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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

It is hard to believe that it is November already.  
Where has this year gone?  So many different things 
have happened since the first of the year.  God has 
really been good to each of us and as Thanksgiving 
approaches we need to be very thankful for all that He 
has done.  Someone has written this beautiful prayer 
that reminds us of all the things we need to be 
thankful for and I wanted to share it with you. 
 
“Thank you, God, for Your many blessings on us this 
past year...the ones we've seen, as well as the ones 
we haven't seen.  
 
Thank you for the food that you have given us to keep 
us strong and healthy. 
 
Thank you, God, for the times You have said "no." 
They have helped us depend on You so much more. 
 
Thank you, God, for prayers that have gone 
unanswered or delayed. It reminds us that You know 
what's best for us, even when our opinion differs.  
 
Thank You for the things you have withheld. You have 
protected us from what we may never realize.  
 
Thank You, God, for the doors You have closed. They 
have prevented us from going where You would 
rather not have us go.  
 
Thank you, Lord, for the physical pain You've allowed 
in our lives.  It has helped us more closely relate to 
Your sufferings on our behalf.  
 
Thank you, Lord, for the alone times in our lives. 
Those times have forced us to lean in closer to You.  
 
Thank you, God, for the uncertainties we've 
experienced. They have deepened our trust in You.  
 
Thank You, Lord, for the times You came through for 
us when we didn't even know we needed a rescue. 
 
Thank You, Lord, for the losses we have experienced. 
They have been a reminder that You are our greatest 
gain.  
 
Thank You, God, for the tears we have shed. They 
have kept our hearts soft and moldable.   
 

 
Thank You, God, for the times we haven't been able 
to control our circumstances. They have reminded us 
that You are sovereign and on the throne.  
 
Thank You, God, for Your ability to take what we 
consider 'tragedy' and turn it into a treasure. 
 
Thank You, God, for those You have called home to 
be with You. Their absence from this earth reminds us 
to keep our eyes fixed on heaven.   
 
Thank You, God, that we have an inheritance in the 
heavenly places...something that this world can never 
steal from us and we could never selfishly squander.  
 
Thank You, God, for the greatest gift You could ever 
give us: forgiveness through Your perfect Son's death 
on the cross on our behalf.  
 
Thank you, God, for the righteousness You credited 
toward us, through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. It's a righteousness we could never attain to on 
our own.  
 
And thank You not only for our eternal salvation, but 
for the salvation You afford us every day of  our lives 
as You save us  from ourselves, our foolishness, our 
own limited insights, and our frailties in light of Your 
power and strength.  
 
Thank You, God, for all that You have allowed and 
not allowed in our lives this past year. For we commit 
our lives anew to You this day and ask that You would 
continue to remind us, throughout this next year, that 
You are God, You are on the throne, and You are 
eternally good.  
 
Thank You, finally, that we can pray in the name of 
Jesus, who made our access to You—and a personal 
relationship with You—possible.  Amen.” 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we thank God for His 
goodness and presence in our lives.  Be blessed and 
be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
 
 



 

 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
I hope all of you are enjoying the fall season.  We 
had a great time at Fun Fest, and I am really 
grateful for to all the families who participated, 
and to everyone who gave of their time and 
energy to make it a success.  The lock-in earlier 
in the month was also a big hit, and we are 
already making plans for next year. 
 
I am also looking forward to the events we have 
coming up.  First, a reminder to the teens who 
signed up for our ski trip: attendance at 14 of the 
next 28 worship gatherings is required. That 
includes Sunday morning worship, Sunday 
evening gatherings such as SNO or worship, and 
our Wednesday mid-week services.  Also, make 
sure you plan on working during fund raising 
events, including the Adult Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 8.  The funds raised from 
those events will go toward paying for the trip, so 
it’s important that you contribute.  Keep an eye 
out for additional details in the coming weeks. 
 
Also, tonight (if you’re reading this on Sunday, 
November 4) is our monthly Youth Group 
Meeting.  Middle school and high school students 
are invited to come out and enjoy a relaxed hour 
of fellowship and community bonding from 6-
7pm.  This month we’re meeting at my house, 
and I’ll be driving a van from the church at 
5:30pm (and returning by 7:30) if anyone can’t 
get all the way to my place.  There’s no cost, but 
please let me know if you are coming so Jesse 
and I can make enough food. 
 
