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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 

I pray that each of you had a blessed Christmas 
and will have a blessed new year.  Going through 
the season of Advent and Christmas should remind 
each of us about the importance of being a blessing 
to others.  The spirit of Christmas is the spirit of 
giving. As we look at the epiphany story we read 
that the wise men brought gifts and presented them 
to the newborn King of Israel. They brought gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold is the king of 
metals and is an appropriate gift for one born to be 
the King of men. This new King was to rule, not by 
force, but by love. His throne was to be a cross. 

 
They brought a gift of frankincense, which is a gift 
appropriate for a priest. The Christ was to be the 
high priest who would open the way to God for 
sinners. He was to build the bridge by which we 
could come into the presence of God and by which 
God in love would enter our lives. 

 
The wise men also brought a gift of myrrh, a spice 
that was used to anoint the bodies of the dead. 
Even at the beginning of Christ's life there was an 
indication of a cross at the end of the way. Jesus 
Christ was to be the true King, the perfect priest, 
the supreme Savior. 

 
The wise men are not the ones who started the 
practice of giving gifts at Christmas. It is 
appropriate for us to take note of their gifts for the 
King, but let us not forget the great gifts that Christ 
gave to us. 

 
The Christ of Christmas was born to be the King of 
our hearts. For the kingdom of God, He was born 
and lived a sinless life on earth. For the kingdom of 
God, He prayed and preached and wrought 
miracles and taught His disciples. For the kingdom, 
He suffered the darkness of Gethsemane and 
endured the awful agony of the cross. For the 
kingdom, He arose from the dead and lives to make 
intercession for those who come to God through 
Him. Jesus Christ is the one whom God has 
appointed to be our King. 
 
He offers us the gift of forgiveness. Our part is to 
repent and turn from a life of evil and self-

destructiveness and He gives us the gift of eternal 
life. He also offers us adoption into the family of 
God (John 1:12). He offers us guidance through the 
difficulties and perplexities of life (John 8:12). He 
assures us of fruitfulness and significance if we will 
abide in him (John 15:5-9). His desire is for us to be 
with him forever (John 17:24). 
 
He has given us the Holy Spirit to be our guide. The 
Holy Spirit will be our teacher and helper 
throughout all of the journey of our earthly life (Luke 
11:13; John 14:16-18). 
 
These are precious gifts of God that come to us 
through His Son. They are perfect, precious, 
permanent, and personal. 
 
The wise men brought rich gifts and presented 
them to the Christ child while he was still a baby. 
They could not possibly know the joys of His 
salvation as we know them today. If they brought 
the best that they had, it only makes sense that we 
should bring even greater gifts to this one whom 
God has appointed to be our King. 
 
Let us give Jesus Christ the throne of our hearts. 
Satan wants to be enthroned in our hearts and be 
the sovereign of our lives. Perhaps Satan's greatest 
rival for this position is our own selfish selves. We 
have an ungodly desire to put ourselves above all 
persons and things. Instead of giving ourselves the 
throne rights of our lives (which means giving them 
to Satan), let us give them to Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus deserves to be King because of who He is.  
He deserves to be King because of what He has 
done for us.  Jesus deserves to be King in our lives 
because of what he will do in us and through.us. 
 
Let’s present our ourselves as a gift to God in 
gratitude for His great mercies to us (Rom. 12:1). 
Paul taught the believers at Corinth that their 
bodies were the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
3:16). He further declared that their bodies 
belonged to God because they had been 
purchased by God in the act of redemption (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). In reality, Paul was encouraging them to 
let God abide within their bodies so that others 
would be reminded of his gracious presence in 
them. 



 

We also ought to bring the gift of thanksgiving and 
give God the praises of our heart. Through the 
psalmist God declares, "He who brings 
thanksgiving as his sacrifice honors me" (Ps. 50:23 
RSV). To remain silent when we can give praises to 
God for His goodness is to rob God and at the 
same time to deprive others of the blessings this 
testimony could bring. To give a joyful testimony 
about God's goodness before nonbelievers is to 
encourage them to trust God with their lives. This is 
the greatest favor that we can give to an individual, 
and it is the greatest joy that we can bring to the 
Father God. 

 
Living the Christian life means we are to give unto 
the Lord. God initiated this spirit by giving His Son 
to be our Savior. To become our Savior, Jesus 
became our substitute. He bore our sin by dying on 
a cross, and God raised him from the dead to show 
his great love for us. 
 
