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PASTOR’S NOTES 

We have begun to look at our theme for 2018 during 
the morning worship services.  Our theme, ”Gathered 
to serve as the People of God”, can lead us into many 
discussions and learning opportunities.  As we have 
noted we are gathered by God to be the "ekklesia" or 
called out ones.  In the New Testament this word for 
the vast majority of times is translated “church” and 
refers to a religious gathering.  Therefore, the church 
of Christ refers to an assembly of people gathered out 
of darkness into the light of Jesus Christ.  It is a 
collection of people, not just one person.  Just like a 
single bird cannot be described as a flock, a single 
Christian is not the church.  The church is the body of 
Christ, and Jesus is the head.   
 
The church has also been described as the temple of 
God, meaning that God dwells within His people.  We 
have been warned not to hurt the temple by harming 
or discouraging its people.  The church can also be 
understood as the Kingdom of God, meaning Jesus 
reigns over the church as the spiritual King. 
 
In his first letter, Peter wrote that the church is “a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 
own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.”  Again we see in this verse that 
the church is the called out people responsible for 
accomplishing a particular task. We are called to bring 
glory and honor to God. We are called to work 
together and be empowered by one another to 
minister to our community, city, nation and world.  
Jesus did not save us to live in isolation or be lone-
rangers, but He has saved us and brought us together 
so that we will be in a community that encourages 
one another to become what we should be in Christ.  
It is in the context of the local church or assembly that 
we can grow spiritually and use our spiritual gifts and 
natural abilities to help build Christ’s kingdom. 
  
Paul states that we should not forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together.  We need each other, and we 
need to grow closer to the Lord together.  I am afraid 
that too many believers today have forgotten the 
importance of coming together as the body of Christ. 
 
As Christians we need to assemble together because 
coming together helps us become what God desires 
us to become.   
 

We need to come together to fulfill our purpose of 
worship and bring glory to God.  The main purpose of 
the Church is to honor God with our worship and 
praise and to bring glory to Him.  Now I understand 
we that we can worship and praise God by ourselves, 
and we should.  Each one of us should spend time 
praising God individually. We should have praise 
breaks built into our daily and weekly schedules 
where we lift up the name of the Lord. One song 
writer said that we need to get our “praise on” every 
so often.  But this individual praise time does not take 
the place of corporate praise and it will never 
accomplish what coming together to worship God will 
accomplish. There is a reason that Jesus said, 
“Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name there I will be in the midst”.  There is a different 
presence of the Lord in the midst when the church 
comes together. That presence is unifying, 
strengthening, and encouraging. That presence builds 
up the church to become what it needs to be. 
 
I am so thankful for our multi-media ministry at the 
church and our ability to stream our services.  It is a 
great blessing to those who are unable to attend 
physically to still be a part of the corporate worship of 
God through this platform. The times I have been 
away I have greatly been blessed by being able to 
watch the services.  But watching the services is not 
the same as physically being in the service. There is a 
different type of blessing that one receives by 
gathering together with God’s people to worship Him.  
And a sad thing is that people don’t understand what 
they are missing when they don’t take the time to be 
at church.  The growth they miss; the strength they 
miss; the encouragement they miss. If I could impress 
on people the importance of making attendance to 
worship a priority in their lives, it would transform their 
lives. Now, I am not saying that you have to attend 
every service. I know we live in a complicated and 
busy world with so much going on, but what I am 
asking is do we really understand the life changing 
power that coming together to worship the Lord has?   
 
Let us strive this year to gather.  To gather together 
as the people of God to Worship Him.  May the Lord 
place a smile on your face and love and joy down 
deep in your heart as we come together to worship 
and praise Him. Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

This Sunday is the Super Bowl.  There will be 
parties, wings, commercials, celebrity halftime 
shows, and even more commercials.  People all 
over the country will pack around their televisions, 
in sports bars, or in big venues to watch the big 
game.  I just read that last year, more than 111 
million people tuned in to watch it 
(http://money.cnn.com/2017/02/06/media/super-bowl-ratings-patriots-

falcons/index.html).  That’s a lot of people.  But then I 
look and see how many people will be in church on 
Sunday morning, which one survey reports to be a 
mere 52 million.  (https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-

articles/139575-7-startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-
attendance-in-america.html ) 
 

That number frightens me.  It shows where our 
culture is focused.  It shows what our country 
values.  I’m not saying that watching the Super 
Bowl makes you a bad Christian.  But it raises the 
question:  What do we value?  What is important to 
us?  Where do we turn our attention?  What do we 
elevate?  What do we worship?   
 
David Foster Wallace said, “Here’s something else 
that’s weird but true: in the day-to-day trenches of 
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. 
There is no such thing as not worshiping. 
Everybody worships. The only choice we get is 
what to worship.”  He was not a Christian, but I tend 
to agree with him.  We all worship something.  
Whether that be God, money, power, prestige, or 
spectacle (like sporting events), we all pursue 
something.   
 
