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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
Charles Colson the founder of Prison Fellowship 
ministries and Break Point a daily radio broadcast tells 
the following story. 
 
“Most of us know the story of the first Thanksgiving; at 
least, we know the Pilgrim version. But how many of us 
know the Indian viewpoint?  No, I'm not talking about 
some revisionist, p.c. version of history. I'm talking about 
the amazing story of the way God used an Indian named 
Squanto as a special instrument of His providence. 

Historical accounts of Squanto's life vary, but historians 
believe that around 1608, more than a decade before 
the Pilgrims landed in the New World &  group of English 
traders, led by a Captain Hunt, sailed to what is today 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. When the trusting 
Wampanoag Indians came out to trade, Hunt took them 
prisoner, transported them to Spain, and sold them into 
slavery. 

But God had an amazing plan for one of the captured 
Indians; a boy named Squanto.  Squanto was bought by 
a well-meaning Spanish monk, who treated him well and 
taught him the Christian faith. Squanto eventually made 
his way to England and worked in the stable of a man 
named John Slaney. Slaney sympathized with Squanto's 
desire to return home, and he promised to put the Indian 
on the first vessel bound for America. 

It wasn't until 1619; ten years after Squanto was first 
kidnapped; that a ship was found. Finally, after a decade 
of exile and heartbreak, Squanto was on his way home. 

But when he arrived in Massachusetts, more heartbreak 
awaited him. An epidemic had wiped out Squanto's 
entire village. 

We can only imagine what must have gone through 
Squanto's mind. Why had God allowed him to return 
home, against all odds, only to find his loved ones dead? 

A year later, the answer came. A shipload of English 
families arrived and settled on the very land once 
occupied by Squanto's people. Squanto went to meet 
them, greeting the startled Pilgrims in English. 

According to the diary of Pilgrim Governor William 
Bradford, Squanto "became a special instrument sent of 
God for [our] good . . . He showed [us] how to plant [our] 
corn, where to take fish and to procure other 
commodities . . . and was also [our] pilot to bring [us] to 
unknown places for [our] profit, and never left [us] till he 
died." 

When Squanto lay dying of a fever, Bradford wrote that 
their Indian friend "desired the Governor to pray for him, 
that he might go to the Englishmen's God in heaven." 
Squanto bequeathed his possessions to his English 
friends "as remembrances of his love." 

Who but God could so miraculously weave together the 
lives of a lonely Indian and a struggling band of 
Englishmen? It's hard not to make comparisons with the 
biblical story of Joseph, who was also sold into slavery; 
and whom God likewise used as a special instrument for 
good.” 

It is always amazing to me how God can take a bad 
situation and make good out of it.  We read in Romans 
8:28, “And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.”  God takes the worst of things 
and can bring good and wonderful things out of them.   

I still believe that God is at work in the lives of people.  
He still desires to bring good things from the bad that is 
happening all around us.   

So many times we seem to look at the bad.  People 
seem to dwell on the negative.  But God is still at work.  
God is still working miracles in people’s lives.  He is still 
healing the sick, helping the blind to see and the lame to 
walk.  He is still in the business of saving lives and 
bringing people to Him.  As God’s people we need to 
spend more time looking around seeing the good that 
God is doing instead of finding the bad that is around us. 

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving, the day that has 
been set apart to show our thanksgiving to God for His 
many blessings.  Thanksgiving should not be a once a 
year activity but a daily attitude.  An attitude of gratitude 
for all that God does for us each and every day.  Each 
day we should have a moment of Thanksgiving to say 
thank you to the Lord for His many blessings in our lives.  
Maybe we should make it a point each night before we 
go to sleep in our evening prayer time to specifically 
thank God for a particular thing that He did for us that 
day.  If we spend more time thanking Him for the good, 
we will have less time to complain about the bad.  Let’s 
make this November a time of real thanksgiving. 

May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we seek to be thankful 
for all that God does for us every day.  Be blessed and 
be a blessing!!!! 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

As I briefly mentioned at the last business meeting, 
I am very excited about what God is doing in our 
high school classes.  Mr. Nathan and Ms. Lorrie are 
doing great things on Sunday morning, and we are 
having some great discussions on Wednesday 
night as we talk about Acts and the early church. 
The teenagers are asking good questions and 
seem genuinely curious about how to live out their 
faith in their mission field.  I am blessed to be a part 
of the program, and I look forward to helping our 
young people grow in their faith.  But none of it 
would be possible without you, their church family, 
pouring into them and mentoring them. 
 
Speaking of our young people, I am also excited to 
see what is going on in our Ultimate Wednesday 
program.  God is using us to do good things in their 
lives, from giving them a place to feel welcome and 
safe to working and playing with their fellow 
students.  Thank you, Elm Grove, for opening your 
doors to these children. 
 
