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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Many times in life we go through periods of highs 
and lows - seasons that bring astonishing joys 
and seasons that bring extreme hurts and 
sadness.  We all have these times; life is full of 
good times and bad.  As we travel down life’s 
road, there are many days that seem just normal 
and then at other times we encounter moments 
that we will never forget.  These past few weeks I 
have experience great joy and severe sadness, 
but through it all God has been so good.  One 
thing we can always count on is the goodness of 
God.  Regardless of whatever we are facing, God 
has promised to never leave us or forsake us.  
He is always near helping us through the good 
and the bad.  He is there to celebrate with us and 
also comfort and strengthen us when we are 
hurting and need help. 
 

In the past few weeks, I have known Him to be 
Jehovah-Elohim, the all-powerful God.  I have 
experienced His peace as He has been Jehovah-
Shalom.  I have needed His guidance as He has 
been Jehovah-Rohi.  And I felt His provision as 
Jehovah- Jireh.  He has been good to me and I 
want to praise His glorious name.   
 

Let me share a bit.  Some time ago, Trey and 
Meredith (my son and daughter-in-law) decided 
that God was leading them to adopt a child.  As 
they went through the process, the excitement 
and uneasiness built in our family.  Knowing that 
God would send the right child into their lives was 
not a question. Just the waiting and other things 
that came along with the adoption seemed to be 
stressful at times.  But in God’s timing God 
opened the right doors.  Trey and Meredith were 
able to go and be at the hospital when a very 
precious child was sent from God to them.  After 
about a week, they were able to come home to 
North Carolina and I was able to go and hold my 
beautiful grandson, Micah Crimson Baggett.  The 
sheer joy of just sitting there with him in my arms 
can only be understood by grandparents.  My 
soul still shouts for joy as I think about the 
moment. I know that this is a moment of the 

journey of life that I will never forget. 
 
During this same period of time, over the past 
few months it became real to me that my god-
father’s body was deteriorating quickly.  Each 
time, over the past few months as I went to see 
him, I could tell that he was moving closer to the 
other side.  As I watched Him grow weaker and 
weaker it caused mixed emotions to rise up 
inside of me.  On one side my heart wanted to 
rejoice because I knew that he was getting closer 
to what he had worked for all his life.  He had 
looked forward for over 70 years to make it to the 
other side.  He had preached sermons about 
going to heaven; he had lived a faithful life 
following his Savior, Jesus Christ; and he was 
ready to go.  My soul wanted to rejoice because I 
knew that the moment that Jesus called him 
home he would be shouting and dancing on 
streets of gold and praising his Lord that he had 
served for all those years. 
 
But at the same time my heart was sad, because 
I loved him and would greatly miss him.  For 
those who did not know Bishop Forbes, let me 
tell you that you missed meeting one of the most 
wonderful men that ever walked on this earth.  
He was so kind, loving, encouraging, caring, and 
thoughtful. He was such a great example of a 
servant of God.  Paul told the Church at Corinth 
to follow him as he followed Christ and I can say 
without any doubt that would have applied to 
Bishop.  If you followed his example, you would 
be following Christ.  
 
Bishop Forbes was a wonderful man of God, who 
not only started and pastored churches in East 
Orange, New Jersey and Washington, DC, but 
was a pastor to people all over the world.  He 
never met a person to whom he did not show 
love and concern.  He loved people with a love 
that could only have come from God. And 
because he was willing to share that love, he 
helped change people’s lives all over this world.   
I am sure that having him in my life, I became a 
better man, pastor and friend.  He taught me so 
many things about life and how to live it.  It 



 

changed my journey down life’s path just by 
knowing him.   
 
When I got the call that he was taken to the 
hospital and was on life support, that sadness 
began to rise up.  As I visited him and saw his 
conditioned my heart hurt. As I held his hand I 
could not hold back the tears.  I just kept praying 
that God would call him home and that God 
would help us through this valley of the shadow 
of death.   
 
When I got the call that my godfather had passed 
to the other side, a shout of hallelujah rose from 
my soul, but an empty void was also left in my 
heart. 
 
