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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

The story is told that the great Baptist preacher C. H. 
Spurgeon was walking through the English countryside 
one day with a friend. As they strolled along, Mr. 
Spurgeon noticed a barn with a weather vane on its roof. 
At the top of the vane were these words: GOD IS LOVE. 
Spurgeon remarked to his companion that he thought 
this was a rather inappropriate place for such a 
message. "Weather vanes are changeable," he said, 
"but God’s love is constant.”  "I don’t agree with you 
about those words, Charles," replied his friend. "You 
misunderstood the meaning. That sign is indicating a 
truth: Regardless of which way the wind blows, God is 
love." 

 
John 3:16 which Martin Luther fondly referred to as “the 
gospel in miniature” states “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life”. (NKJV). One way to sum up this verse is to say: 
God loves you; Jesus came to save you; believe and 
you will be saved. 

 
First God’s Motive is that He loved the world!  "For God 
so loved the world" reminds us to get our picture of God 
back in focus. The world-renowned Scottish New 
Testament interpreter William Barclay commented: 
“Sometimes Christianity is presented in such a way that 
it sounds as if God had to be pacified, as if He had to be 
persuaded to forgive. Sometimes men speak as if they 
would draw a picture of a stern angry, unforgiving God 
and a gentle, loving, forgiving Jesus. Sometimes men 
present the Christian message in such a way that it 
sounds as if Jesus did something which changed the 
attitude of God to men from condemnation to 
forgiveness. But this text tells us that it was with God 
that it all started. It was God who sent His son, and He 
sent Him because He loved men. At the back of every-
thing is the love of God.” (Clarence E. Macartney, The 
Greatest Questions of the Bible and of Life [Nashville: 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1948], 213) 

 
Jesus did not die to change God. Before the crucifixion 
was reality in the life of the Son, it was actuality in the 
mind of the Father.  God is not trying to keep us out; 
He's trying to get us in. He is not the closed door; He is 
the open door. He is not out to get us to punish us but 
He is out to get us to come to Him and receive His 
forgiveness.  God loves us and wants us to love Him. 
 
Not only does God love us but He showed that love by 
giving His son for us.  John's point is that God loved the 
world so much that He gave. God's love had a result: the 

sending of His Son. What a miracle: that God would 
send His only Son. This one verse bridges the gap 
between a manger in Bethlehem and the cross in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus' coming declares and acts out the 
message of divine love. Love always leads to action. 
The great American preacher Henry Ward Beecher said 
it well: "We never know how much one loves till we know 
how much he is willing to endure and to suffer for us; 
and it is the suffering element that measures love." God 
was willing to endure and suffer mockery, insults, injury, 
pain, threats, thorns, thirst, nails, betrayal, denial, 
desertion, rejection, death, and more - all because He 
loved and acted out His love for us. 

 
God's sending his Son means everything. We know the 
way to God because he sent Jesus. Jesus-who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life-can lead us to God and His 
gift of eternal life. We can go to Him because He came 
to us.  Would you believe that a person wanted you to go 
over to his or her house to eat and visit if he or she 
never invited you? Of course not. But we know that we 
are invited to God's house because Jesus is God's 
personal invitation: "Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him, and he with me" (Rev. 
3:20). He would not have come nor would He have gone 
through what He did if He did not want to have an 
intimate relationship with us. 
 
Which bring us to the third thing we understand from this 
great verse God’s message to us: Whoever believes in 
Him shall be saved.  The primary purpose of the life and 
death of Jesus, is mankind's salvation. God's desire is to 
save all people, as Jesus himself said: "I came to seek 
and to save what was lost" (Luke 19: 10); and again: "I 
have come that they may have life, and have it more 
abundantly" (John 10:10). God's ultimate word to 
humankind is a word of salvation. 

 
Christ confronts humankind with the ultimate expression 
of God's love, salvation or condemnation is determined 
by whether one does or does not believe. God loves all 
people and desires to save them all, but salvation only 
becomes effective among those who believe in Christ. 
For the rest, love turns to judgment. It is only those who 
believe in Jesus who do not perish but have everlasting 
life. 

