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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

The first Sunday in June this year marks the 
celebration of Pentecost.  Some might ask, “What 
in the world is Pentecost?”  The word “Pentecost” 
designates the 50th day after Passover, which was 
a Feast Day, also known as the Feast of Weeks or 
Feast of Harvest.  
 
It was on this day, in the Book of Acts, that the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on 120 followers of Christ 
who were gathered in an Upper Room in 
Jerusalem. It was on this day that the Church was 
born in a Blaze of Glory. 
 
Some time ago I read this statement from the pen 
of Dr. Jerry Vines and I have never forgotten it. It 
said, “The average Christian and the average 
Church are somewhere bogged down between 
Calvary and Pentecost. They have been to Calvary 
for pardon, but they have not been to Pentecost for 
power. Bethlehem means God With Us. Calvary 
means God for us. But Pentecost means God in 
us.”  Dr. Vines said, “Those statements transformed 
my understanding of the person and the work of the 
Holy Spirit. I believe that the average Christian is 
much like the Ephesians believers when the 
Apostle Paul came to them in Acts 19:2 and said to 
them - Did You Receive The Holy Spirit when you 
believed? They replied that they didn’t even know 
that there was a Holy Spirit. Many Christians do not 
understand the role of the Holy Spirit and they have 
not appropriated the power of the Holy Spirit in their 
own personal life.” 
 
J. B. Phillips, who gave us the familiar paraphrase 
of the New Testament, wrote, “What we need today 
is again the wind and the flame of Pentecost.”  
 
One Baptist Preacher said, “Pentecost is not a 
Denomination, but is an Experience every Blood – 
Bought Child of God Should Receive.”  
 
We read in Acts 2 verses 38-39 these words from 
Peter, “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise 
is to you and to your children, and to all who are 
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.’”  In 

effect he said this outpouring of the Spirit is not a 
special blessing for a special few in a special age.  
Many of us have allowed the devil and religious 
tradition to rob us of the power of God.  The 
promise of the Holy Spirit is for all people who 
receive the call to repentance. Since God is still 
calling men to unto salvation, The Promise is good 
now!!! 
 
Dr. John R. Rice, the famous fundamentalist 
Baptist preacher, said, “There is an experience 
after Salvation, called the Baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. All Saved people do have the Holy Spirit. 
When someone is saved, the Holy Spirit puts him 
into the Body of Christ. But besides that, Christians 
ought to be filled with the Holy Spirit and special 
soul-winning power. Saved people are not always 
filled with the Holy Spirit, they ought to be, and can 
be, but many are not.” 
 
God promised that He would pour out His spirit 
upon all flesh, both men and women.  Luke 24:49 
states, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father 
upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you 
are endued with power from on high." 
 
Dr. R.A. Torrey said, “The infilling of the Holy Spirit 
is a definite and distinct experience. A Christian will 
know whether he has received the Spirit or not. 
God fulfilled that promised on Pentecost ten days 
after Christ ascended.  He sent the Holy Spirit to 
the faithful ones who obeyed and waited in the 
Upper Room in Jerusalem.  Peter declared, “This is 
it!!!” This is the fulfillment of the promise!  
 
But then some might ask, “What is the purpose of 
Pentecost?” The ultimate purpose of Pentecost can 
be summed up with one word, “HARVEST.” 
Harvest is at the Heart of Pentecost! 
 
In Joel 2:23-25 we find these words “Be glad then, 
you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your 
God; For He has given you the former rain 
faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down 
for you-- The former rain, And the latter rain in the 
first month. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of 
wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine 
and oil. 25 "So I will restore to you the years that 
the swarming locust has eaten.”  Two things are 
necessary for the Harvest 1) Early (former) Rain, 
which prepared the soil for the planting at Seed-



 

time. 2) Latter Rain, which matured the crop for 
harvest.  
 
Joel 3 goes on to say, “Proclaim ye this among the 
Gentiles… Let the heathen be wakened… Put ye in 
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the press is full.”   
 
The Holy Spirt was given to us to reap the harvest.  
It is through the Holy Spirit that men are saved.  He 
not only gives Christians the ability to proclaim the 
Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but He 
also prepares, and convicts the hearts of sinners to 
receive the Good News.  On the Day of Pentecost, 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out, Peter 
preached and 3,000 souls got saved and came into 
the Kingdom.  God has not given us the Holy Spirit 
to enjoy alone, while the world around us rushes on 
toward hell. We must never forget the needs of lost 
people, the people God loves, the people Christ 
died for, the people Christ commanded us to share 
the Good News with. 
 
Acts 1:8 says “But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  
We need the power of the Holy Ghost today!!! The 
modern church for the most part has lost the 
understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit.  Too 
many churches have become nothing more than 
social clubs, civic organizations with a religious tint.  
Just like Samson in the Bible, they don’t know that 
the Spirit of God has left them. They still have the 
form of religion, but have no power. 
 