God is faithful.  He is always there to sustain us 
and help us in those moments of need.  He is an 
all sufficient God.  God will meet all our needs if 
we will just turn to Him.  So I come back to my 
point in the beginning, no matter where you are 
in life, or what you are going through, I know God 
is able to do abundantly more for you than you 
can ever imagine.  Trust Him and He will see you 
through.  Put your faith in Him and you will not be 
let down.  I know that I know that He loves you 
and will always be there for you.  Keep holding 
His hand and He will carry you through. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we serve the 
Lord and others.  Be blessed and be a 
blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 

 
 

The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30. We will also practice on Sunday evening at 
4:30 on June 2

nd
.  

 
VIP’S FOR MAY 

 
May 12 – Mothers 
May 19 – Bessie Herchenbach 
May 26 – JoAnn Wade 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Howdy, church family!  I hope you’re staying 
cool! 
 
We’re here at the front end of summer, and I 
can’t wait for all the activities we have lined up.  
Be sure to mark your calendars and get ready for 
some fun. 
 
This coming Sunday, we will be headed over to 
Bear Grass for the Néos Conference.  This is a 
quarterly worship service where we can come 
together with other believers and worship the 
Lord as a community.  “Néos” means “youth” in 
Greek, and the name was chosen because the 
conference emphasizes the importance of our 
youth.  However, anyone is welcome to attend, 
regardless of age.  I would love it if we had some 
adults or families join us to make this an 
intergenerational ministry.  Our teens need to 
know that someone cares about them and is 
willing to pour into them.   
 
The van will leave at 5:30 pm, and attendees 
should eat dinner beforehand.  On the way home 
from the event, we will be stopping at Sonic for 
milk shakes, so you can bring a few dollars if you 
want to partake.  We should get home around 
9:30pm. 
 
But June is just starting.  The next week, Mr. 
Frankie and I will be heading to the Minister’s 
conference for some continuing education and 
fellowship.  The week after that, we have our 
MEGA sports camp.  The forms are out now, so 
make sure to sign up!  Then, the next week, we 
have our first prop shop to get ready for VBS, 
and we also have our June day camp!  Whew!  
What a busy month. 
 
This means there are so many opportunities for 
you to serve this month.  I encourage you to pray 
and see where God is calling you to serve.  I 
don’t mean ask him if you’re called; ask where 
you’re called.  We all have a ministry to do.  If 
you don’t know what that looks like, give me or 
Mr. Frankie a call.  It is my personal mission to 
help everyone in this church flourish in what God 
has called them to do, and I would love to help 
you find your ministry passion. 

Travis 
 



 

PRIME TIMERS MEETING 
 
On Tuesday June 25th we will have our Quarterly 
Prime Timers meeting.  The meeting will begin at 
11:00.  Please sign up in the vestibule if you are 
planning on attending so the correct amount of 
food can be prepared. 

 
CHICKEN SALAD / PIMENTO CHEESE 

 
We will be selling pints of chicken salad and 
pimento cheese to help raise money for the 
Belize Mission trip.  The cost will be $7.00 per 
pint.  You must order the pints you would like by 
June 26

th
.  The chicken salad and pimento 

cheese will be available for pick up on Saturday 
June 29 from 9 to 12 or Sunday after the morning 
worship service. 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on August 
18. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu will 
include chicken fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue is 
used to help fund mission trips. Please come out 
and help support missions.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

On the June 2nd meeting, we will summarize the 
book of Esther and learn 6 powerful ways in 
which Esther’s life helps us in our lives today.  
We will also be discussing our financial support 
for Cragmont and the Belize mission trip. Please 
come….and receive a blessing.  
 
We will be participating in the annual “Change for 
Children” Fundraiser for the FWB Children’s 
Home.  Your donation helps support warm beds, 
nutritious meals, birthday and Christmas gifts, 
worship services and daily devotions. The blue 
collection bags are in the vestibule.  Please take 
one and collect your change during the next 4 
weeks. Pray daily for the children. Thank you.  
 
 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS UPDATE 
 
Jason & Kathryn Branch 
804-731-4515 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on July 14 during 
the Sunday School hour. One of the projects that 
day will be to pack food bags.  We need 
everyone to begin bringing in canned goods and 
non-perishable foods.  We are asking each family 
to donate at least $10.00 worth of food for this 
project.  The food can be brought to the vestibule 
or Family Life Center for collection. This is an 
opportunity to be a blessing to our community 
and others.   