 
Jesus was sent to save, but there is a negative aspect to 
justification by faith. That some would reject Him was not 
part of God's plan, but their rejection brings judgment on 
themselves. Hear this: God does not condemn us; 
rather, we condemn ourselves in our refusal to accept 
God's offer of love. The very fact of salvation for all who 
believe implies judgment on all who do not. It is the 



 

person's reaction to this revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ that determines his or her end. To accept God's 
gift is to be saved; to refuse His good gift is to be judged. 
The choice is ours. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we celebrate the love of 
God for the world and as we continually tell those who 
don’t know about God’s great salvation.  Be blessed and 
be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Greetings, church family! I hope you’re all staying warm 
during this rather mild winter.  After 2017 and 2018, I 
was surprised that we didn’t have a snow storm which 
shut down the whole county this past month.  I guess 
there’s still time, though. 
 
The warm weather certainly didn’t follow us to West 
Virginia, though.  The youth went to West Virginia last 
week to go skiing, and it was absolutely frigid!  Sunday 
night, it got down to -7⁰, and the high on Monday was 5⁰! 
But thanks to the generous clothing donations by 
members of the church, we were able to stay nice and 
warm.  It wouldn’t have been a successful trip without 
you.  I can’t wait to take them back next year. 
 
Looking ahead, our next big youth event is our Disciple 
Now (D-Now) weekend.  This year’s theme is 
“Undivided.” It is a youth event where our teens will 
focus on giving God their undivided attention.  I will be 
encouraging all of our middle and high school students 
to begin inviting their friends and marking their calendars 
for this event.  We will be bringing in Adam Denton from 
Rose of Sharon as our worship leader, and we will be 
lighting a fire for the Lord in the hearts of our young 
people. 
 
However, this event will require the support of the whole 
church.  We are going to need help with food, 
transportation, leaders, hosts, and most of all prayer.  I 
truly want this to be a life-changing event for our young 
people, and that means we all have to step up to the 
plate. 
 
But it’s not all about big and flashy events.  We are also 
hard at work in the lives of our kids and teens on a 
weekly basis.  I want to thank those who give of their 
time and every each Sunday or Wednesday to teach, 
mentor, and love our kids.  Something I’ve heard so 
many times from kids who grew up in youth group is “I 
don’t remember anything they told me, but I remember 
the time they spend with me.”  Making a difference and 
winning souls for Christ isn’t about knowing the most 
Bible trivia (although we do want to teach them God’s 
Word).  It’s about loving them enough to invest in them.  

Show them the difference Christ has made in your life, 
and that they are worthy of your time and attention. 
 
Jesus said that his followers would be known by their 
love for one another.  My prayer for all of us here at Elm 
Grove is that we would love each other enough to pour 
into each other.  

Travis 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on Monday 
February 4

th
.  Please plan to come and help us worship 

the Lord with the residents of Ayden Court.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held Sunday 
Night February 3rd at 6:00. We encourage all our men to 
come and participate in our Laymen’s League meetings.  
 

VIP’S FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY 
 
December 16 – Youth 
December 23 – Boseman Family 
December 30 – Pat & Garland Beddard 
January 6 – Terry & Cheryl Manning 
January 13 – Lorre Bullock 
January 20 – Gladys Beddard  
January 27 - Friends 

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after mid-week 
services and every Sunday morning at 8:30. We will also 
practice on Sunday evening at 5:00 on February 3

rd
  

February 10
th
 and February 17

th
.    

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on February 17

th
.  SNO 

can be an important ministry to our church and 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
participate that evening. 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on February 24. 
Eat in or take out service will be provided after the 
morning worship service.  The menu will include Roast 
beef, mashed potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The 
cost will be $7.00 per person.  Remember that the café 
revenue is used to help fund mission trips. Please come 
out and enjoy a good meal and help support missions.   

