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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
Can you imagine anything more wonderful than 
hearing the God of all creation pronounce the 
final benediction upon your life in these words:  
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 
been faithful …. enter into the joy of your Lord”? 
What wonderful words to hear.  But can you 
imagine any statement more totally devastating 
than that other verdict, “You wicked and lazy 
servant”? 
 
Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, “Let a man so 
consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. 

 
Moreover it is required 

in stewards that one be found faithful.”  As God’s 
people we are supposed to be faithful.  A faithful 
servant has several traits that characterize their 
lives.   

First a faithful steward has faith in God the 
Creator.    Faith says that God is the owner of all.   
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein” (Ps. 
24:1). God is the ultimate owner of all that is. He 
created and sustains the world; the world 
answers to God. Both Old and New Testament 
statements constantly remind us that God holds 
the title of ownership to the entire world.  We 
belong to God. The story of creation in Genesis 
tells us that God created Man in His own image.  
Paul reminded the Corinthians that we belong to 
God because of Christ’s redemption. Listen to 
those beautiful words: “You are not your own; 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). This marvelous 
statement is the classic expression of Christian 
stewardship. We belong to God even more than 
we belong to our own families. 

A faithful steward also has faith in man, God’s 
creature.  Man’s origin is in God.  Life is focused 
on God. Since God is our creator, our lives must 
be in terms of God’s purpose for us. This 
requires that we constantly look up to Him to get 
our bearings.  We are not our own to do as we 
desire with our lives. Freedom is never license to 

“do as I please,” but is rather liberation from our 
bondage so that we can fulfill the task for which 
God created us. 
 
Our purpose in life is to serve God - to care for 
other people. Biblical faith constantly reminds us 
that we can express our love for God only as we 
care for God’s creation and especially for the 
other people God has created. We are told that 
we cannot claim to be honoring God if we are 
oppressing our neighbor. We show our love to 
God through our love for fellow humans.  We 
also are supposed to glorify God by worshipping 
and serving Him. Glorifying God is living in such 
a relationship to God within creation that we 
reflect his own holiness back to him. We do this 
through serving and worshiping. 
 
The faithful steward lives “by faith.”  Living by 
faith is different than living by sight. Paul 
reminded the Corinthians, “We walk by faith, not 
by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). This reminder has several 
applications.  First, life faces uncertainty. Faithful 
Christian stewards are able to face the 
uncertainty of tomorrow because of the strength 
of their relationship with their master.  We might 
not know what tomorrow holds, but we can be 
assured of who holds tomorrow. That faith allows 
us to live with boldness. Fear is the contrary of 
faith. Fear cringes and withdraws and hides; faith 
stands up and takes the risk of tomorrow with 
confidence. When we put our trust in God we are 
saying we trust Him with everything.  And we 
also believe that He will be there to help us 
through everything.  As we travel through life, 
many obstacles will hinder our walk.  But God 
has entrusted each of us with certain abilities and 
talents that will help us overcome if we continue 
to trust in Him.  Our faithfulness is not dependent 
on our abilities, but on our desire and attitude to 
love and serve Him.   
 
Someone once said bankers must be honest; 
soldiers must be brave; watchmen must be 
vigilant; runners must be swift; weightlifters must 
be strong; stewards must be faithful. 
 



 

Let us strive to be faithful servants so we might 
hear those wonderful words, “Well done thy good 
and faithful servant.”  May the Lord place a smile 
on your face and love and joy down deep in your 
heart as we come together to worship and praise 
Him. Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Spring is in the air! The pear trees are blooming, 
the days are getting warmer, and Elm Grove is 
as busy as a bee hive.  There are plenty of ways 
to get involved and join our community, 
especially since we are focusing on being 
“gathered to serve as the people of God.” 
 
This Saturday, March 3rd, is our LIFE 
Conference, which will have some great 
workshops for learning and teaching.  If you want 
to grow or help others grow in their walk with 
Christ, you don’t want to miss it.  And, of course 
I’d be remiss if I didn’t point out that the church is 
hosting a wedding shower the next day for a 
blessed young couple. 
 
Then, March 10th is our Ladies’ Tea.  It’s a great 
chance for our ladies to get together and have a 
nice, elegant meal, drink some tea, hear from a 
great speaker, and enjoy the female camaraderie 
within our church family. 
 