But with such a large number of students (we’ve 
doubled the number of Ultimate Wednesday kids 
from last year, and our Wednesday night high 
school program has jumped from zero to six!), 
comes a need for more volunteers.  Make no 
mistake:  The devil wants these children.  He wants 
to twist them, mislead them, deceive them, and pull 
them away from God.  I have heard heart-breaking 
stories from our students about the tragic things 
happening in our schools and homes.  Satan is 
worming his way into their hearts and minds, and 
we have a responsibility as God’s children to fight 
for them.   
 
We need dedicated and loving people to help us 
serve them, mentor them, and show them the love 
of Christ.  But we can’t do that from the sidelines.  I 
encourage you to find a way to get involved and 
help us with the fight for our young people.  Paul 
instructed Titus on the importance of older 
generations mentoring younger believers, and 
Proverbs 22 speaks of the importance of instructing 
our young people.  So this is my prayer for you:  
Dedicate a few hours a month to tutoring and 
encouraging our Ultimate Wednesday students; 
offer to lead games or devotionals to build 
relationships with them; make an effort to mentor 
our high school students and young adults to help 
them mature in their faith.  God has put us in their 
lives for a reason, and I pray that we will take 
advantage of it. 
 

NOVEMBER PRAYER CONCERN 
 
During the month of November we are asking that 
each person spend time praying for the persecuted 
Church around the world.  Each day thousands of 
Christians are being persecuted for their faith.  
Many are jailed and have lost family and friends for 
their faith in Christ.  Pray that God will give them 
strength through this struggle and that they may 
know His grace is sufficient for their needs. 

 
 

VIP’S FOR OCTOBER 
 
October 1 – James and Dorothy Saine 
October 8 -  Past members 
October 15 – Bruce and Geri Cannon 
October 22 – Setzer Family 
October 29 – Harper Family 

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on November 19th at 
6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday November 6th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that morning.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary will meet Sunday night 
November 5th. Janet McKinney will be sharing the 
devotion. 
 
Our annual Christmas party will be Sunday, 
December 3rd at 6:00 at the home of Mary Briley:  
401 E. Littlefield Road.  All ladies are invited.  You 
will receive a blessing.   
 
With love, 
Mary Briley 

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night November 5 at 6:00.  We encourage 
all our men to come and participate in our 
Laymen’s League meetings. The Laymen’s League 
is also sponsoring a fellowship fish stew / lima bean 
supper on November 16th at 6:00.   

 



 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night November 5th, 
and 19th at 4:30 and Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30.   
 
 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on 
November 26. Eat in or take out service will be 
provided after the morning worship service.  The 
menu will include meatloaf / chicken and pastry, 
mashed potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The 
cost will be $7.00 per person.  Remember that the 
café revenue is used to help fund mission trips.  
Come out and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   

 
 

LEAVES IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
 

In memory of Peggy Lou Stokes by Geri Norris and 
Bruce Cannon 
 
In memory of Peggy Stokes 7/9/1937 – 9/21/2017 by 
Agnes & Marvin Strickland 
 
 

 
 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to 
children in desperate situations worldwide through 
simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and evangelistic materials 
that tell the Good News of God’s love. National 
Collection Week will be held November 13-20.   We will 
be packing these shoeboxes during SNO in November.  
We need your help.  We will be collecting items for our 
shoe boxes over the next few weeks.  Our goal is to 
pack at least 75 shoeboxes.  Please bring your items 
and place them in the collection box in the vestibule of 
the Sanctuary.  If you would like to pack your own 
shoebox, we have the boxes. 
 
 

PRIMETIMERS MEETING 
 

On December 5
th
 we will have our quarterly meeting.  

We encourage everyone to attend.  Please sign up in the 
vestibule if you are planning to attend. 
 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
To: Mr. Frankie & Each Member of our Elm Grove 
Church Family, 
 
Thank you for the kindness shown to me and my family 
during my recent illness. Your thoughts, calls and 
prayers were greatly appreciated.  We also truly enjoyed 
the delicious meals you prepared for us. I ask that you 
continue to keep us in your prayers as we move forward 
on this journey as we ask for the healing of my body. 
May God continue to bless our church and each one of 
us as we become stronger witnesses for Him. 
 
Thank you again, 
Mary Bissette 
 
 
 
Ms. Peggy sure did love her church family. She really 
missed going to church the last few months. Thank you 
so much for what you have done for Ms. Peggy. She 
always bragged on the awesome meals that have been 
prepared at Elm Grove.  The food was awesome. 
Thanks for the food and the beautiful flower.  
 