 
 



 

THANK YOU 
 

Thanks So Much…the phrase is simple and the words 
are few, but behind them is a whole lot of 

appreciation. 
 

May God continue to bless you for your prayers and 
contribution toward the repair and restoration of our 
Beloved Church building. The loss is devastating, but 
we serve an Awesome God! Keep us in your prayers 
and and if we can ever be of help to you, please let us 
know.   
 
Peggy Pope, for the Pastor and Congregation  
of White Oak Original Free Will Baptist Church, 
Bladenboro, NC 
 
Elm Gove SNO Ministry 
 
May He bless you and keep you…this Christmas and 

always. 
 
Merry Christmas! Thank you for all the cards and 
visits thru the year. You all are very special to me. 
Keep me in your prayers as I want to get well.   
 
Love, 
Velma Toler 
 
 
Dear Elm Grove Church, 
 
I hope and pray you are doing well. I am so thankful 
for all of your thoughts, prayers, and encouragement 
over this past year. God has kept me and protected 
me in amazing ways, and He has daily taught me to 
truly become a sold-out Disciple of Christ. I am not 
sure what on earth He has in store for me in the 
future, but I know I’m not the only one in that 
predicament. I am sure though, that is a man can find 
that place, where he pours his life out to God, not 
holding back, he will in time see “Rock Bottom” as 
merely a beautiful beginning. In my life, it was just 
that, and now I continually find myself in Awe of our 
Great God, who became the least for you and for me. 
Each day here I am striving to apply all that I learned 
from all of you in order to share the Love and Joy of 
God with as many inmates as possible. In that effort, I 
have seen truly innumerable miracles occur.  
 
By the way, “Go Tarheels” and “Go Cowboys”! Merry 
Christmas!  Be Blessed and be a Blessing! 
 
Love, Blake 
(Micah 5:2-4) 
 
 

Pastor Baggett & Elm Grove Church Lucille Briley 
Fund, 
 
Thank you for sharing your “Love with Joy to the 
World” Christmas bag filled with wonderful goodies.  
Thank you. God’s Love to each of you. 
 
Ann C. Lewis 
 
 
Dear Elm Grove Family, 
 
Thank you so much for your generous gift. Blake and 
I were completely blown away. We can never thank 
you enough for the kindness, love and grace you 
have shown us over the past several years. You all 
have such a special place in our hearts. We love you. 
 
Love,  
Maggie & Blake 
 
 
To My Elm Grove Family, 
 
May you experience the blessings of God this 
Christmas and throughout the New Year! 
 
Thank you all for the cards, gifts and prayers during 
the past year. I miss seeing and being with you. Know 
that I keep all of you in my prayers.  Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!  I miss you all! 
 
Love, 
Pattie Moore 
 
 
Lucille Briley Benevolence Fund Sponsored by Ladies 
Auxiliary & Laymen’s League 
 
Thank all of you for the nice gifts and gift card, we 
received for Christmas. We really appreciate them 
and especially enjoyed the visit.  Thanks for your 
prayers! 
 
Gerald & Jeanette Pierce 
 
 
SNO Ministry, 
 
I would like to thank the congregation at Elm Grove 
Church for the goodie bags. We are really thankful for 
a supportive community. We thoroughly enjoyed the 
snacks which brought a smile to many faces. Thank 
you for supporting AGHS! 
 
Respectfully, 
Chena Cayton, Principal 
 



 

Dear Elm Grove Church, 
 
Thank you for choosing to help friends and neighbors 
in your community. Your generous donation will help 
us provide not only nutritious meals, but also hope to 
thousands of hungry neighbors. More than 600,000 
people, or 1 in 6 in our 34-county service area seek 
assistance from the Food Band and our partner 
agencies.  
 
Your help is always needed and appreciated, whether 
you are donating funds, food or time.   
 
