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PASTOR’S NOTES 

 
As I sit at my computer this afternoon, our young people 
have started back to school, most vacations are over and 
fall is just around the corner.  I pray that each of you had an 
enjoyable summer and are looking forward to all the 
activities of the fall and winter season.  Although the official 
end of summer is not until September 21

st
, the unofficial 

end of summer or as some say the final hurrah of summer 
is Labor Day.  Labor Day was established as an official 
holiday in 1894.  Labor Day is a public holiday celebrated 
on the first Monday in September. It honors the American 
labor movement and the contributions that workers have 
made to the strength, prosperity, laws and well-being of the 
country. 
 
It is an usual holiday considering that it celebrates work by 
taking a day off of work. If you think about it, it celebrates 
something that many people do not like to do.  It seems in 
our society today there is a tendency for people not to work, 
more so than to enjoy work. Almost all of us do not come 
from wealthy families, which means that we have to work to 
make enough money to live.  We are the working people. 
We are people who have to work. Many of us are the folks 
who live from paycheck to paycheck. Or if you don’t work 
now, because you are retired, you did at one time. We are 
or were the people who have had to work to pay our bills.  
Work is a part of life.  
 
Statistics reveal that if we live to retirement, that as an 
employee we will have worked nearly 90,000 hours of our 
life. Now multiply that out, and it comes to over 45 years of 
40-hour weeks, 50 weeks a year minus national holidays. 
We will have spent that much time at our job, and that is a 
large slice of life.  Put that together with the fact that most 
people don’t really care about their jobs, and they look at 
their work as something to be endured rather than enjoyed.  
 
On October 17, 1955 Tennessee Ernie Ford released a 
song that many of you will remember. It went like this, “You 
load sixteen tons, what do you get, Another day older and 
deeper in debt, Saint Peter don't you call me 'cause I can't 
go, I owe my soul to the company store."  
 
I want you to think about something, instead of considering 
our jobs to be drudgery, I want us to look at them as 
challenging opportunities. 
 
Fred Catherwood wrote a book a few years back giving a 
positive explanation as to what it means to be a “working” 
Christian.  Catherwood explained that God’s design for 
work is about more than punching a timecard and earning a 
paycheck; it’s about honoring God and loving neighbors. 
God is honored when His creatures reflect back His 
creativity and efficiency in making the heavens and the 
earth. By obeying God’s command to work the believer, 

said Catherwood, “demonstrates the nature and purpose of 
God to those who do not believe.” 
 
Labor Day should remind us that work is a blessing, and not 
a curse.  One time a minister was preaching about the 
importance of work. He told the congregation that they 
should praise God for the opportunity of working for their 
daily bread.  “But the Lord has seen to it,” he said, “that you 
don’t have to work every day. Because of Moses you have 
Saturday off, and thanks to Jesus you have Sunday off. 
Isn’t that wonderful?”  “Sure is,” said a voice from a rear 
pew. He said, “Five more Jewish boys like that and we 
would never have to work again.” 
  
In Genesis 2:2 we read, "By the seventh day God had 
finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh 
day He rested from all His work.  And God blessed the 
seventh day & made it holy, because on it He rested from 
all the work of creating that He had done."  That tells us that 
God is a worker, and we have been created in His image.  
Verse 7 says, "And the Lord God formed man from the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living being."  Verse 15 says, "The 
Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 
to work it and take care of it."  
 
Now understand, this is before the fall of man. This is 
before sin appeared in the world. God gave man, as a part 
of the blessing of Paradise, the privilege of working the 
garden and caring for it.  Can you imagine what it would 
have been like to take care of the Garden of Eden before 
the fall? All Adam had to do was plant and prune and pick. 
Then Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit. We read the 
result of their fall in the third chapter, beginning with verse 
17.  
 
“To Adam He said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and 
ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must 
not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; through 
painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will 
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the 
plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat 
your food until you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.’" 
But did you notice the curse is not work? The curse is the 
thorns, thistles, pain and death. The curse is blood and 
sweat and tears, not work. 
 
Work can be fun. But when you put work together with 
thorns, thistles and other parts of the curse, then it often is 
not much fun anymore. 
 
The ministry would be a perfect job if it weren’t for the 
thorns and thistles in it. If everybody got along with each 
other, and nobody ever got sick or died, and nobody ever 
had any trouble, one might think that this is the greatest line 
of work in all of the world.  If all I had to do was to preach 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_labor_law


 

sermons, and never had to go through the work of 
preparing them, this would be a great job. 
 