The third weekend, March 16-17, is our annual 
Laymen’s League Pancake Fundraiser.  After our 
Fall Festival, this is one of the most anticipated 
events every year, and folks from around the 
county turn out for our breakfast spread.  I hope 
all of our men are ready to help out and serve 
this great cause. 
 
Also, this month is Missions Month.  We will be 
focusing on how we as a church can impact 
missions both here at home, across the country, 
and across the world. Especially as we are 
preparing to honor the death of Jesus and 
celebrate his victory, I hope we can all come to 
understand how important it is that we reach out 
to the world and share the Gospel.  
 
And of course, all of our weekly activities will be 
going on as well.  Our weekly Bible studies are 
still meeting on Tuesday and Thursday, and we 

have Ultimate Wednesday, dinner, and evening 
worship every Wednesday.  There are so many 
opportunities to get plugged in that I pray you will 
find somewhere to serve as one of God’s people. 
 
Finally, I want to encourage you as we continue 
on with the Lenten season.  This is a time of 
reflection, repentance, and acknowledgment of 
our own mortality.  I pray that you will take this 
time seriously and turn your heart and focus to 
God. This isn’t a season for New Year’s 
resolutions 2.0 or self-improvement.  In fact, it’s 
quite the opposite.  This is a time for looking past 
ourselves and trusting our Lord and Master.  
Self-reliance is what got humanity in this mess to 
begin with.  As we get closer to Easter, take a 
few moments to pray that God would convict you 
of your sin and open your eyes to how much you 
need him.  The battle has been won, but we must 
choose our side. 
 
God bless! 
 

VIP’S FOR FEBRUARY 
 
February 4 -   Donna Hickman 
February 11 – Taylor & Tyler Barrow  
February 18 -  Michelle Berry 
February 25 – Carraway Family 

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on March 18

th
 at 

6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage everyone 
to come and participate that evening. 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday March 5

th
 at 11:00 am. We encourage 

everyone to go and worship the Lord that 
morning.   

 
TREE OF LIFE 

 

In honor of Dr. Franklin Baggett by Henry “Dick” 
Evans Family 
 
In memory of Henry “Dick” Evans by Tony & Pam 
Evans 

 
 



 

LAYMEN’S PANCAKE FUNDRAISER 
 

On Friday night March 16
th
 and Saturday 

morning March 17
th
 the Laymen will have their 

annual Pancake fundraiser.  The tickets will be 
$6.00.  The Laymen use the proceeds to help 
people and the community. We encourage 
everyone to come and support this event.  
Please see Mr. Bill Jones or call the church office 
for more details and to get tickets. 

 
WEDDING SHOWER 

 
There will be a wedding shower for Travis Jones 
and Jessie Bartholomew on Sunday, March 4

th
  

from 1:30 until 3:00. 
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies will meet Sunday night March 11
th
 at 

6:00 in the Sanctuary.   
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night March 11

th
 at 6:00. We encourage 

all our men to come and participate in our 
Laymen’s League meetings. The District 
Laymen’s League meeting will be held on 
Monday March 5

th
 at Rose Hill FWB Church.  

The van will be leaving at 6:00. 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night March 4

th
, 

11
th
, & 18

th
, at 4:30 and Wednesday nights after 

mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30.   
 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on March 
25

th
. Eat in or take out service will be provided 

after the morning worship service.  The menu will 
include chicken fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue is 
used to help fund mission trips. Please come out 
and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in 
our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 
 

CHURCH BUDGET 
 
The Finance Committee will soon begin working 
on the 2018-2019 church budget. All boards, 
committees and individuals who would like to 
make a suggestion to the finance committee 
need to put it in writing and turn it into the 
church office or give it to one of the finance 
committee members by March 5

th
. The finance 

committee consists of: James Saine [chairman], 
Paul Russell, Nathan Pipkin, Peggy Webber and 
Christine Clark. 

 
MARCH IS MISSIONS MONTH 

 
During the month of March we will put special 
emphasis on missions.  Each week we will strive 
to do something to highlight missions.  Rev. 
Harold Jones will be our guest on Sunday March 
18

th
.  During the Sunday School hour, all adult 

classes will meet in the sanctuary and Mr. Harold 
will be presenting a slide show on the different 
mission points around the world. During the 
morning worship celebration Mr. Harold will be 
presenting the morning message.  Our annual 
Mission Offering will also be taken up that day 
during the morning worship service. Please begin 
praying about the offering and asking God what 
He would desire for you to give that day to see 
His work done throughout the world.   
 