Sincerely,  
Peter Werbicki, President & CEO  
Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina 
To: Elm Grove FWB Church, 
 
I like to thank you for all the love, kindness, and 
support shown to me and my family throughout the 
year. It has been quite a struggle this pass year. A lot 
has happened in my life, I feel like Elm Grove has 
taken me under their wing. Which I really did need. I 
thank God that I have Elm Grove Church in my life. I 
am truly blessed for all the love, support, and 
kindness that Elm Grove has shared with me and my 
family. I go in Elm Grove Church and I feel like I am 
home. Thank you for making me feel that way. 
Continue to pray for me and my family to lift us up in 
prayers.  
 
God Bless you all and thank you again so much! 
Martha Mills Lloyd  
 
 
Elm Grove Church SNO Ministry -   
 
Thank you so much for things of us and bringing us 
Christmas Goodies!   
 
Thank You 
Ayden-Grifton High School 

 
 

It’s the time of year to be grateful for the people who 
bless our lives…people like you. 

 
 
Thank you so much for all you did for our family 
during our time of sorrow. This is the second nephew 
we have lost in the past year. The food, friendship, 
prayers and kindness will never be forgotten. May 
God richly bless all of you who help us thru this trying 
time! 
 
Jeanette Pierce & Family of Chris Adams 
 

 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS UPDATE 
 
Joann Wade 
Wayne County Rest Villa #1 
Room G 
Fremont, NC  27830 
 
Kathy Boseman – Phone number 252-746-8468 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We are happy to welcome Martha Mills Lloyd and 
Juergen & Kay Ertel to our Church Family. 

 
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary is sponsoring a “Soup-er Bowl 
Sunday Luncheon” on Sunday February 3

rd
 

immediately after church service from 11 to 1.  Please 
join us for a meal of soups, sandwiches, and 
desserts. We will feature a silent auction, Valentine 
gifts, and RADA Kitchenware sales.  A $7.00 donation 
goes to Home and Foreign Missions and 
Benevolence.  We look forward to seeing you there.   
 

 
LEAVES GIVEN IN JANUARY 

 
In loving memory of Billy L. Vandiford by Jennie Lou 
Garris. 
 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR NURSERY 

MINISTRY! 
 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer to 
serve and become involved in this ministry. See Kim 
Russell or Jackie Cayton for more information. 

 
BIBLE STUDIES 

 
The ladies' Bible study will begin Thursday, February 
21st. It is a 5 week study, "The Faithful, Heroes of the 
Old Testament". 
 
The men’s study will begin on Tuesday February 12

th
  

at 7:00.  We will be doing a six week video course by 
Mark Dever entitled Church Essentials: What is a 
Healthy Church.  

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 
Soon the nominating Committee will be starting their 
work.  Please be in prayer about what the Lord would 
have you to do for Him in the coming new church 
year. 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Every year we designate February as Sunday School 
Month!  We strive to encourage people to attend and 
find out the importance of being a part of our Sunday 
School experience.  To have a successful Sunday 
School month we need your help.  We encourage you 
to invite family, friends and neighbors to come with 
you to Sunday School.  Let’s make this a great month 
to learn God’s Word and fellowship.  Remember this 
is a great opportunity to invite people who do not 
attend church to come and get to know the love of the 
Lord.    
 

CHURCH BUDGET 
 
The Finance Committee will soon begin working on 
the 2019-2020 church budget. All boards, 
committees and individuals who would like to make a 
suggestion to the finance committee need to put it in 
writing and turn it into the church office or give it to 
one of the finance committee members by March 3

rd
. 

The finance committee consists of: Paul Russell 
[chairman], Nathan Pipkin, Peggy McCarter, Peggy 
Webber and Christine Clark. 