But I bet it is the same way in your line of work.  If you didn’t 
have a disgruntled boss always looking over your shoulder, 
if you didn’t have co-workers with whom you don’t get 
along, if you didn’t have projects that were so hard, your 
work would be the most enjoyable thing in the world.  Work 
without thorns and thistles is fun. But when you put the 
thorns and thistles in, then it becomes a burden, doesn’t it?    
 
The Bible teaches us that we are also partners with God in 
the work that we do. In some vocations that is more obvious 
than in others.  Think about a farmer. Farmers work hand in 
hand with God. When there is a drought or too much rain 
farmers learn that lesson all over again. We depend upon 
God, for we are in a partnership with Him.  A doctor can 
perform surgery and remove diseased parts of the body, 
but then he must wait on the Lord to do the work of healing. 
And it is probably the same way in your work, too. 
 
I think one of the most fulfilling parts of life comes in 
knowing that you have worked hand in hand with God, and 
are fulfilling His will, doing what God has called you to do. 
 
Work should also be a service. Jesus was a carpenter, and 
He spent much of His early life in a carpentry shop. He 
knew what it was to have callused hands and sore muscles. 
He knew how to swing a hammer and use a saw and make 
something with his hands that would be of benefit to others.  
He probably made yoke for oxen to make it easier for them 
to pull the plow and for the farmer to get his work done. He 
probably made tables and chairs where families could sit, 
eat, laugh and enjoy each other’s friendship and love. His 
labor was used to serve others, to make life a bit better for 
them.  
 
Someone once watched three men at work. He asked, 
“What are you doing?” The first man said, “I’m working for 
so much money today.” The second man said, “I’m cutting 
stone.” The third man said, “I’m building a cathedral.”  The 
third man had the right attitude about life and work. He 
found the service in his work.  
 
The man who said he was building a cathedral, wasn’t just 
working for a paycheck, like so many others. If you are 
working just for the money you will never find the service in 
your work.  In a sense, we all are building cathedrals in our 
lives! We need to sense this, feel this and try to build a 
good one to bring glory to God!  In a very real sense, every 
type of work we do affects people! And we need to think 
about this more. We all need to consider how our job can 
serve and help BLESS OTHERS!  
 
You know that is the work of the church too, isn’t it? There 
are people who need to be brought to the saving power of 
the cross, to be redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, 
and to receive that life which will never end.  We need to 
understand that our work is part of the big picture to see 
people come to know Jesus Christ as Savior. 
 
But we must also understand that work is not enough. It 
never is. There are some who are workaholics, who think 
that if they can just get a little more and buy a little more, 

they will have found the secret to happiness in life as well.  
But it just doesn’t work that way. If you work and do not 
rest, you miss one of the greatest blessings of all. We are 
created in God’s image, and the Bible says that after God 
completed the work of creation, He rested and made the 
seventh day holy as a day of rest. 
 
Sometimes we need to sit back and relax and enjoy God’s 
creation, refreshing ourselves so that we can go back to 
work with renewed energy. 
 
One man challenged another to an all-day wood chopping 
contest. The challenger worked very hard, stopping only for 
a brief lunch break. The other man had a leisurely lunch 
and took several breaks during the day. At the end of the 
day, the challenger was surprised and annoyed to find that 
the other fellow had chopped substantially more wood than 
he had. "I don’t get it," he said. "Every time I checked, you 
were taking a rest, yet you chopped more wood than I did."  
"But you didn’t notice," said the winning woodsman, "that I 
was sharpening my ax when I sat down to rest."   A certain 
amount of rest is needed for everyone. It sharpens the ax. It 
freshens the mind and body. It recharges the battery. It 
fuels the flame. It energizes the spirit. 
  
The reason for leisure is rest. The body and mind need rest. 
The reward of leisure may be that you will find something 
that you like to do that will enhance your life. Many people 
find a hobby that they enjoy doing and it actually helps them 
to get more from their daily work. 
 
One of these days you and I will stand before the heavenly 
Father, and He’ll look us straight in the eye and will say one 
of two things. Either "Depart from me, I have never known 
you," or "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful in a few things. I will now give you charge of 
many."  
 