Paul warns the Romans against worshiping created 
things. They stopped worshiping the God who 
created everything, and instead began seeking 
salvation in things that they created for themselves.  
Some people look back at them and we laugh.  
How silly!  They thought some porcelain figure, or a 
marble statue, or a stone carving on their altar 
would save them.”  But we are no better.  We also 
seek salvation from the works of our hands. We 
think having enough money, or being pretty 
enough, or being entertained will give us fulfillment.  
But that’s a lie.  Only the creator of all things can 
truly satisfy. 
 
This weekend, spend time with your friends and 
family.  Watch the Super Bowl.  Cook, and laugh, 
and enjoy their company.  But as you do, 
remember where we ultimately place our value.  
Where do you get fulfillment?  What do you 
worship? 
 

VIP’S FOR JANUARY 
 

January 14 – Bobby & Elaine Rouse 
January 21 -  Claxton & Velma McLawhorn 
January 28 – Truman & Peggy Webber 

 
SNO 

 

Our next SNO will take place on February 18th at 
6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday February 5th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that morning.   

 
TREE OF LIFE 

 

In honor of Elizabeth Baggett by Gladys Beddard. 
 

In honor of Carol Whiteley by Gladys Beddard.  
 

In loving memory of Mary Kathryn Simpson by 
James and Jennie Lou Garris 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Every year we designate February as Sunday 
School Month!  We strive to encourage people to 
attend and find out the importance of being a part 
of our Sunday School experience. To have a 
successful Sunday School month we need your 
help. We encourage you to invite family, friends 
and neighbors to come with you to Sunday School.  
Let’s make this a great month to learn God’s Word 
and fellowship. Remember this is a great 
opportunity to invite people who do not attend 
church to come and get to know the love of the 
Lord.    

 
LAYMEN’S PANCAKE FUNDRAISER 

 

On Friday night March 16th and Saturday morning 
March 17th the Laymen will have their annual 
Pancake fundraiser.  The tickets will be $6.00.  The 
Laymen use the proceeds to help people and the 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
support this event.  Please see Mr. Bill Jones or call 
the church office for more details and to get tickets. 

 
WEDDING SHOWER 

 

There will be a wedding shower for Travis Jones 
and Jessie Bartholomew on Sunday, March 4th  
from 1:30 until 3:00. 



 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies will meet Sunday night February 4th at 
6:00 in the Sanctuary.   
 
We are inviting all you to attend the "PURSUE THE 
PASSION" conference.  "Pursue the Passion" is an 
annual Christian Women's Event with the mission 
of empowering women to Pursue their Passion for 
God.  This conference will help us to follow His 
direction for our lives.  When:  Friday (7-9) and 
Saturday (9-10:30 and 11-12)   February 23-24, 
2018.  Where:  Covenant Church, Building A, 4015 
Corey Road, Winterville NC.  Ticket info: Group 
Rate is $25.00.    See Mary Briley or Kim Russell 
for further information and ticket purchases.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night February 4th at 6:00. We encourage 
all our men to come and participate in our 
Laymen’s League meetings.  

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night February 4th, 
11th, & 18th, at 5:00 and Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30.   
 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on February 
25th. Eat in or take out service will be provided after 
the morning worship service.  The menu will include 
hamburger in gravy, mashed potatoes, vegetables 
and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per person.  
Remember that the café revenue is used to help 
fund mission trips. Please come out and enjoy a 
good meal and help support missions.   
 

 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 

NURSERY MINISTRY! 
 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

CHURCH BUDGET 
 
The Finance Committee will soon begin working 
on the 2018-2019 church budget. All boards, 
committees and individuals who would like to 
make a suggestion to the finance committee need 
to put it in writing and turn it into the church office 
or give it to one of the finance committee members 
by March 5th. The finance committee consists of: 
James Saine [chairman], Paul Russell, Nathan 
Pipkin, Peggy Webber and Christine Clark. 

 
THANK YOU 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Your recent gift of $100.00 to the Food Bank of 
Central & Eastern North Carolina provides 
nourishing cheer and brings smiles to those facing 
hunger. You filled the plates of hungry children and 
their families and gave them a reason to be 
thankful this holiday season.   
 
You are one of the generous individuals who 
makes the season bright for those less fortunate. 
We want to let you know how important you are to 
us and how much we appreciate your generosity to 
our neighbors in need.  
 
Because of you, a grandmother was able to feed 
her five grandchildren when their mom 
unexpectedly left the home and the children’s father 
was serving in Iraq. Because of you, an 83-year-old 
man in desperate need received nourishing food 
when his concerned neighbors brought him to the 
food bank for assistance. Your continuing support 
changes lives for the better and helps our 
neighbors in need. Because of your contribution, 
many will celebrate this holiday with full plates. 
Thank you for spreading the joy of healthy meals.  
 
