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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

The other day I was going somewhere and I came 
upon a work zone and a man holding a stop sign.  
So, I patiently waited (or let’s just pretend I waited 
patiently) thinking in just a few minutes I would be 
able to continue along my journey. But a few 
minutes tuned into five, and then ten.  Now you 
probably have found yourself in a similar situation 
and like me you probably were wondering what is 
taking so long.  Well in a few more minutes finally I 
saw a truck coming down the road with a line of 
cars behind him.  After all the cars went by the 
truck got in front of me and on the back of the truck 
was a sign which read, “Follow Me”.  So I followed 
the truck and he led me through the work zone to 
the other end safely.   
 
As I followed the truck through the work zone I had 
a thought, I am not only following the truck so I can 
get through the work zone safely, but the truck is 
also helping those who are working and those 
around the zone be safe.  The truck was there for 
the betterment of everyone.   
 
As we go down the road of life, there are many 
dangers that we could face.  But God’s Word tells 
us that there is one that we can follow who will 
keep us traveling safely down the Road of Life.  
That one is named Jesus.  If we follow the Lord, He 
will lead us in the right direction.   
 
Why is it that you and I continue to follow Him?  
First, we follow Jesus because of who He is.  
Famous celebrities attract a crowd wherever they 
go. To enjoy any privacy at all, they must conceal 
their identity and their presence.  Jesus Christ was 
and is the God-man, the eternal God clothed in a 
human body. He was the Messiah promised by the 
prophets, the one for whom Israel had been 
waiting. God revealed this truth to Peter, and Peter 
verbalized the conviction of his heart by declaring, 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God" 
(Matt. 16: 1). Jesus was more than just a good 
man, and He was more than just a great teacher. 
He was God in human flesh. Because of who He is, 
we continue to follow Him. 
 
We follow Jesus because of what He did.  We 

follow Jesus Christ because of what He did during 
His lifetime. He ministered to the sick, comforted 
the grieving, gave hope to the discouraged, and fed 
the hungry. But His greatest achievements were on 
a cross and in a tomb. On the cross He took our 
place, demonstrating the height and depth and 
breadth of His love for unworthy sinners. He paid 
our sin debt by dying as a substitute for each of us.  
 
In the tomb our Lord conquered death and the 
grave.   He demonstrated that death will have no 
final victory over those who trust Him. By 
conquering death and the grave, Jesus became a 
living Savior, "able to save unto the uttermost those 
who come unto God by Him.” Because of what 
Jesus did, we continue to follow Him two thousand 
years later. 
 
We follow Jesus because of what He can do.  We 
follow Jesus because He is able to forgive our sins 
and make us clean and acceptable to the Father 
God.  He can give the gift of eternal life and cause 
us to love the things that are lovable in God's eyes.  
He gives us a new quality of life, because He gives 
us victory over the evil within us and the evil that 
threatens us from without.  He is able to help us be 
productive and victorious in living the abundant life. 
We follow Him because it is through Him that we 
can achieve our highest possible manhood and 
womanhood. 

 
 We also follow Jesus because He has the words of 
Life.  During one of the difficult times in Jesus’ 
ministry, many of the people who were following 
Jesus turned away because of the hard teachings 
of Christ.  Jesus asked His disciples if they would 
leave Him also and Peter answered “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”  
Although there have been many books written on 
the subject of the purpose of life all of them come 
up empty in the end.  Only Jesus has the complete 
instructions for life.  Only Jesus has conquered 
death and tells us how we might make it to the 
other side.  There are many philosophies on how to 
live; only Jesus has lived a life that has shown us 
the way to reach our highest potential, and achieve 
what God has in store for us. 

 
We follow Jesus because we need Him.  Children 
need their parents. A husband needs his wife. A 



 

wife needs her husband. We need our friends. We 
need certain professionals who can provide us with 
services in times of need. All of us are in need of 
others. More than anyone else in all of existence, 
Jesus Christ is the one we need. Thus, we follow 
Him. With selfish motives and with the best of 
interests, we follow Him because it pays to serve 
Him. 