Eternity will be sweet for the laborer who has worked in 
harmony with God, and has finished the task set before 
him. Jesus completed His task on earth. He went to the 
cross and died as a sacrifice for our sins.  Are we doing our 
work as we ought to?  Do we understand work is a blessing 
and a service?  Do we take the time to rest and enjoy God’s 
creation?  May God bless us as we strive to work for Him! 

 
 May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and joy 
down deep in your heart as we seek to love, praise and 
serve Him better every day.  Be blessed and be a 
blessing!!!! 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 
SEPTEMBER PRAYER CONCERN 

 
During the month of September we are asking that 
each person spend time praying for our friends and 
family who need the Lord.  Pray that God will use 
us to be a blessing to them and to help them come 
to know His love and salvation.   
 
 
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Happy September, Elm Grove!  The weather is 
cooling off, and school is back in session.  Before 
you know it, the leaves will be turning, and pumpkin 
spice will be everywhere.  I hope you are all as 
excited as I am (not about the pumpkin spice, but 
the other things).   
 
One of the most important things for us here at Elm 
Grove during this time is the start of our Ultimate 
Wednesday program. This is a tremendous 
outreach ministry for us as we provide a valuable 
service to our community and get kids exposed to 
the church. This isn’t an opportunity we should take 
lightly.  I hope you will join us as we seek to show 
these students the love of Christ.  Whether that is 
by volunteering a few days a month to help work on 
homework, or helping cook dinner, or praying for 
the kids and the workers, we can all contribute 
somehow.   
 
Speaking of school, my prayer for our young people 
during this time is that they would make the most of 
their mission field.  After all, that’s precisely what it 
is.  They have tremendous access to many people 
from a variety of backgrounds and religious 
traditions, and they have a great chance to show 
them the love of Christ and to live out their faith.  I 
pray that the Holy Spirit would give them courage to 
speak openly and honestly about their faith, and 
that God would turn the hearts of their fellow 
students.  I pray that ministries like the FCA will be 
fruitful on our campuses, and that God’s will be 
done all across the many schools in Pitt County 
and beyond.  And I pray that he will use this church 
family to be a blessing to all those around us, that 
we can be His hands and feet, carrying His love 
and His truth to all those we meet. 
 

VIP’S FOR AUGUST 
 
August 6 – Hart Family 
August 13 -  Bill Herchenbach 
August 20 – James and Ruth Mason 
August 27 –  Sharrie Mooring 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on September 10th at 
6:00.  SNO can be an important ministry to our 
church and community.  We encourage everyone to 
come and participate that evening. 
 
 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday September 11th at 11:00 am. We 
encourage everyone to go and worship the Lord 
that morning.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary will meet on Sunday night 
October 1st at 6:00. 

 
 
The Choir will practice Sunday night September 
10th at 4:30 and Wednesday nights after mid-week 
services and every Sunday morning at 8:30.   
 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on October 
22. Eat in or take out service will be provided after 
the morning worship service.  The menu will include 
Chicken Fried Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per 
person.  Remember that the café revenue is used 
to help fund mission trips.  Come out and enjoy a 
good meal and help support missions.   

 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen’s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night October 1 at 6:00.  We encourage all 
our men to come and participate in our Laymen’s 
League meetings.   
 
The District Laymen League meeting will be held 
on September 11 at Harrell’s Chapel church near 
Snow Hill.  The van will leave at 6:00. 
 
 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving in our 
nursery is an opportunity for you. Please volunteer 
to serve and become involved in this ministry. 
See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for more 
information. 
 

LEAVES IN THE MONTH OF JULY 
 
In honor of Janet McKinney by Gladys Beddard. 



 

PRIME TIMERS MEETING 
 

Our next Prime Timers meeting will be held on 
September 12

th
 at 11:00 in the Family Life Center.  

Please sign up so enough food can be prepared. 
 

THANK YOU 
 
A Wheel Barrow Loaded with Love & Thanks.  YEA! 
YEA! YEA! As of August 14

th
 the Richlands United 

Methodist Women announced that we have reached the 
goal of 10,000 of gently used shoes!! We thank God for 
each of you who took the time to go through yours shoes 
and make a donation.  God Bless YOU!! 

 
Dear Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church, 
 
There are not enough words in the English Language 
that can possible express our deepest Heartfelt Thanks 
for ALL of the shoes that you have donated to help 
Alexis.  Because you cared her family will be able to 
purchase a special alert dog for her diabetic health 
issue.   
 
