church leaders needs your 
guidance and love.   
 
For those who see meals as a spiritual 
ministry, we’re going to need kitchen help for 
dinner of Friday, lunch and dinner on Saturday, 
and breakfast on Sunday.  Hungry teens are 
thinking about their stomach, not God.  Talk to 
Travis if you can help us with this. 
 
We also need prayer warriors.  The enemy is 
going to be prowling around, trying to distract 
them, divide them, feed them lies, and keep 
them from experiencing what God has 
prepared for them during the weekend.  Please 
consider signing up for a time to set aside and 
actively pray for the teens and support 
workers. The sign-up sheet will be in the 
vestibule. 
 
We also need people to join us in worship.  
This will help them bridge the gap from a 
“youth group” to a “church family.”  Our young 
men and women need to know that they aren’t 
alone, and that they are part of a family of 
worshippers that crosses generations and is 
defined by the love of God, not age, musical 
styles, or dress code.  The worship services 
will be held Friday night at 8pm, Saturday at 
11am and 8pm, and Sunday as a part of our 
normal Sunday worship. 
 
However, that’s not all we have going on.  
Sunday night, April 7, we are hosting a special 
showing of “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” an 
animated adaptation of John Bunyan’s classic 
English novel.  It is an allegory for the Christian 
life that helps followers of Jesus think about 

and address the struggles and concerns facing 
us as we walk along the path toward Heaven. 
After the movie we will have ice cream 
Sundays in the Family Life center for all.  
Please invite your children, grandchildren and 
friends to join us that night. 
 
After that comes Holy Week, the most 
important week of the year.  Starting with Palm 
Sunday, we will be making the final steps 
toward the cross.  Please join us for our 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  
On Saturday, we will be hosting our Egg Hunt 
and lunch, where the teens will be hosting a 
car wash for donations to help them get to 
Cragmont this summer.  Then, Sunday 
morning we will have our Sunrise service, 
followed by breakfast and our Resurrection 
Sunday services.  Help us celebrate the 
resurrection of the Risen Lord and His 
conquering of death which has freed us from 
our sin. 
 
On the horizon, we also have the annual Youth 
Convention at Mount Olive May 17-19.  Our 
teens have looked forward to this each year, 
and I’m excited to go back again.  It’s great for 
our young men and women to know that their 
generation is on fire for the Lord, and that the 
church body extends beyond the walls of Elm 
Grove Church. 
 
Through all of these upcoming events and 
opportunities, I urge you to keep our focus this 
year in mind. “Serving is our Calling.”  God has 
uniquely blessed each and every one of us to 
do great things in his name.  He put you in this 
community, in this church, during this week, for 
a specific purpose.  He could have put us 
anywhere or anytime He wanted, but He chose 
here and now.  Why?  What can you do that no 
one else can?  How can you show God’s love 
and seek to know Him more that is individual to 
you?  Pray that God would show you how you 
can serve and grant you the courage to take 
the plunge. 
 

Travis 
 

 
 



 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Our Quarterly Business meeting will be held on 
Wednesday April 24th at 7:00. 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Friends of Elm Grove Baptist Church, 
 
“Thank” you” two small words but straight from 
my heart. I was over whelmed when you “Mr. 
Frankie” & Debra arrived on Sunday with all 
the food from your monthly luncheon. Of 
course everything was delicious! You and your 
ministry has touched the lives of our family in a 
way that can never be forgotten. I believe that 
Doug is now in the hands of our Lord & Saviour 
where he will never have to endure his pain 
again. May God continue to bless your ministry 
at Elm Grove. 
 
Blessings 
Madoline Murphy 
 
 
It takes a special kind of person to care enough to 

take the time for others to whatever it takes to help 

somebody out.  For everything you have don…for 

everything you have given…THANK YOU. 

 
I thank each and every one of you that helped 
with food and with the church in our time of 
need. I know Chris had a big smile on his face 
up above. Carrie and I thank y’all more than 
you will ever know.  We Love ALL of Y’all. 
 
Joey & Carrie Adams 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
This year our VBS will be held on July 15th  
through July 19th. Our VBS Commencement/ 
Family Day will be held on July 21st. Mark your 
calendars and plan to participate in this great 
week of growing closer to the Lord.  More 
information will be given in the near future. 

 
 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

This year our week of summer camp will be 
July 1st through July 6th.  Please mark your 
calendars.  

 
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving 
in our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 
On Palm Sunday April 14 during the morning 
worship service the Adult Choir will be 
presenting this year’s Lenten Cantata entitled 
Come To The Cross.  That evening we will be 
having our Monthly SNO.  On Wednesday 
Night we will have a special service, which will 
include the choir singing and watching a video 
called the Two Theives. On Thursday we will 
begin our service at 6:00 with supper followed 
by our Maundy Thursday service at 7:00.  
Friday night our Good Friday/Tenebrae service 
will begin at 7:00.  This is always a moving 
service that you will not want to miss.  On 
Saturday morning we will have our annual 
Easter egg hunt beginning at 10:30 followed by 
our hot dog lunch.  Sunday morning we will 
begin with Sunrise Service at 6:20 followed by 
a wonderful breakfast provided by the 
Laymen’s League.  Sunday School will be at 
9:00 and our Easter Worship celebration will 
begin at 10:00.  Make plans now to attend all 
these wonderful services as we celebrate what 
the Lord has done for us. 
 

MEGA SPORTS CAMP 
 

Our MEGA Sports camp this year will be held 
on June 17-20. (Notice this is Monday night 
through Thursday night.)  We need volunteers 
to help with this great week of fun and learning. 
Please call the church office or see Mr. Travis 
or Mr. Frankie if you would like to help. 
 



 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

               
March 31 – Wedding Shower  
March 31- Group Meetings 
April 1 – Ayden Court 
April 1 – Deacons’ meeting 
April 3 – No Ultimate Wednesday 
April 5-7 – Disciple Now Weekend 
April 7 – Pilgrim’s Progress Movie 
April 14 – Palm Sunday 
April 14 – Lenten Cantata 
April 14 – SNO 
April 17 – Wednesday Holy Week Service 
April 18 – Maundy Thursday Service 
April 19 – Good Friday Service 
April 20 – Easter Egg Hunt 
April 20 – Youth Car Wash 
April 21 – Sunrise Service 
April 21 – Morning Easter Services 
April 24 – Quarterly Business Meeting 
April 28 – It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
E-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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Wednesday Night Meals 
April 3 – No Supper 
April 10 - Tacos 
April 17 – Chicken tenders 
April 24 – No Supper 