PRIME TIMERS NEWS 
 
The next Prime Timers meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 6

th
 at 11:00 a.m. There is a sign-

up sheet in the vestibule.  We look forward to 
seeing you at our meeting. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
begins Sunday, March 11.  

Don’t forget to set your 
clocks FORWARD one hour. 



 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Bruce and I would like to express our 
appreciation for the Christmas bags delivered to 
us during the Holidays.  Thanks for everything!! 
 
Yours in Christ 
Bruce & Geri Cannon 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Food 
Bank!  It means so much to so many.  Stop by 
the Greenville Branch to see our work in action. 
 
Best Wishes 
George 
 

 
During a time like this we realize how much our 

family and friends really mean to us…. Your 
expression of sympathy will always be 

remembered. 
The Family of Henry T. Evans 

 
Dear Elm Grove Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for your kindness and 
generosity shown upon the passing our our dad. 
Your visits, calls, prayers and special family meal 
provided are all deeply appreciated and will 
always be remembered as a special blessing 
during our time of loss.   
 
The Evans Family 
 
Elm Grove SNO Ministry, 

 
Because you’re so nice, because you’re so kind 

 
I would like to thank all of you for the cards, 
prayer shawl, the knitted caps, but most of all the 
prayers that you said for me. Your Church is so 
nice. 
 
Thank You 
Betty Beacham  
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 
 
This year we have an exciting week of activities 
planned as we celebrate Holy Week.  We will 
begin the celebration on Palm Sunday, March 
25

th
, remembering Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem.  Our adult choir will present this 
years’ Cantata during the morning service. 
 
On Wednesday night March 28

th
 beginning at 

7:00 we will have a Pre-Easter service.  On 
Thursday we will have a special Easter meal 
together beginning at 6:00 followed by a Maundy 
Thursday service beginning at 7:00. Friday, 
beginning at 7:00, we will have our annual Good 
Friday service. The Reverend Josh Boatright will 
be with us that night, expounding on the last 
seven statements of Christ.  Saturday, March 31

st
  

will be our Egg Hunt and hot dog lunch at 10:30.   
 
Easter Sunrise service will begin at 6:45 am 
followed by a delicious breakfast served by the 
Laymen’s League. We will have our regular 
services that morning with Sunday School at 9:00 
and morning worship at 10:00. We will not have 
any evening services that night. We hope that 
you are looking forward to the celebration of Holy 
Week and will attend as many of our activities as 
possible. 
 
 

LADIES TEA 
 

We are bringing out the fine china and linens and 
decorating the Family Life Center for our seventh 
annual Ladies’ Tea. This luncheon will be 
Saturday, March 10

th
 beginning at 11:00. Tickets 

are $15.00 per person. The menu will include a 
cold plate of chicken salad, ½ pimento cheese 
sandwich, pasta salad and fruit salad along with 
dessert. This is a wonderful opportunity to have a 
mother-daughter outing or a girl’s day out, or just 
lady friends getting together. This fundraiser will 
support our young people going to camp. It will 
be a time of great fellowship and a wonderful way 
to support our young people. Invite all your lady 
friends and family!!  We look forward to sharing 
tea and lunch with you on March 10

th
. For more 

information and tickets call the church office or 
Mrs. Sandra Farmer. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church   
     
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
March 3  Life Conference at Mount Olive 
March 4  Chuck Branches Ordination at Rose 
Hill 
March 5  Ayden Court Ministry 
March 5  District Laymen’s League Meeting 
March 6  Prime Timers Lunch Meeting 
March 10  Ladies Tea 
March 11  Daylight Saving Time Begins 
March 12  Deacon’s Meeting 
March 16-17 Laymen’s League Pancake 
Fundraiser 
March 18  Mission Sunday 
March 25  Palm Sunday 
March 25  It Doesn’t Matter Café 
March 28  Pre-Easter Service 
March 29  Maundy Thursday Service 
March 30  Good Friday Service 
March 31  Easter Egg Hunt 
April 1    Resurrection Sunday 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
March 7 – Tacos 
March 14 – Soup 
March 21- Spaghetti 

March 28 – Chicken Tenders   
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