And finally we follow Jesus because others need 
Him.  People have many needs. They need such 
things as food, clothing, shelter, education, jobs, 
medical care, and insurance. But humankind's 
greatest need is for a right relationship with God 
that comes through repentance toward God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
We can meet their greatest need when we help 
them to come to know Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior.  During Jesus’ life crowds followed Him, 
and many have continued to follow Him down 
through the centuries. You and I can rejoice over 
the privilege of being among the crowds that follow 
Him. There are many people that you know who 
have not committed to following Him.  I encourage 
you to help others follow Jesus. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love 
and joy down deep in your heart as we come 
together to worship and praise Him and go out to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Be blessed 
and be a blessing!!!! 
 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
Happy autumn!  I’m so excited that it has started to 
cool off a bit.  Before you know it, the leaves will be 
turning and Reformation Day and All Saint’s Day 
will be upon us.  I’m really looking forward to the 
events we have upcoming this month, and I hope 
you are, too.  News about the Fall Festival and 
Homecoming have been everywhere, so I won’t 
waste your time going over those again, but I would 
like to talk about a couple exciting youth events 
coming up. 
 
This Sunday, October 7th, we are launching a new 
group meeting for our middle school and high 
school students to correspond with the Laymen’s 
League and the Ladies’ Auxiliary.  It will be a casual 
gathering meant to build relationships and foster 
community bonds.  Ms. Mary Lai Briley has kindly 
offered to open her home to us, and I am excited to 

spend some time getting to know our students 
better. 
 
Later this month we will also be hosting our Youth 
Lock-in.  After the football game on October 19th, 
we will be getting together to play games, eat 
snacks, and celebrate.  It’s going to be a fun night, 
and one that I hope will be a great night of 
fellowship for our youth. 
 
Please pray that God would bless these activities 
and that He would use this church’s outreach to the 
teens in our community for His glory.  An important 
aspect of youth ministry is building relationships, 
and I pray that God would use these events to open 
doors and show our young men and women that 
God loves them and so do we, His people. 
 
For more than a year now, this has been my prayer 
for our youth, and I would like to share it with you 
now.  As we, God’s people, shepherd, steward, and 
disciple the next generation, may we always 
remember how important they are to Him, and may 
we love like Christ loved, sacrificing our own 
comfort and desires for the sake of our brothers 
and sisters. 
 
“I pray that your love will overflow more and more, 
and that you will keep on growing in knowledge and 
understanding. For I want you to understand what 
really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May 
you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—
the righteous character produced in your life by 
Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and 
praise to God.” Philippians 1:9-11 
 
Travis Jones 
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AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday November 4th at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that morning.   
 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday Night October 7th at 6:00. We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.  

 
LEAVES GIVEN IN OCTOBER 

 
In memory of Wallace Beddard 2/21/1948 – 6/19/2018 
by Gladys Beddard  
 
In honor of Pat & Barbara Roberson by Gladys Beddard 

 
 

VIP’S FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
September 2 -   Don & Dot Thomas 
September 9 –  Stevi Smith, Arianna, Jonas and MaKayla  
September 23 – Bruce McLawhorn 
September 30 – Marvin and Agnes Strickland 

 
 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30. 
We will also practice on Sunday evening at 4:30 on 
night October 7th and 21st.    
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on October 21st.  
SNO can be an important ministry to our church 
and community.  We encourage everyone to come 
and participate that evening. 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
Please join us at the October 7th Ladies Auxiliary 
meeting at 6:00.  We will be learning facts and 
details about Rahab and how the Lord redeemed 
her sinful life. There are 5 lessons we can learn 
from Rahab that we can apply to our lives today.   
Please join us as we grow spiritually.  You will 
receive a blessing.  

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café will be on 
November 4th. Eat in or take out service will be 
provided after the morning worship service.  The 
menu will include chicken fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, vegetables and dessert. The cost will be 
$7.00 per person.  Remember that the café 
revenue is used to help fund mission trips. Please 
come out and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   

 
FRIENDS DAY 

 
Because of the hurricane our annual Friends Day 
had to be postponed.  We are sorry for any 
inconvenience.  We are planning to reschedule 
Friend’s Day sometime in January or February.  We 
will let you know of the exact date in the coming 
weeks.   
 

HO HO CHRISTMAS SHOW 
 

We are planning a trip to Mike’s Farm on Friday 
December 7th.  The Hayride will be at 6:00, the 
meal will be at 7:00 and the Ho Ho Christmas show 
will begin after the meal. The cost is $46.00 for 
adults, $34.00 for children 7-11, $28.00 for children 
5-6 and $18.00 for children 3-4.   We only have 23 
spots left. 
 