Finally, I want to make sure everyone marks their 
calendar for April 5-7, when we will be hosting 
our first Discipleship Now weekend.  This is 
going to be a culmination of everything we have 
started building this year, and we are going to 
need the entire church’s support to make it a 
success.  Please begin praying for this weekend, 
and show our youth how much we care for them. 

 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday November 4

th
 at 11:00 am. We 

encourage everyone to go and worship the Lord 
that morning.   

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday Night November 4

th
 at 6:00. We 

encourage all our men to come and participate in 
our Laymen’s League meetings.  
 

VIP’S FOR OCTOBER 
 
October 7 -   Charles and Sandy Mitchell 
October 21 – Janet, Hayden and Eliza McKinney 
October 28 – Michael, Elizabeth and Olivia Moon 

 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning at 
8:30. We will also practice on Sunday evening at 
4:30 on November 4

th
 and 18

th
.    

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on November 18

th
.  

SNO can be an important ministry to our church 
and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
Please join us November 4

th
 for our Ladies 

Auxiliary meeting at 6:00 in the Sanctuary.  All 
the women of the church are encouraged to 
attend as we strive to grow spiritually and 
become a blessing to each other.  
 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on 
November 4

th
. Eat in or take out service will be 

provided after the morning worship service.  The 
menu will include chicken fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The cost will 
be $7.00 per person.  Remember that the café 
revenue is used to help fund mission trips. 
Please come out and enjoy a good meal and 
help support missions.   

 



 

THANK YOU 
 

We thank you …bunches and bunches for the 
food donations! 
 
Members & Volunteers of the 
Ayden Christian Care Center 
 
 
Thank you Mr. Frankie for taking the time to help 
my neighbor with the car seat after the Hurricane. 
I want to be a part of a community that helps 
people spiritually and physically anyway.  I 
appreciate it very much. 
 
Blessings, 
Lisa Koonce 
 
Dear Elm Grove Church, 

Thank you, more than words can possibly say, 
for your gift of $600 to the Food Bank of Central 
& Eastern North Carolina. Your generosity comes 
at a critical time, as so many are still without life-
sustaining water, power, and food. Your support 
means that the Food Bank can be there for our 
neighbors, no matter their situations—in disaster-
stricken areas, or just down the street, struggling 
with perpetual food insecurity. I hope you and 
your family fared well through the storm. This is a 
trying time, but you are making it that much 
better for families in this area. 

As shelters close and national organizations 
move out, the Food Bank is in it for the long haul, 
having served over 3 million pounds of 
necessities to our communities in the wake of 
disaster—in addition to our normal operations. 
900+ Partner Agencies have been distributing 
food following Florence, a hot meal each day 
since September 17

th
. Your support also means 

that we can get shelf-stable items to children that 
are missing out on breakfast and lunch due to 
schools remaining closed around our New Bern 
branch. We know recovery will not be easy but 
find strength in our partners like you. Thank you 
again. 

With gratitude, 
Chandler Rock 
 
 

Grifton School would like to thank you so much 
for the bags of goodies! The staff loves treats 
and appreciates your kindness. You have always 
been so good to us. God’s best to the Elm Grove 
Baptist Church. 
 
Grifton School 
 

LEAVES GIVEN ON OCTOBER 
 
In memory of Rose Wade 3/18/1957 - 10/1/2018 
by Agnes & Marvin Strickland 
 
In loving memory of Eddie L. Honrine Jr. by 
James & Jennie Lou Garris 
 
In loving memory of Elizabeth Rose Wade by 
James & Jennie Lou Garris 
 
In honor of Ruth & James Mason by James & 
Jennie Lou Garris 
 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 11

th
 as we 

give honor to our staff here at Elm Grove Church 
during the worship service at 10:00.  Let us make 
this a day that shows them how much we 
appreciate them.   

 
PRIME TIMERS MEETING 

 
On December 11

th
, we will have our quarterly 

Prime Timers meeting.  We encourage everyone 
to attend.  Please sign up in the vestibule if you 
are planning to attend. 

 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

 
The Central Conference will meet on November 
8

th
 at LaGrange Original FWB Church.  