Love,  
Tony & Teresa 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
“A generous person with be blessed, for he gives some 
of his food to the poor” – and you did just that.  
 
We at the Ayden Christian Care Center appreciated your 
contribution of food for distribution to those who need it. 
When we look around, we see and know that there are 
those who are really hungry and needy.  You have 
helped alleviate that situation by your generosity.   
 
Come and visit us, especially on Friday morning when 
we are at our business.   
 
Your Friends in Christ  
Workers at the ACCC 
(Ayden Christian Care Center) 

 
 

MEMBERS UPDATES 
 
NEW PHONE NUMBER 
Evelyn Gray      524-3000 
 
ADDRESS for BROCK BULLOCK 
PFC Bullock, Spencer B. 
3

rd
 Battalion 12

th
 Marines 

Echo Battery Unit 36100 
FPO AP 96385-6100 
 



 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
We are happy to welcome Megan Carlson to our 
Church Family. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 2017 

 
Our annual Fall Festival will be held on Saturday 
November 4

th
.  We will begin the day with breakfast 

begin served from the snack bar and the yard sale at 
7:00.  The Country Store will open at 7:00 also. At 10:30 
until 1:30 the BBQ chicken plates will be available.  At 
5:15 the Snack Bar will open for supper and the Auction 
will begin at 6:00.  We need lots of help that day and 
preparing for the day.  Please make plans to participate 
in the day of work and fellowship. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
PRACTICE 

Our youth have started practicing for this year’s 
Christmas Program.  They practice on Wednesday 
nights beginning at 6:30.  We encourage all our 
children to come and participate in the program this 
year. The program will be held on Sunday 
December 10th during the morning service. 

ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

This year we will be having our Adult Christmas 
party on Saturday December 2nd beginning at 5:00.  
We will have a great time celebrating the birthday 
of our Lord and fellowshipping together. Donations 
will go towards helping with our teenagers 
redecorate their Sunday School Classroom. Come 
join us as we experience a night of wonderful 
Christmas celebration.  

 
STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 

 
Please join us on Sunday, November 12th as we 
give honor to our staff here at Elm Grove Church 
during the worship service at 10:00.  Let us make 
this a day that shows them how much we 
appreciate them.   
 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MOUNT OLIVE DINNER 
 
On Monday November 20th at 6:30 pm, the Annual 
Pitt County Dinner will be held at Rose Hill Free 
Will Baptist Church. A love offering for the 
university will be taken up on November 19th at the 
end of the morning worship service.  If you have 
any questions please see Mr. Tony Evans. 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd, we will have 
an informal service beginning at 9:00.  The service 
will last only about 35 to 45 minutes, but it will give 
us the time to tell the Lord how thankful we are for 
His many blessings. We invite and encourage 
everyone to attend. 
 

MID-WEEK SERVICE MOVED 
 

The mid-week services on Wednesday November 
22nd have been moved to Tuesday night November 
21st.  We will have supper that night at 5:45.  
Children’s play practice will begin at 6:30, and at 
7:00 we will have our annual Pre-Thanksgiving 
service. We will have choir practice after the 
service. Please mark this change on your 
calendars. 
 

NEW CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Before we know it 2017 will be finished and the 
year 2018 will be here.  We will begin working on 
our new church calendar soon. The church 
calendar includes birthdays and anniversaries of 
people who are attending Elm Grove Church at this 
time.  We try to include not only members, but also 
everyone who is a part of our active family.  If your 
address or phone number has changed since the 
last time we put the calendar together, please call 
the church office and let us know by December 
13th.  It is not the office’s responsibility to make sure 
we have your correct address, phone number, 
birthday, and anniversary; that responsibility is 
yours. We will try our best to publish the information 
that we have correctly, but mistakes can always be 
made and we apologize for them.  Let’s all do our 
part to make this year’s calendar the best ever. 

 

DAY LIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDS ON 
NOVEMBER 5

th 



 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church  
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
Twitter - @ElmgroveOFWB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
November 4  Fall Festival 
November 5  Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 6  Ayden Court 
November 6  Deacons’ Meeting 
November 9  Central Conference Meeting 
November 11 Veteran’s Day 
November 12 Staff Appreciation Sunday 
November 14 Trip To What Child Is This 
November 16 Laymen’s League Fellowship Supper 
November 19 SNO 
November 20 UMO County Dinner  
November 21 Pre-Thanksgiving Service 
November 23  Thanksgiving Day Service 
November 26 It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
November 1 – Tacos 
November 8 – Breakfast foods 
November 15- Spaghetti 
November 21 - Soup 
November 29 - Chicken Tenders  
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