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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Can you believe that another year has gone by and it 
is almost 2019?  We are in the middle of Advent, 
Christmas is a few days away and then New Year’s 
Day will arrive. I was visiting one of our members the 
other day and she commented to me that she could 
not believe it was almost Christmas again.  She said 
we just celebrated Christmas a few months ago it 
couldn’t be Christmas already.  But it is.  Time stands 
still for no one and the old saying seems to be true, 
“the older you get the quicker time moves.” 
 
2018 does seem to be a very quick year.  It doesn’t 
seem that long ago that we were introducing our 
yearly theme, “Gathered to Serve as the People of 
God”. Our theme verses were 1 Peter 2:9 NKJV – 
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light”, and Hebrews 
10:24 -25a NKJV – “And let us consider one another 
in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together”.  We looked at 
how God had gathered us together to be His people, 
His church.  We talked about how God expected us to 
act one towards each other and what it meant to be 
the family of God.  We considered the idea that we 
were supposed to be a holy people, a royal 
priesthood, God’s particular and peculiar people. 
 
Our new theme for 2019 is going to be “Serving Is 
Our Calling”.  Our theme verses are Ephesians 4:1 – 
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called,” (NKJV) and 1 Peter 4:10 – “As each has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another; whoever 
serves, as good stewards of God’s varied grace”.  
God has called each of us to be His servants serving 
the world around us.  There is so much to do and we 
all need to get involved in helping to build God’s 
Kingdom.  This year we are going to strive to find 
opportunities that each person can get involved in to 
proclaim the Good News of Salvation and love people 
into the Kingdom of God. 
 
One of these opportunities is our Church short term 
mission trip to Belize. Elm Grove is sponsoring a short 
term mission trip to Belize to help with the work of our 
missionary partners the Palms.  While we are in 
Belize we will be having a Vacation Bible School at 
Belmopan Baptist Church the church, where Mr. Andy 

is the Associate Pastor.    We will also be doing some 
work at Belize Christian Academy.  Some of the 
things we might be doing are mixing cement the old 
fashioned way, digging and making walkways, and 
doing some simple carpentry work such as fixing floor 
boards, wooden siding and painting.  We need fifteen 
to thirty people who are willing to go and be a 
blessing to the Belizean people.  But we need the 
entire church to help raise the funds to go.  This is an 
opportunity for everyone to be a part.   
 
Another opportunity we have every month to serve 
and use our calling is our SNO (Sunday Night 
Opportunities) ministry.  This ministry brings much joy 
to many people and we are only limited by the people 
who participate. The more participation, the more 
ministry we can do. I encourage you if you are not 
participating in SNO, to come and join us. 
 
Throughout the year we will be announcing other 
ministries in which you can be involved.  If God has 
lain on your heart to do something or if you have an 
idea for a ministry, please come and see me and let’s 
talk about it and figure out how we can accomplish 
ministry for the Lord.  2019 is going to be an exciting 
year as we come to understand “Serving is our 
Calling”. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very 
blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.  I really 
encourage everyone to try and make it to service on 
Sunday December 23

rd
 during the morning worship 

celebration as our choir presents this year’s Cantata 
“Hear the Sounds of Christmas”.  The choir has 
worked hard and I believe you truly will be blessed.  
Thank you choir members for your dedication and 
willingness to use your calling to serve the Lord.  Also 
make a special effort to come to our Christmas Eve 
service beginning at 8:30.  This service is one of the 
highlights of my year. I am always blessed by the 
service and I know if you attend you will be blessed 
also. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we celebrate the 
birthday of our Lord, Master, Savior and King, Jesus 
Christ.  Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Merry Christmas, Elm Grove!  I hope you all have 
had a great December so far.  We’ve had some 
great events, including our adult Christmas party 
and our Prime Timers meeting, and our children 
and teens are working diligently for their 
programs this coming Sunday.  I am also really 
looking forward to what we have coming up for 
the Christmas season, such as the Birthday party 
for Jesus, our night of caroling, the Choir 
Cantata, and our Christmas Eve service.  May 
the Lord be blessed! 
 