Registration will be from 8:00 until 9:00.  The 
Conference will be called to order at 9:00.  The 
key note speaker will be Dr. John Hill and he will 
be speaking on the topic of Church Health and its 
relevance with the current context of the Church.  
Lunch will be served at the end of the meeting.  If 
you would like to attend, please see the Pastor. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UNIVERSITY OF MOUNT OLIVE DINNER 
 
On Monday, November 19

th
 at 6:30 pm, the 

Annual Pitt County Dinner will be held at Rose 
Hill Free Will Baptist Church. A love offering for 
the university will be taken up on November 18

th
 

at the end of the morning worship service.  If you 
have any questions, please see Mr. Tony Evans. 
 

NEW CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Before we know it, 2018 will be finished and the 
year 2019 will be here.  We will begin working on 
our new church calendar soon. The church 
calendar includes birthdays and anniversaries of 
people who are attending Elm Grove Church at 
this time.  We try to include not only members, 
but also everyone who is a part of our active 
family.  If your address or phone number has 
changed since the last time we put the calendar 
together, please call the church office and let us 
know by December 13

th
.  It is not the office’s 

responsibility to make sure we have your correct 
address, phone number, birthday, and 
anniversary; that responsibility is yours. We will 
try our best to publish the information that we 
have correctly, but mistakes can always be made 
and we apologize for them.  Let’s all do our part 
to make this year’s calendar the best ever. 
 

 
 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope 
to children in desperate situations worldwide 
through simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and 
evangelistic materials that tell the Good News of 
God’s love. National Collection Week will be held 
November 12-19

th
.  Operation Christmas Child 

materials and brochures are at the foyer table.  
Your gift-filled shoeboxes should be dropped off 
in the church foyer by Sunday, November 18

th
.  

The shoeboxes will be taken to the drop off 
location on that Sunday or Monday morning.    If 
you do not desire to make a shoe box but would 
like to donate for this worthy cause, please turn 
your donation into the church office or please 
place it in the offering plate.  Make sure you 
designate what your gift is for.  These funds will 
help cover the shipping costs for the boxes. 
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in 
our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
PRACTICE 

Our youth will practice during the month of 
November and the first part of December of this 
year’s Christmas program.  They will practice on 
Wednesday nights beginning at 6:30 and on 
Sunday morning during the Children worship time 
during the morning worship celebration. We 
encourage all our children to come and 
participate in the program this year. The program 
will be held on Sunday December 16

th
 during the 

morning service. 

ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

This year we will be having our Adult Christmas 
party on Saturday, December 8

th
 beginning at 

5:00.  Our Theme this year is “Years of Yore.”  
We will have a great time celebrating the birthday 
of our Lord and fellowshipping together. 
Donations will go towards helping with our 
teenagers’ ski trip in January.  Come join us as 
we experience a night of wonderful Christmas 
celebration.  

 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

 
The Choir will be presenting the annual 
Christmas Cantata on Sunday December 23

rd
 

during the morning worship service.  Please plan 
now to come and support our choir and worship 
the Lord that day. 

 
MID-WEEK SERVICE MOVED 

 
The mid-week services on Wednesday 
November 22

nd
 have been moved to Tuesday 

night, November 21
st
.  We will have supper that 

night at 5:45.  Children’s play practice will begin 
at 6:30, and at 7:00 we will have our annual Pre-
Thanksgiving service. We will have choir practice 
after the service. Please mark this change on 
your calendars. 



 

 

 
CHURCH PALL 

 
Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used 
by anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a 
cloth covering that can be used instead of a 
flower spray on a casket.  If anyone is 
interested in using the pall, all they need to do 
is call the church office. 
 

 
BIBLES 

 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the 
Bibles that we give away are donated from the 
Christine and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I 
would like to thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and 
everyone who made that fund possible. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church  
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
  
November 4 – Day Light Saving Time Ends 
November 4 - It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 
November 5 – Ayden Court 
November 8 – Central Conference 
November 11 – Veteran’s Day 
November 11 – Staff Appreciation Day 
November 18 – SNO 
November 19 – University of Mount Olive Dinner 
November 20 – Pre-Thanksgiving Service 
November 22 – Thanksgiving Day 
December 8 – Adult Christmas Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday Night Meals 
 

November 7 – Chicken Tenders 
November 14 - Tacos 
November 21 – No Supper 
November 28 – Ham 
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