Samson laid his head in Delilah’s lap. He lost his 
power with God and could do nothing but live a 
defeated life. He was blind, he was bound, he was 
grinding in circles at the mill of his enemies. Too 
often we have been robbed of our power, because 
we do not claim it and use it.  We find ourselves 
weak and defeated.  But God would have us to be 
victorious.   
 
Through the Power of the Holy Spirit, you can be a 
fearless, flaming witness for Christ. Instead of being 
a weak and wavering Christian, the Holy Spirit can 
give you stability so that you can stand up for 
Christ. 
 
The Power of the Holy Spirit can give you boldness 
confidence and courage to be the child of God that 
God intended. 

If you are a Christian, if you are saved, the gift of 
the Holy Spirit has been given to you.  All you have 
to do is allow Him to lead and guide you. 
 
Jesus is God’s special gift for the world. For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, 
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.  The Holy Spirit is God’s 
special Gift for the Christian. Jesus said in Luke 
11:13, “How much more shall your Heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.”  
Receiving Jesus will give you power to be a child of 
God.  Receiving the Holy Spirit will give you power 
to serve Christ by being His anointed witness.  Let’s 
not be satisfied until we allow the Holy Spirit to use 
us to make a difference in this world.  May the Lord 
fill us with His Spirit!!! 
 

Please join me on Sunday June 25
th
 as I serve 

you lunch to say thank you for the past 21 years. 
Each and every one of you have been a great 
blessing to my family and me.  So please join me 
as we celebrate what God has done. 
  
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we seek to 
love and serve Him better every day.  Be blessed 
and be a blessing!!!! 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 

JUNE PRAYER CONCERN 
 

During the month of June we are asking that 
each person pray especially for our week of 
camp at Cragmont.  Camp week has the 
potential to be an amazing week in the lives of 
our youth.  Pray that God will give safety in 
travel; will bless the campers and counselors; 
and that seeds will be planted that will grow to 
fruition.  We also are asking that you pray for 
those who have graduated from college and 
high school and that God will direct their lives 
and decisions that they will make in the coming 
weeks and months. 

 

 
VIP’S FOR May 

 
April 30 – Cindy Asby 
May 14 -  Evelyn Gray 
May 21 – Julie, Robert & Macon Daugherty 
May 28 –  Lisa, Jamie & Steven Nanney 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Summer is here.  Well, not literally.  The first 
day of summer is the 21 June.  But as far as 
activities are concerned, summer is here.  
Schools are about to let out, families are about 
to go on vacation, and we here at Elm Grove 
are gearing up for a busy season.  7 June is 
our End of School Bash, where we will 
conclude our year of Ultimate Wednesdays.  If 
previous years are any indication, it’s bound to 
be a fun way to say farewell to the school year.  
Then, 11-15 June is our Mega Sports Camp, 
and we are very excited to be able to share this 
with our youth.  There will be devotional times, 
sports and games, and a lot more.  If you have 
kids, know kids, or know someone that has 
kids, we hope you will let them know about this 
fun week and invite them to come. 
 

Of course, we are busy in July, as well.  I won’t 
waste too much time telling you about those 
activities in this letter, but make sure to mark 
your calendars for Cragmont (3-8 July) and 
Bible School (24-28 July).  This will be my first 
time going to camp, but I have heard nothing 
but great things from the campers, and 
everyone seems extremely excited.  If you 
have a child that wants to go, make sure to 
sign up soon.  The registration deadline is 12 
June. 
 

This summer, we are also hosting three Day 
Camps (28 June, 19 July, and 16 August).  
These are great opportunities for the kids to 
see friends and get out of the house for a day 
while families run errands, go to work, or take 
an all-day bubble bath.  The church will need 
volunteers to help run those camps, though, so 
if you have the time to help us give our kids 
and youth some great summer programming, 
exposure to the Gospel, and a positive 
environment, please let us know. 
 

But maybe your spiritual gifts aren’t in the 
nurturing or hospitality realms.  If that’s the 
case, we still have plenty of things we need 
your help with.  Specifically, we are holding 
three Prop Shops (27 June, 17 July, and 20 
July) so we can build, paint, and prep for our 
other summer events.  If those sound like skills 
you could contribute, be sure to come on by. 
 

Finally, I want to let you all know about two 
exciting additions to our online activities.  First, 
we recently switched our streaming service to 
YouTube, so you have a new way to watch.  
You can still stream on our website and on our 
Facebook page, but now you can also find us 
on YouTube (follow the link at the top of our 
website).  You can subscribe to our church’s 
channel, and you can even request to get 
notifications from us.  That way, whenever we 
go live or post a video, you will get a message 
letting you know about it. 
 