HOMECOMING 2018 
 
On October 14th we will be celebrating 
Homecoming at Elm Grove.  Our church was 
established around 1830 and we have been 
celebrating homecomings for many of those years. 
This is going to be a great day of worship, praise, 
fellowship and good food.  This is a day to renew 
old friendships and make new ones. During Sunday 
School at 9:00 Kings Grace will be singing for us.   
Our morning Worship service will begin at 10:00.  
The Reverend Gary Bailey who pastored Elm 
Grove from 1974-1979 will be our speaker that 
morning.  After the service, we will be going over to 
the Family Life Center for lunch.  We are asking 
each family to bring enough food for your family 
plus a little extra for our guests.  We encourage you 
to invite everyone you know to come and worship 
with us that day.   
 

DECORATING COMMITTEE 
 
The Decorating Committee will be setting up for 
Homecoming on October 13

th
 at 9:00. 

 



 

SPECIAL CLASS DURING MID-WEEK 
SERVICES 

 
On Wednesday night Dr. Juergen Ertel, friend of 
Elm Grove, is presenting a series on the 
Reformation and Church History.  Dr. Ertel has a 
German background which gives him a unique 
viewpoint on the subject.  I know you will receive 
good information and be blessed by your 
attendance. 
 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 11th as we 
give honor to our staff here at Elm Grove Church 
during the worship service at 10:00.  Let us make 
this a day that shows them how much we 
appreciate them.   

 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

 
The Central Conference will meet on November 8th 
at LaGrange Original FWB Church.  Registration 
will be from 8:00 until 9:00.  The Conference will be 
called to order at 9:00.  The key note speaker will 
be Dr. John Hill and he will be speaking on the 
topic of Church Health and its relevance with the 
current context of the Church.  Lunch will be served 
at the end of the meeting.  We need three 
delegates plus anyone else who would like to 
attend.  If you would like to attend, please see the 
Pastor. 
 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Our quarterly business meeting will be held on 
Wednesday October 24th beginning at 7:00.  We 
encourage all members to attend. 
 

LAYMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
 
On Thursday night October 18th the Laymen’s 
League will be sponsoring at fellowship meal at 
6:00.  The menu will be fish stew, beef stew, bread 
and drink.  If you would like to attend please sign 
up on the list in the vestibule so we can prepare the 
right amount of food. 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used by 
anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a cloth 
covering that can be used instead of a flower spray 
on a casket.  If anyone is interested in using the 
pall, all they need to do is call the church office. 

 
 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to 
children in desperate situations worldwide through 
simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and evangelistic 
materials that tell the Good News of God’s love. 
National Collection Week will be held November 
12-19.   Operation Christmas Child materials and 
brochures are at the foyer table.  Your gift-filled 
shoeboxes should be dropped off in the church 
foyer by Sunday, November 18th.  The shoeboxes 
will be taken to the drop off location on that Sunday 
or Monday morning.    If you do not desire to make 
a shoe box but would like to donate for this worthy 
cause, please turn your donation into the church 
office or please place it in the offering plate.  Make 
sure you designate what your gift is for.   
 

 
 
Join us for Fun Fest on Wednesday, October 31, 
beginning at 5:30 pm in the Family Life Center.  
(We will have our regular Ultimate Wednesday 
after school)   Fun Fest is a time of games, food, 
and fellowship for all ages.  A hotdog supper will be 
served.  We will need adults and teens to help with 
setting up the games and serving the food.  A sign-
up sheet is at the foyer table.  Please help us by 
bringing individually wrapped candy to give 
away as prizes for the games.  Also, we need lots 
of cupcakes! Everyone is encouraged to wear 
costumes to Fun Fest, but please avoid ghoulish 
characters such as ghosts, witches, etc.      
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

DAY LIGHT SAVING TIME 
ENDS ON NOVEMBER 4

th 



 

 
 
 

BIBLES 
 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the Bibles 
that we give away are donated from the Christine 
and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I would like to 
thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and everyone who 
made that fund possible. 
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October 1 -  Ayden Court  
October 6 – Fall Festival 
October 7 - Group Meetings  
October 8 - Deacons’ Meeting 
October 14 - Homecoming 
October 18 - Laymen’s Fellowship Supper 
October 19 – Lock-in for Middle and High School kids  
October 21 – SNO 
October 24 – Quarterly Business Meeting 
October 31 – Fun Fest   
November 4 – Day Light Saving Time Ends 
November 4 - It Doesn’t Matter Cafe 
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Wednesday Night Meals 
 

October 3 – Chicken Tenders 
October 10  - Tacos 
October 17 – Spaghetti 
October 24 – Breakfast Foods 
October 31 – Hot Dogs 

mailto:elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com