Because God loved us first, we should love him. 
Because God gave his best, we should give our 
best back to him. True worship is bringing the best 
we have to God, who has already given His best to 
us. Why does God love a cheerful giver? It is 
because God is a generous giver. God loves in a 
special way those who have responded to His love 
and become the channel through which His love 
reaches others.  Let us become givers of ourselves 
to God, to our family, and to others.  
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we become 
generous givers to the Lord and others. Be blessed 
and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 
NEW CHURCH THEME 

 
Each year, for the past few years, we have begun 
the New Year with a theme.  Last’s year theme was  
Praying To Make A Difference.  We had two theme 
verses:  Romans 12:12, “Rejoicing in hope, patient 
in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer’; and 
2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are called by 
My name will humble themselves, and pray and 
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.” We spent the year learning 
about prayer and how to pray more effectively. I 
hope that it made a difference in our lives. This 
year we have chosen the theme Gathered to Serve 
as the People of God.  Our theme verses will be     

1 Peter 2:9 NKJV – “But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 
own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light”, and Hebrews 10:24 -25a 
NKJV – “And let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together”. Over the next 
few weeks and months we will be looking at the 
theme and striving to help it make a difference in 
our lives this year.  
 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

I hope all of you had a wonderful holiday.  I know I 
did.  Meditating on the gift of Christ’s birth and 
spending time with family was a fantastic way to 
end the year.  And the outpouring of love and 
support shown by you, my church family, was 
astounding.  
 
But now we must look ahead.  God’s plan is always 
in motion, and his people should be, as well.  We 
cannot let this season lull us into inaction.  If you 
look at a church calendar, you will notice that it 
starts with Advent, leading up to Christmas.  So, if 
you’ll pardon the sports metaphor, this isn’t the end 
of the game, it’s the start of the second quarter. 
We’re just getting started. Our Ultimate Wednesday 
program is still going on. Our children and teens 
still need mentors. We need more projects and 
more laborers for our SNO ministry. Our 
homebound and hospitalized members are still in 
need. The people of God still need to be a people 
of prayer and action. And the enemy is still lurking 
to try and work against the Lord and the church at 
every turn.  If you think that Satan took the holidays 
off, you’ll be sadly mistaken. He still seeks to 
distract us, to pull us away, to cause doubts. But 
our Father is stronger. 
 
My prayer for Elm Grove at the start of 2018 is that 
we would draw near to God and live out our calling 
as his people.  Let us come together as his church.  
Let us lean on him for strength and carry out his 
commands for love, faithfulness, discipleship, 
prayer, evangelism, and service. Let us never 
forget that we aren’t a social club or a cafeteria.  
We are emissaries of the Kingdom of God here to 
glorify him and to love his people. This is not 
something to be taken lightly. I hope you will join 
me in this prayer. 
 
God bless, 
Travis Jones 



 

VIP’S FOR DECEMBER 
 
December 3 – Paul, Kim, Nick and Nate Russell 
December 10 -  Randy & Annie Tyson 
December 17 – Debbie Best 
December 24 – Melvin and Nina Fussell 
December 31 – Bill Jones 

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on January 21st at 
6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday January 8th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that morning.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies will meet Sunday night January 7th at 
6:00 in the Sanctuary.  We will have a guest 
speaker, Debbie Golden.  Ms. Golden is my 
Hallmark supervisor and has been a great source 
of inspiration to me during these last two years.  
Please join us.  You will receive a blessing. 
 
We are inviting all you to attend the "PURSUE THE 
PASSION" conference.  "Pursue the Passion" is an 
annual Christian Women's Event with the mission 
of empowering women to Pursue their Passion for 
God.  This conference will help us to follow His 
direction for our lives.  When:  Friday (7-9) and 
Saturday (9-10:30 and 11-12)   February 23-24, 
2018.  Where:  Covenant Church, Building A, 4015 
Corey Road, Winterville NC.  Ticket info: Group 
Rate is $25.00.    See Mary Briley or Kim Russell 
for further information and ticket purchases.  
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night January 7th at 6:00. We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  

 
QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 

 
Our quarterly business meeting will be held on 
Wednesday January 31st beginning at 7:00.  We 
encourage all members to attend 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night January 7th 
and 21st at 5:00 and Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30.   
 
 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on January 
28th. Eat in or take out service will be provided after 
the morning worship service.  The menu will include 
pork chops, mashed potatoes, vegetables and 
dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per person.  
Remember that the café revenue is used to help 
fund mission trips. Come out and enjoy a good 
meal and help support missions.   
 

 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 

NURSERY MINISTRY! 
 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
The winter men’s Bible study will begin on January 
30th.  We encourage all our men to plan to attend. 
 