 
 

We have also set up a new page on our 
website up for documents.  We have the 
current monthly newsletter and weekly bulletin 
up there, but we also have forms and such.  
For example, if you need a copy of the 
Cragmont form to give to your child or 
neighbor, but you won’t have time to get up 
here and get one before the registration 
deadline (which is  12 June, in case you 
forgot) you can download and print it out 
directly from the website! 
 

In closing, I want to leave you with one of my 
favorite verses.  I hesitate to call it my life 
verse, because I don’t think we should restrict 
our responses to God to a single snippet of 
Scripture.  But for me, this has been something 
of a mantra to remind me how I should honor 
God with the gifts I have been given: 
 

“I therefore, a prisoner of the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love.”   – Paul to the Ephesians 4:1-
2 

 
 



 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on July 23 during 
the Sunday School hour. One of the projects 
that day will be to pack food bags.  We need 
everyone to begin bringing in canned goods 
and non-perishable foods.  We are asking each 
family to donate at least $10.00 worth of food 
for this project.  The food can be brought to the 
vestibule or Family Life Center for collection. 
This is an opportunity to be a blessing to our 
community and others.   

 
AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 

 
Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday June 5th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that 
morning.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

Please join our next Ladies Auxiliary meeting 
on Sunday evening, June 4th at 6:00.   
 
The Ladies Auxiliary is currently collecting 
change to support the Free Will Baptist 
Children’s Home.  Please continue to collect 
your change to help these children.  The blue 
bags are in the vestibule.  Any amount of 
change is greatly appreciated.   
 
The Ladies were pleased with the Mother’s 
Day Cake Fundraiser.  We were able to raise 
more than enough funds to send a child to 
Cragmont. Many people donated cake mixes 
and other cake ingredients.  We are thankful to 
all who bought cakes, gave of their time, effort, 
and energy to participate and to all who prayed 
for our success.  The Lord will bless you in a 
mighty way. 

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning 
at 8:30.  We will also practice on June 4th and 
June 11th at 4:30. 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on July 
16. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu 
will include turkey / ham. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue 
is used to help fund mission trips.  Come out 
and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

The next Laymen’s League meeting will be 
held June 4th at 6:00.  We encourage all our 
men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.   
 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

This year our week of summer camp will be 
July 3rd   through July 8th.  All of our youth ages 
7 to high school graduates are invited to 
attend.  Please see Mr. Travis, Mr. Frankie or 
the church office for the applications.  All 
applications need to be turned in by June 12.  
We will be taking up a love offering at the end 
of the morning service on June 11th to help 
send our youth to camp.  Please give as 
generously as possible. 
 

WOOD DUCKS BALL GAME 
 
On Monday June 26th we will be going to the 
Kinston Down East Wood Duck’s ball game.  
Tickets are $6.00 each.  Transportation from 
the church will be provided if desired.  Please 
sign up and pay for you tickets by June 18th. 
 
 

PRIME TIMERS MEETING 
 
On Tuesday June 6th we will have our 
Quarterly Prime Timers meeting.  The meeting 
will begin at 11:00.  Please sign up in the 
vestibule if you are planning on attending so 
the correct amount of food can be prepared. 
 
 
 
 



 

THANK YOU  
 

Elm Grove Church & Mr. Frankie 
 

Thank you so much for your love & support 
during my heart issues.  The calls, texts, cards 
& prayers have meant so much to me.  Please 
continue to pray for me. 
 

Love in Christ, 
Jennie Lou 
 

 
Dear Elm Grove SNO Ministry & Pastor 
Frankie Baggett, 
 

David and I want you to know how much we 
appreciate your love and concern behind the 
uplifting cards you sent to us over the year or 
so.  You ministered to our heart and 
encouraged our spirit.  Thank you!  We want to 
give back so that cards can be sent to others 
as well!   
 

Sincerely 
David & Lori Perkins 
 
 

Dear Pastor Baggett, 
 

Thank you for the gracious gift that your church 
gave to Gideons International through the 
Greenville South Camp. Gideon Patrick Nelson 
enjoyed the service very much. 
 

On behalf of the Gideons of the Greenville 
South Camp and The Gideons International, I 
want to express my sincere thanks to you and 
your congregation for your support of the 
Gideon work. The offering in the amount of 
$500.00 is tangible evidence of what we 
consider to be a partnership between the 
church and the Gideons International in 
providing God’s Word to a lost world. This 
offering will go towards scripture – enough to 
purchase and place 100 Bibles or 384 New 
Testaments. We can pray that many precious 
souls will come to a saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as a result of these Scriptures 
being distributed.   
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Greg Thomas 
President, Greenville South Gideon Camp 

Dear Members on Elm Grove Church, 
 
Thank you for the cake you gave us.  What a 
nice and thoughtful gesture! 
 