 
VALENTINE BANQUET 

 
Our annual Valentine Banquet will be held on 
Saturday February 9

th
 beginning at 5:00.  Again this 

year we will have special entertainment by 
'Gaylon Pope & SweetWater'.  They will be featuring 
love songs, Gaither style Gospel Music and down 
home humor.  This year we will have tickets at a cost 
of $20.00 per person, plus a love offering will be taken 
for the group during the concert. The meal will consist 
of steak or chicken, baked potato, salad, dessert and 
a beverage. Please help us make this a great night of 
fellowship and fun by getting your tickets and inviting 
your friends and families to purchase tickets also. 
Tickets are available from the church office, Mr. 
Frankie or Mr. Travis.  Tickets need to be purchased 
no later than February 6

th
. 

 
MARCH IS MISSIONS MONTH 

 
During the month of March we will put special 
emphasis on missions.  Each week we will strive to do 
something to highlight missions.  Rev. Harold Jones 
will be our guest on Sunday March 18

th
.  During the 

Sunday School hour, all adult classes will meet in the 
sanctuary and Mr. Harold will be presenting a slide 
show on the different mission points around the world. 
Our annual Mission Offering will be taken up that day 
during the morning worship service. Please begin 
praying about the offering and asking God what He 
would desire for you to give that day to see His work 
done throughout the world.   

WOMEN’S DAY 2019 
 
The women will be in charge of our morning service 
on February 24

th
. I know everyone will be blessed by 

the women’s choir and the morning message by Mrs. 
Dawn Jackson Briley.  Please come and support our 
women as they lead in worship. 
 

LADIES TEA 
 

We are bringing out the fine china and linens and 
decorating the Family Life Center for our eighth 
annual Ladies’ Tea. This luncheon will be Saturday, 
March 9

th
 beginning at 11:00. Tickets are $15.00 per 

person. The menu will include a cold plate of chicken 
salad, ½ pimento cheese sandwich, pasta salad and 
fruit salad along with dessert. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to have a mother-daughter outing or a 
girl’s day out, or just lady friends getting together. Our 
speaker this year will be Mrs. Beverly Craft.  This 
fundraiser will support our mission trip to Belize. It will 
be a time of great fellowship and a wonderful way to 
support our young people. Invite all your lady friends 
and family!!  We look forward to sharing tea and lunch 
with you on March 9

th
.  For more information and 

tickets call the church office,  Mrs. Debra Baggett or 
the pastor. 
 

LAYMEN’S PANCAKE FUNDRAISER 
 

On Friday night March 15
th
 and Saturday morning 

March 16
th
 the Laymen will have their annual 

Pancake fundraiser.  The tickets will be $7.00.  The 
Laymen use the proceeds to help people and the 
community.  We encourage everyone to come and 
support this event.  Please see Mr. Bill Jones or call 
the church office for more details and to get tickets. 

 
LIFE CONFERENCE 

 
On Saturday March 2

nd
, our FWB Christian Education 

Ministry will host their annual Life Conference 
(Learning is for everyone) at the University of Mount 
Olive.  This year’s theme is “Be Thou My Vision.”  
This year’s conference we will also be having a 
special worship service that will include The 
Wilmington Celebration Choir and a special message 
by Dr. Don Ribeiro.  It is our prayer that everyone will 
leave this day encouraged, ready to return to their 
churches and work for the Kingdom like never 
before.   There will be workshops for all ages.  We are 
encouraging all our teachers, Wednesday night 
leaders and anyone who would like to learn to attend.  
We will leave the church that morning at 7:30 and 
return around 4:30. Please sign up in the vestibule, 
call the church office or let Mr. Travis know by 
February 20

th
 if you would like to attend.   

 



 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     
 

           
  

February 3 – Soup-er Bowl Luncheon 
February 4 – Ayden Court 
February 4 – Deacons’ Meeting 
February 9 – Valentine Banquet 
February 17 – SNO 
February 24 – High Attendance Day 
February 24 – Women’s Day 
February 24 – It Doesn’t Matter Café 
March 2 – LIFE Conference 
March 9 – Ladies Tea 
March 15-16 – Laymen’s Pancake Fundraiser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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Wednesday Night Meals 
 

February 6 – Spaghetti 
February 13 – Tacos 
February 20– Soup 
February 27 – Breakfast foods 