CHURCH BUDGET 
 
The Finance Committee will soon begin working 
on the 2018-2019 church budget. All boards, 
committees and individuals who would like to 
make a suggestion to the finance committee need 
to put it in writing and turn it into the church office 
or give it to one of the finance committee members 
by March 5th. The finance committee consists of: 
James Saine [chairman], Paul Russell, Nathan 
Pipkin, Peggy Webber and Christine Clark. 

 
TREE OF LIFE 

 
In loving memory of Loretta M. Butts by James and 
Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
In loving memory of Grace S. Deaver by James and 
Jennie Lou Garris. 
 
 



 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Church Family,  
 
Thank you so much for the kindness and love shown to 
me and my family during Christmas. May God bless you 
all.   
 
Serving Him with you, 
Love, Cheryl 
 
 
To all of my family here at Elm Grove, thank you so 
much for the generous outpouring of love and support 
you have all given me over these last couple of months.  
I have been overwhelmed with everything you have said 
and done for me during this holiday season, and I can’t 
say enough about how much it means to me.  It may 
take me a while to get back to each of you individually, 
but I didn’t want another week to go by without 
expressing by gratitude.  I love all of you, and I look 
forward to many more years as a member of this family. 
 
Love, 
Travis Jones 
 
May this season find you at peace. Merry Christmas! 
 
Thank you for all the cards, visits and fellowship shown 
to my mom (Velma Toler) at Ayden Court. I really 
appreciate it very much. She is in need of Christian 
friendship and fellowship. This is one thing that is do 
hard for her not being able to go to church any longer. 
Thank you again for caring to her! 
 
Randy & Marcia (Toler) McCullen 
 
 
May the light of Christmas ship upon you throughout the 
new year. 
 
Thanks for all the visits, cards and prayers. I really enjoy 
them and need the Christian fellowship. I appreciate 
everything.  
 
Love, Velma Toler 
 
 
You have the gift of being thoughtful…and I’m more 

grateful than you know. 
 
Thank you so much for the “Goodie Bag” and the visit.  I 
must commend the group that was greeted by my -- with 
blow-dried hair, no make-up and bare foot and yet they 
still had the courage to come inside and spread 
sunshine. You warmed my heart. 
 
Thank You  
Donna Rose 
 
 

Dear Elm Grove Church family, 
             
Gerald & I thank you so much for remembering us with 
the gift bags at Christmas. Sorry we were not home for 
the visit.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness and all your 
prayers.  Please continue to pray for us. 
 
Gerald & Jeanette Pierce 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you for the Christmas bag filled with wonderful 
gifts.  Thank you for sharing your love with me.  Thank 
you and God’s love to all. 
 
Ann C Lewis 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the love, cards and gifts that 
were given to me and my family during this Christmas 
season.  Your generosity is greatly cherished and I hope 
each of you know that you are loved and appreciated.  
 
Pastor Baggett and Family 
 

VALENTINE BANQUET 
 

Our annual Valentine Banquet will be held on Saturday 
February 17

th
 beginning at 5:00.  This year we will have 

special entertainment by 'Gaylon Pope & 
SweetWater'.  They will be featuring love songs, Gaither 
style Gospel Music and down home humor.  This year 
we will have tickets that will cost $20.00 per person plus 
a love offering will be taken for the group during the 
concert.  The meal will consist of steak or chicken, 
baked potato, salad, dessert and a beverage.  Please 
help us make this a great night of fellowship and fun by 
getting your tickets and inviting your friends and families 
to purchase tickets also.  Tickets are available from the 
church office, Mr. Frankie or Mr. Travis.  Tickets need to 
be purchased no later than February 11

th
. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Every year we designate February as Sunday School 
Month!  We strive to encourage people to attend and find 
out the importance of being a part of our Sunday School 
experience.  To have a successful Sunday School month 
we need your help.  We encourage you to invite family, 
friends and neighbors to come with you to Sunday 
School.  Let’s make this a great month to learn God’s 
Word and fellowship.  Remember this is a great 
opportunity to invite people who do not attend church to 
come and get to know the love of the Lord.    

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 
Soon the nominating Committee will be beginning their 
work.  Please be in prayer about what the Lord would 
have you to do for Him in the coming new church year. 



 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church  
      
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
Twitter - @ElmgroveOFWB 
 
 

 
January – 7  Epiphany 
January - 7  Group Meetings 
January - 8  Ayden Court 
January - 21 SNO 
January - 22 Deacons’ Meeting 
January – 28 It Doesn’t Matter Café 
January - 30 Men’s Bible Study 
January – 31  Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
January 3 – Tacos 
January 10 – Ham 
January 17- Soup 
January 24 – Chicken Tenders   
January 31 - Spaghetti 
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