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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
July, can it really be July?  As I just walked 
across the parking lot, I can say yes I do believe 
that it is almost July.  Summer is here and the hot 
weather and afternoon thunderstorms remind us 
almost everyday that summer is here.  As I think 
about this July, it is going to be a very busy and 
exciting month.  We start July off with our week 
of camp at Cragmont.  Camp week has a special 
place in my heart.  As I grew up I always looked 
forward to attending camp.  It was at camp that I 
solidified my faith in the Lord and grew as a 
young person. Camp was a time of learning 
about the Lord, learning about myself, and 
learning about others.  Please pray that God will 
use our week of camp to help our young people 
grow deeper in love with Jesus and come to 
know the love that Jesus has for them.  I would 
like to thank everyone for their donations to camp 
that make it possible for our young people to 
attend. 
 
The second major event in July will be our 
Vacation Bible School. This is a very fulfilling 
week, but also a very busy week.  To make this 
week a success that will have eternal results, we 
need a few things.  We need workers to help 
prepare and participate in Bible School.  
Decorating the church for Bible School enhances 
the experience that our youth have.  We need 
help with these decorations.  Our second Prop 
shop will be held on July 9

th
.  We need your help.  

There are back drops to create and wall 
hangings to paint.  We will start setting up on 
Thursday morning of that week and finish on 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
We also are still in need of some volunteers to 
help during the week of Bible School.  We need 
crew leaders, preschool crew leaders, craft 
workers, refreshment workers, game workers 
and teachers.  If you can help and have not 
signed up, please let me know what you would 
like to do. 
 

The third major activity that we have in the month 
of July is the mission Trip to Belize.  Not so long 
ago I was disappointed by a comment that I 
heard someone say. The comment was 
something like this, “I am not a part of the 
mission trip, I’m not going.”  I hope that this was 
just a mistake and that person or anyone else 
does not have that thought process in their 
minds. 
 
The mission trip to Belize is a church mission trip.  
It is Elm Grove going to Belize to be a blessing to 
the Belizean people and to share the love of God 
with the people that we meet.  It is Elm Grove 
that has the privilege of participating in the call to 
ministry. It is Elm Grove that has the 
responsibility to answer our call to service. The 
church is sending 22 people as our 
representatives to help spread the Good News of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   I know that we all 
cannot go ourselves for many reasons, but we all 
are a part of this mission trip. We all have a 
responsibility to pray for it. We all have the 
responsibility to support it financially and we all 
have a responsibility to help make it a trip that 
brings glory to God. 
 
What a great month July is going to be - a month 
full of opportunities to share the love of Christ 
with others, a month full of occasions to serve, 
and a month full of chances to be a blessing! 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we serve the 
Lord and others. Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
 

The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30.  
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

How can it be that the first month of summer has 
already passed?  Where is the time going? As I 
type this, we are less than a week away from 
Cragmont.  This is one of the biggest weeks of 
the year for our teens, and we couldn’t have 
done it without you.  Through fundraisers like our 
youth car wash, and through special offerings, 
our church has made it possible for several kids 
to be exposed to a concentrated week of the 
Gospel who ordinarily wouldn’t have had that 
chance.   
 
But we can’t stop here.  We still need your help.  
I believe in the power of prayer, and therefore, I 
am sincerely asking that everyone dedicate a 
special time of prayer each day this coming week 
for the kids at camp.  Pray that God would turn 
ears, open hearts, break down walls, build 
relationships, convict both kids and counselors, 
and transform lives.  Pray that this week wouldn’t 
be an empty vacation, but rather a mountaintop 
retreat where we can come to know God as 
Peter, James, and John did on the mountain.  
And pray that those who make decisions 
persevere through the trials and struggles of 
returning to “normal” life after we return.  It is 
tragic how many people go to events like this, 
only to wither away when the spiritual high of 
camp wears off.  It is our responsibility as a 
church (a whole church) to nurture and cultivate 
the faith of our young ones.  
 
Mr. Frankie made some great points in his article 
about what we as a whole church need to do with 
our Belize mission trip this summer, about how it 
takes all of us to have a successful ministry.  I 
want to piggyback on that to talk about what 
comes afterwards.  After camp, after VBS, after 
Belize…  A life of faith is a marathon, a life-long 
journey.  It’s not a prayer you pray once and then 
simply move on.  Likewise, a body of believers 
needs to be constantly vigilant for our own faith 
and for the faith of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  We need to pray for one another; we 
need to encourage one another; we need to love 
one another.  It’s not enough to simply shake 
hands during the greeting portion of the worship 
service, and give someone a dirty look when they 
talk during a prayer or sermon.  It’s living a self-
sacrificing love that demands us to do what is in 
the best interest of another person, even when 

it’s difficult or inconvenient.  It’s giving up a 
couple hours a month to help kids with 
homework, it’s finding out which of your 
neighbors needs help with something in their 
home and letting us know so our SNO teams can 
help, and it’s serving on those SNO teams.  God 
doesn’t ask for an hour on Sunday mornings and 
an hour on Wednesday nights.  He asked us to 
love as He loved, and that’s a love that does the 
hard thing, even when it imposes. 
 