We Love You & Sincerely Thank You. 
Lauryn, Kim & Madoline 
 
 
SNO Ministry, 
 
The words are few, but the thanks are many…  Thank 
you for your prayers and your thoughtfulness. 
 
Thanks Again! 
On the Behalf of  
Bishop L.N. Forbes & Family 
 
 

ULTIMATE WEDNESDAY 
 
Our Ultimate Wednesday program began on Wednesday 
August 30

th
.  For your child to participate this year a 

parent will need to come by the office during regular 
office hours (8:30 – 3:00 Monday through Thursday) and 
fill out the paper work.  The age limit for Ultimate 
Wednesday’s is kindergarten through the eighth grade.  
Also, if you have not already committed to helping 
with the program and would like to commit to one, 
two or every Wednesday a month, please tell the 
pastor or call the church office.  We are asking that 
everyone please pray for the program that it will be a 
blessing to young people and our church. 

 
NEW ADDRESS 

 
Sandra Farmer 
3457 Providence Place 
Winterville, NC  28590 

 
 

PRIMETIMERS AND OTHERS TRIPS 
 

We are planning a trip to Mike’s Farm on Thursday 
December 7

th
.  The Hayride will be at 5:30, the meal will 

be at 7:00 and the Ho Ho Christmas show will begin 
after the meal. The cost is $44.00 for adults, $32.00 for 
children 7-11, $26.00 for children 5-6 and  $16.00 for 
children 3-4.   We only have 35 spots available, so the 
first thirty-five that pay their money will be signed up. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 2017 

 
Our annual Fall Festival has been scheduled for 
Saturday November 4, 2017.  Please put this on your 
calendars and plan to help with this important day. 

 
FRIENDS’ DAY 

 
Our annual Friends’ Day will be held on the third Sunday 
in September which falls on September 17

th
. We 

encourage you to invite your friends and neighbors to 
come and worship with us.  We especially encourage 
you to invite people who are not attending church at this 
time.  Sunday School that day will begin at 9:00 and we 
will have worship service at 10:00.  Lunch will be served 
after the worship service.  Let’s make this a great day of 
worship, remembering, honoring and meeting new 
people.    

 
HOMECOMING 2017 

 
On October 8

th
 we will be celebrating Homecoming at 

Elm Grove.  Our church was established around 1830 
and we have been celebrating homecomings for many of 
those years. This is going to be a great day of worship, 
praise, fellowship and good food.  This is a day to renew 
old friendships and make new ones. Sunday School will 
begin at 9:00 followed by our 10:00 morning service.  
After the service, we will be going over to the Family Life 
Center for lunch.  We are asking each family to bring 
enough food for your family plus a little extra for our 
guests.  We encourage you to invite everyone you know 
to come and worship with us that day.   

 
AUGUST MOUNTAIN TRIP 

During the month of August, a group from Elm Grove 
went on a trip to Pigeon Forge, TN.  During that week, 
they were entertained at a variety of musical shows 
including the Smith Morning Variety Show, the Smokey 
Mountain Opry, and Days of Elijah.  These productions 
exhibited local talent and a deep love of God.  Next, the 
group went to Dollywood for a day of shows and rides 
and that evening attended the Soul of Motown Dinner 
Show.  The next day, they rode through the beautiful 
Great Smokey Mountains National Park on their way to 
Gatlinburg and then to Cherokee, NC to see the outdoor 
drama “Unto These Hills.”  Everyone had a wonderful 
time and was enriched by history, talent, good food, 
shopping, and especially—the love of God.   

Mary Briley 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH PALL 
 

Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used 
by anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a 
cloth covering that can be used instead of a 
flower spray on a casket.  If anyone is 
interested in using the pall, all they need to do 
is call the church office. 

 
 

BIBLES 
 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the 
Bibles that we give away are donated from the 
Christine and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I 
would like to thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and 
everyone who made that fund possible. 
 
 
Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
e-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
Twitter - @ElmgroveOFWB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
September 4 Labor Day 
September 7 Smoke On The Mountain Musical 
September 10 Fall Festival Meeting 
September 10 SNO 
September 11 Ayden Court 
September 11 District Laymen’s League Meeting  
September 12 Prime-Timers Meeting 
September 17 Friends’ Day 
September 18 Deacons’ Meeting 
October     8 Homecoming 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 
September 6 – Tacos 
September 13- Chicken 
Tenders 
September 20 - Ham 
September 27 – Breakfast 
Foods 
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