Sincerely,  
Cornelia Cox, Ann Carraway 
Ayden Elementary School 

 
Grifton School would like to thank you so much 
for the cake that was given for Teacher 
Appreciation week!  The staff said it was 

delicious, Did not stay around long!!   

 
Grifton School 
 
Elm Grove Church 
 
My name is Ben and I’m a junior at ECU. Since 
coming to eastern North Carolina, I’ve grown 
exponentially as a leader. Devon has been 
pivotal in my growth as a man and believer. 
We met in 2016 and our brotherhood continues 
to grow. Thank you for helping Devon impact 
my life.    
 
Ben Boyd 
(Nation to Nation Ministry) 

 
Thank you so much for the prayers and 
support that you have shown for Luke and our 
family.  May God continue to bless Elm Grove.  
Blessings! 
 
The Haithcock Family 
 

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
On April 19th the church voted on the new 
church officers for the 2017-2018 church year. 
These positions will begin on July 1. If you 
were elected to an office, committee or 
position, please take this responsibility 
seriously and strive to fulfill it to the best of 
your ability. Not only are you helping Elm 
Grove Church, but most importantly you are 
working for the Lord. When we commit to doing 
something for the Lord, it should be to the best 
of our ability and we should diligently strive to 
accomplish the task that we have agreed to do. 



 

 
 

Our 2017 VBS theme this year is Maker Fun 
Factory: Created By God, Built For A Purpose. 
This 5 day VBS experience will help everyone 
discover they are created by God and are built 
for a purpose. We will learn: God made you; 
God is for you; God is always with you; God 
will always love you; and God made you for a 
reason. Bible School will be held Monday July 
24th through Friday July 28th. We will be 
having Prop Shops on June 27, July 17, and 
July 20 beginning at 9:00.  Anyone who can 
help would be greatly appreciated.   
 

 

Our Mega Sports Camp this year will be held 
June 11th - 15th beginning each evening at 6:30 
and lasting until 8:30.  The Theme will be 
“Conquer The Day”.  We need adults and 
teens to help with MEGA Sports Camp.  Join 
the MEGA Sports team by helping in the 
following areas:  registration, head coaches, 
assistant coaches, and rally coaches (teaching 
short object lessons).  See Mr. Frankie, Mr. 
Travis or call the church office if you can help. 

 
END OF SCHOOL BASH 

 
On Wednesday night, June 7th we will have our 
end-of-school bash.  Supper will begin at 5:45.  
At 6:30 we will have a short devotion followed 
by games outside for all (most of these games 
will involve some type of water).  Please plan 
to join us that evening for fun and fellowship. 
 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 
 
We will have Promotion Sunday on June 11th.  
All our youth class will be promoted that day. 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving 
in our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 
 

CHURCH TRIP 
 
The church is planning a trip to the Pigeon 
Forge, Gatlinburg area during the week of 
August 14-18.  The price is $375.00 and 
includes transportation, 4 nights lodging, 6 
meals, 4 shows and admission to Dollywood.  
Anyone interested in going is asked to pay a 
$100.00 deposit by June 15th.   

 
DAY CAMPS 

 
We have scheduled three day camps for this 
summer.  June 28, July 19 and August 23.  On 
the June 28, we will be going to see a movie 
and to Lions Water Adventure in Kinston.  The 
cost is $10.00.  Please fill out a permission 
form and turn it into the office, Mr. Frankie or 
Mr. Travis. 

 
 

FALL FESTIVAL 2016 
 
Our annual Fall Festival has been scheduled 
for Saturday November 4th.  Please put this 
down in your calendars and plan to help with 
this important day. 
 

SHOES FOR ALEXIS 
 
Alexis is a young girl with Type 1 diabetes who 
is in need of a special alert dog to help with her 
disease.  The cost of the service animal is 
around $25,000.00.  To help with the expense 
her family and friends are collecting gently 
used shoes.  If they can collect 10,000.00 
pairs, a company working with Angle Bins will 
donate $4,000.00.  The shoes will then be 
distributed to third world countries.  A container 
will be placed in the vestibule.  If you have any 
questions please see Mrs. Kim Pate or Miss 
Lauryn Arnold. 



 

 
CHURCH PALL 

 
Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 

 
 

BIBLES 
 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church  

      
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – ElmGroveChurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmGroveOFWB 
Twitter - @ElmgroveOFWB 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
June 5 Ayden Court Ministry 
June 5  Deacons’ Meeting 
June 6 Prime Timers Meeting 
June 7 End Of School Bash 
June 11-15 MEGA Sports Camp 
June 18 Father’s Day 
June 25 Pastor’s 21st Anniversary 
June 27 VBS Prop Shop 
June 28 Day Camp 
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