I want to take a moment to remind all the youth 
going on our ski trip next month about what’s 
coming up.  First, remember to turn in your 
permission form, including a copy of your medical 
insurance card.  Without that, *we cannot let you 
on the van*.  Secondly, you need to remember to 
pack warm clothes for the slopes, including hats, 
gloves, and inner layers.  If you don’t have 
appropriate clothing, come talk to me. We’ve had 
some donations over the years, and we’ll try and 
see if we have something that fits you.  Third, 
bring money and snacks.  We will be stopping for 
lunch and dinner on the way to West Virginia on 
Saturday and for lunch on the way back on 
Tuesday, and you will need to have money for 
those meals.  We will be providing meals while 
we’re at the ski lodge, but if you want chips, 
candy, or something else, make sure to pack it. 
 
I also want to remind all of our teens and families 
to mark their calendars for April 5-7 next year.  
That is our discipleship retreat weekend, and I’m 
very excited about it.  We will be bringing in a 
musical guest, and it will be a great weekend for 
discipleship.  Church family, please keep this 
weekend in your prayers because we won’t be 
able to do it without you.  You are the brothers 
and sisters of these young men and women, and 
what they learn about God comes largely from 
watching you. Set an example in the way you 
live, the way you love, and the way you serve. 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday January 7

th
.  Please plan to come and 

help us worship the Lord with the residents of 
Ayden Court.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 

The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday Night January 6 at 6:00. We encourage 
all our men to come and participate in our 
Laymen’s League meetings.  
 

VIP’S FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
 

November 4 -   Jason, Tracy and Jacob Perry 
November 11 –  Staff 
November 18 – Pat & Barbara Roberson 
November 25 – Lon & Elaine Pierce 
December 2 – Kim Pate & Lauryn Arnold 
December 9 – Amber, Dalton and Harry Adams           

& Garry Arrington 
 

 
 

The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30. We will also practice on Sunday evening at 
4:30 on December 16 and at 5:00 on January 6

th
 

and 13
th
.    

 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on January 13
th
.  

SNO can be an important ministry to our church 
and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 

Please join us January 6th for our Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting at 6:00 in the Sanctuary.  All 
the women of the church are encouraged to 
attend as we strive to grow spiritually and 
become a blessing to each other.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

On Sunday December 24
th
 at 8:30 we will be 

having our annual, candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service.  This is a wonderful service that 
everyone seems to enjoy.  I hope everyone will 
plan to come and attend this night as we again 
celebrate the birth of the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. 

 



 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on 
January 13. Eat in or take out service will be 
provided after the morning worship service.  The 
menu will include chicken & pastry/meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The 
cost will be $7.00 per person.  Remember that 
the café revenue is used to help fund mission 
trips. Please come out and enjoy a good meal 
and help support missions.   

 
THANK YOU 

 

We can’t thank you enough…but we hope you 
know we appreciate everything you’ve done.  
 
Dear Elm Grove Church Family, 
 
Thank each of you for the thoughts, prayers, 
food, cards, flowers and comments in the 
passing of Rose, affectionately known by family 
as “Rosebud”. She truly loved Elm Grove Church 
and each of you dearly. Please keep our family in 
your prayers as we try to find a “new normal” with 
her absence in our lives.   
 
In Christ Love, 
Marvin & Family 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for making Staff Appreciation 
Sunday so special for me and my family. Thank 
you for the cards, gifts, meal and kind words.  
You are amazing church family.  Love you all.  
May God bless each and every one.  
 
Serving Him with you, 
Cheryl 
 
 

Members of Elm Grove FWB Church, 
 

The family of Jessie “Buck” Dennis 
acknowledges with grateful appreciation your 

kind expression of sympathy 
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful Peace Lily 
sent to us.  Your love & prayers were appreciated 
during this difficult time. 
 
Love Karen & Greg Dennis & Family 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 
On Wednesday December 19

th
 we will go 

Christmas caroling throughout the community.  
Supper for those in attendance at the Ultimate 
Wednesday program and any other youth will 
begin at 5:00 and they will leave for caroling 
around 5:30. Supper will be available for adults 
and others at 5:30 and they will leave for caroling 
at 6:15. Everyone will return to the church for 
refreshments in the Family Life Center.  We 
encourage everyone to come and go caroling 
with us. If you would not like to go caroling, you 
are welcome to help prepare and serve 
refreshments in the Family Life Center. 

 
LEAVES GIVEN in DECEMBER 

 
In memory of Harriet Hipkins Norris 2/27/1942 – 
4/27/2014 by BC & Geri Norris 
 
In loving memory of Billy L. Vandiford by James 
& Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
In memory of Elaine N. Rouse 5/13/1942 – 
11/19/2018 by Agnes & Marvin Strickland 
 

LIGHT THE DARKNESS 
 

Once again we will have our annual fundraiser 
called LIGHT THE DARKNESS. The fundraiser 
has two purposes: to raise money for missions 
and also to light up the church on Christmas Eve 
with lights to be a witness to our community.  The 
lights may be purchased in honor or memory of 
anyone for the price of $5.00 each.  Please help 
us beautify our church on Christmas Eve and 
also raise money for missions. Forms are 
available in the vestibule and need to be filled out 
by December 19

th
. 