From all of us, best wishes and happy new year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Peter Berbicki 
President & CEO 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

Soon the nominating Committee will be starting 
their work.  Please be in prayer about what the Lord 
would have you to do for Him in the coming new 
church year. 
 
 
 



 

VALENTINE BANQUET 
 
Our annual Valentine Banquet will be held on 
Saturday February 17th beginning at 5:00.  This 
year we will have special entertainment by 
'Gaylon Pope & SweetWater'.  They will be 
featuring love songs, Gaither style gospel music 
and down home humor.  This year we will have 
tickets costing $20.00 per person, plus a love 
offering will be taken for the group during the 
concert.  The meal will consist of steak or chicken, 
baked potato, salad, dessert and a beverage.  
Please help us make this a great night of fellowship 
and fun by getting your tickets and inviting your 
friends and families to purchase tickets, too.  
Tickets are available from the church office, Mr. 
Frankie or Mr. Travis. Tickets need to be purchased 
no later than February 11th. 
 

MARCH IS MISSIONS MONTH 
 
During the month of March we will put special 
emphasis on missions.  Each week we will strive to 
do something to highlight missions.  Rev. Harold 
Jones will be our guest on Sunday March 18th.  
During the Sunday School hour, all adult classes 
will meet in the sanctuary and Mr. Harold will be 
presenting a slide show on the different mission 
points around the world. Our annual Mission 
Offering will be taken up that day during the 
morning worship service. Please begin praying 
about the offering and asking God what He would 
desire for you to give that day to see His work done 
throughout the world.   

 
LIFE CONFERENCE 

 
On Saturday March 3rd, our FWB Christian 
Education Ministry will host their annual Life 
Conference (Learning is for everyone) at the 
University of Mount Olive.  This year’s theme is 
“Making A Difference.”  The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Eddie Mood Jr., chair of the department of 
Allied professions at NC Central University.  There 
will be workshops for all ages.  We are encouraging 
all our teachers, Wednesday night leaders and 
anyone who would like to learn to attend.  We will 
leave the church that morning at 7:30 and return 
around 4:30. A schedule and description of the 
workshops are located in the vestibule. Please sign 
up in the vestibule, call the church office or let Mr. 
Travis know by February 21st if you would like to 
attend.   
 
 

LENT 
 
Wednesday February 14th is Ash Wednesday, 
which marks the beginning of the Lenten Season.  
(That night we will have our annual Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:00.)  Lent comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word which means spring. Originally 
Lent was a time to prepare new converts for 
baptism on Easter. They were taught the Gospel 
message and the Lord’s Prayer. They prayed, 
fasted, and did penance. Eventually, Lent became 
a time of reflection and self-examination for all 
Christians. Lent is the forty days before Easter 
(except Sundays). Sunday is considered a 
celebration of Jesus’ victory over sin and death and 
should be remembered as a day of joy and 
rejoicing.     
 

May we use this Lenten season to reflect on who 
we are, to draw close to God, hold fast to our faith, 
love and do good one to another, to come together 
to worship the Lord, and to go and tell others of 
God’s goodness as we prepare ourselves for the 
celebration of the Holy Week and Easter. 
 

WOMEN’S DAY 2018 
 
The women will be in charge of our morning service 
on February 25th. I know everyone will be blessed 
by the women’s choir and the morning message by 
Ms. Chandler Baggett.  Please come and support 
our women as they lead in worship. 
 
 

LADIES TEA 
 

We are bringing out the fine china and linens and 
decorating the Family Life Center for our seventh 
annual Ladies’ Tea. This luncheon will be Saturday, 
March 10th beginning at 11:00. Tickets are $15.00 
per person. The menu will include a cold plate of 
chicken salad, ½ pimento cheese sandwich, pasta 
salad and fruit salad along with dessert. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to have a mother-daughter 
outing or a girl’s day out, or just lady friends getting 
together. This fundraiser will support our young 
people going to camp. It will be a time of great 
fellowship and a wonderful way to support our 
young people. Invite all your lady friends and 
family!!  We look forward to sharing tea and lunch 
with you on March 10th. For more information and 
tickets call the church office or Mrs. Sandra Farmer. 
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February - 4  Group Meetings 
February - 5  Ayden Court 
February – 14 Ash Wednesday 
February – 17 Valentine Banquet 
February - 18 SNO 
February - 25 Women’s Day 
February – 25 It Doesn’t Matter Café 
March – 3  Life Conference at Mount Olive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
February 7 – Tacos 
February 14 – Soup 
February 21- Chicken Tenders   
February 28 – Breakfast foods 
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