 
 

Our 2019 VBS theme this year is Roar! Life is 
wild, God is Good”. This 5 day VBS experience 
will help everyone explore God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 
through the wild life. 
 
Bible School will be held Monday July 15

h
 

through Friday July 19
th
. Our Commencement 

and family day will be held on July 21
st
.  We will 

be having Prop Shops on June 24 and July 9 
beginning at 9:00. Anyone who can help would 
be greatly appreciated.  We will have our workers 
meeting on Sunday June 30

th
 after the morning 

service. 
 

 
LEAVES GIVEN IN THE MONTH OF MAY 

 
In loving memory of Harley Jackson by James 
and Jennie Lou Garris. 
 

DEACON ORDINATION 
 
On June 9th during the morning service we will be 
ordaining our newly elected Deacon, Mr. Edward 
Hart.  Please pray for Edward and his family as 
they begin his new ministry. 

 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday Night June 2

nd
 at 6:00. We encourage all 

our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  



 

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
On April 24th the church voted on the new church 
officers for the 2019-2020 church year. These 
positions will begin on July 1. If you were elected to 
an office, committee or position, please take this 
responsibility seriously and strive to fulfill it to the 
best of your ability. Not only are you helping Elm 
Grove Church, but most importantly you are 
working for the Lord. When we commit to doing 
something for the Lord, it should be done to the 
best of our ability and we should diligently strive to 
accomplish the task that we have agreed to do. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

There’s no mistaking the happiness that comes from 
knowing people with such kind and giving hearts. 

 
Thanks for all of you that worked so hard by 
serving us by cutting our shrubs and trees down. 
We greatly appreciate all you did for us.  We are 
giving a monetary gift in your honor to SNO. 
 
Charles & Janice 
Branch 
 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who helped me celebrate my 96

th
 birthday on 

May 19.  I enjoyed the lovely lunch and all the 
cake and ice cream.  I appreciated all the well 
wishes, cards and donations to Elm Grove 
Church in my honor.   
 
God bless  
Bessie Herchenbach 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

This year our week of summer camp will be July 
1

st
 through July 6

th
.  All of our youth ages 7 to 

high school graduates are invited to attend.  
Please see Mr. Travis, Mr. Frankie or the church 
office for the applications.  All applications need 
to be turned in by June 12

th
.  We will be taking up 

a love offering at the end of the morning service 
on June 9

th
 to help send our youth to camp. 

Please give as generously as possible. 
 
 
 
 

 

Our MEGA Sports camp this year will be held on 
June 17-20. (Notice this is Monday night through 
Thursday night.) The Theme will be 
“FUNdamentals”.  We need adults and teens to 
help with MEGA Sports Camp.  Join the MEGA 
Sports team by helping in the following areas:  
registration, head coaches, assistant coaches, 
and rally coaches (teaching short object lessons).  
See Mr. Frankie, Mr. Travis or call the church 
office if you can help. 
 

DAY CAMPS 
 
We have scheduled three day camps for this 
summer on June 26, July 24 and August 14.  On 
June 26

th
 will be visiting the US North Carolina 

Battleship.  We will be leaving the church at 9:00 
and return that evening.  The cost is $10.00 per 
person.  Please sign up and fill out a permission 
form by Sunday June 23

rd
 if you would like for 

your child or grandchild to attend.   
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in 
our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 

 
END OF SCHOOL BASH 

 
On Wednesday night, June 5

th
 we will have our 

end-of-school bash.  Supper will begin at 5:45.  
At 6:30 we will have a short devotion followed by 
water time outside.  Please plan to join us that 
evening for fun and fellowship. 

 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday June 3

rd
.  Please plan to come and help 

us worship the Lord with the residents of Ayden 
Court.  

 



 

 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

               
June 2 – Graduation Sunday 
June 3 – Ayden Court 
June 3 – District Laymen’s League Meeting 
June 5 – End Of School Bash 
June 9 – Camp Offering 
June 16 – Father’s Day 
June 17-20 – MEGA Sports Camp 
June 23 – Pastor’s 23

rd
  Anniversary 

June 24 – Prop Shop 
June 25 – Prime Timers Meeting 
June 26 – Day Camp 
June 29-30 – Chicken Salad/Pimento cheese sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
E-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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