 
JESUS’ BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 
After the Children’s Christmas Program on 
Sunday December 16

th
, we will be having a 

Birthday Party for Jesus. Lunch will be served 
and we will have birthday cake and ice cream.  
As we all know, Christmas is the celebration of 
the birthday of Jesus. We are asking each 
person to bring Jesus a birthday gift.  You are 
welcome to bring whatever you would like, but all 
monetary gifts will be given to  our schools in 
Liberia, Africa.   



 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in 
our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 

 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

 
The Choir will be presenting the annual 
Christmas Cantata on Sunday December 23

rd
 

during the morning worship service.  Please plan 
now to come and support our choir and worship 
the Lord that day. 

 
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
Christmas is almost here!  As we celebrate the 
love God showed us by sending His son, we 
want to give you an opportunity to show your love 
to someone whose memory or presence you 
cherish. 
 
It is tradition to decorate our church and 
sanctuary each year with beautiful poinsettias. If 
you would like a poinsettia in memory or in honor 
of someone special, please fill out this form and 
place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the 
church office. All orders need to be turned in by 
Wednesday, December 16

th
. Poinsettias are 

$9.00 each. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Every year we designate February as Sunday 
School Month!  We strive to encourage people to 
attend and find out the importance of being a part 
of our Sunday School experience.  To have a 
successful Sunday School month we need your 
help.  We encourage you to invite family, friends 
and neighbors to come with you to Sunday 
School.  Let’s make this a great month to learn 
God’s Word and fellowship.  Remember this is a 
great opportunity to invite people who do not 
attend church to come and get to know the love 
of the Lord.    
 

 
 
 
 

VALENTINE BANQUET 
 
Our annual Valentine Banquet will be held on 
Saturday February 9

th
 beginning at 5:00.  Again 

this year we will have special entertainment 
by 'Gaylon Pope & SweetWater'.  They will be 
featuring love songs, Gaither style Gospel Music 
and down home humor.  This year we will have 
tickets at a cost of $20.00 per person, plus a love 
offering will be taken for the group during the 
concert. The meal will consist of steak or 
chicken, baked potato, salad, dessert and a 
beverage. Please help us make this a great night 
of fellowship and fun by getting your tickets and 
inviting your friends and families to purchase 
tickets also. Tickets are available from the church 
office, Mr. Frankie or Mr. Travis.  Tickets need to 
be purchased no later than February 6

th
. 

 
FRIENDS DAY 

 
Our annual Friends Day was rescheduled from 
September 16

th
 to January 27

th
 because of 

hurricane Florence.  On this special day we 
encourage you to invite your friends and 
neighbors to come and worship with us.  We 
especially encourage you to invite people who 
are not attending church at this time.  This will be 
a great opportunity for them to come for a 
meaningful service and receive something from 
the Lord.  Let’s make this a great day of worship, 
and meeting new people.    
 

A CHRISTMAS WISH 
 

May 
the warm 

guiding star 
drive from your 

life every shadow;  
may the glad song of 
angels find an echo in 

your heart; may the spirit 
of worship in the hearts of 

the wise men, and the simple 
faith of the shepherds be yours 

as, once more, you celebrate the 
birth- 
day of 

the King 
 

Author unknown 
 



 

 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used 
by anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower 
spray on a casket.  If anyone is interested in 
using the pall, all they need to do is call the 
church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like 
to thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone 
who made that fund possible. 
 
 
 



 

   
 

             
  

December 13-15 – Trip to Pennsylvania 
December 16 – Children’s Christmas Program 
December 16 – Birthday Party for Jesus 
December 16 – SNO 
December 19 – Christmas Caroling 
December 23 – Adult Christmas Cantata 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Service 
January 6 – Group Meetings 
January 13 – It Doesn’t Matter Café 
January 13 - SNO 
January 27 – Friend’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night Meals 
 

December 12 – Tacos 
December 19 - Soup 
December 26 – No Supper 
January 2 – Spaghetti  
January 9 – Tacos 
January 16 – Soup 
January 23 – No Supper 
January 30 – Chicken tenders 
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