I’ve said it before, but I don’t mind sounding like a 
broken record player.  God has a ministry for 
you.  He has good works set aside for you, and 
he’s given you gifts that you need to use to serve 
others.  If you don’t know what that is, come talk 
to me or Mr. Frankie.  Helping you find your 
passion for ministry is my passion. 

 

Travis 
 

VIP’S FOR JUNE 
 
June 2 – Graduates 
June 9  – Hart Family 
June 16 – Fathers 
June 23 – Multi-Media/Sound Committee 
June 30 – Rheta and Steve Russell 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on August 
18. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu will 
include chicken fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue is 
used to help fund mission trips. Please come out 
and help support missions.   
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on July 14 during 
the Sunday School hour. One of the projects that 
day will be to pack food bags.  We need 
everyone to begin bringing in canned goods and 
non-perishable foods.  We are asking each family 
to donate at least $10.00 worth of food for this 
project.  The food can be brought to the vestibule 
or Family Life Center for collection. This is an 
opportunity to be a blessing to our community 
and others.   
 



 

 
 

Our 2019 VBS theme this year is Roar! Life is 
wild, God is Good”. This 5 day VBS experience 
will help everyone explore God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 
through the wild life. 
 
Bible School will be held Monday July 15

h
 

through Friday July 19
th
. Our Commencement 

and family day will be held on July 21
st
.  We will 

have our second Prop Shop on July 9
th
 beginning 

at 9:00. Anyone who can help would be greatly 
appreciated.   

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Wednesday night July 10

th
 at 7:00. We 

encourage all our men to come and participate in 
our Laymen’s League meetings.  
 

THANK YOU 
 

Frankie & Congregation, 
 
You guys are awesome! Thanks so much for 
your generous support and for another great year 
at Ayden Grifton High School and now Ayden 
Middle.    
 
Love you Guys!! 
David Wall 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
 

DAY CAMP 
 
Our second day camp will be held on July 24

th
.  

We will be going to the movie in the morning and 
then going to Lions Water Park after lunch.  The 
cost is $10.00 per person.  Please sign up and fill 
out a permission form if you would like for your 
child or grandchild to attend.  Our last Day Camp 
will be held on August 14

th
. 

 
 
 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday July 8

th
.  Please plan to come and help 

us worship the Lord with the residents of Ayden 
Court.  

 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 

NURSERY MINISTRY! 
 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in 
our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 2019 

 
Our annual Fall Festival has been scheduled 
for Saturday OCTOBER 5th.  Please put this in 
your calendars and plan to help with this 
important day. 
 

A Summer Blessing 
(by Author Unknown) 

 
May you walk with God 

This summer 
In whatever you do 
Wherever you go 

 

Walking with God means... 
Walking with honesty 

And with courage, 
Walking with love 

And respect 
And concern for the feelings of others 

 

May you talk to God 
This summer 

And every day and  
In every situation 

 

Talking with God means... 
Praying words of praise 

For the beauty of creation 
Saying prayers of thanks 

For friends and good times, 
Asking God's help 

In all your decisions 
Expressing sorrow 

When you have failed 
 

May you talk with God 
Every day Amen 



 

 
 

 
CHURCH PALL 

 
Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 

 

We would like to thank each person who 
helped with MEGA Sports Camp this year.  
With your help we had a very successful camp. 



 

 
 
 

               
July 4 -  Independence Day 
July 8 – Ayden Court 
July 8 – Deacons’ Meeting 
July 9 Prop Shop 
July 10 – Group meetings 
July 14 – Decorate for Bible School 
July 15-19 – VBS 
July 21 – VBS Commencement/Family Fun Day 
July 23 – Belize mission team meeting 
July 24 – Day Camp 
July 27-August 3 – Belize Mission Trip 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
E-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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VBS Meals 
July 15 – Spaghetti 
July 16 – Tacos 
July 17 – Chicken Tenders 
July 18 – Hamburger steak 
July 19 – Ham 
 


