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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Can you believe that half of 2017 has already 
gone by?  As the old saying goes, “Where has 
the time gone?”  As we journey through the 
middle of this year I encourage you to continue 
to Pray to Make a Difference in 2017. 
 
Some time ago I was given a small cross that 
had the words from 2 Corinthians 5:7 on it, “We 
walk by Faith, not by sight.”  Many times I 
wonder if we as Christians truly understand 
Faith.  What is faith? In its simplest terms, faith 
is complete trust. When we trust Christ as 
Savior, when we have faith in Him, it means 
that we completely trust in Him for everything. 
 
The classic Biblical definition of faith is found in 
Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” The Greek word translated “substance” 
had a technical meaning in the business world 
of the first century; it referred to one’s property 
or effects.  This is seen in the story of a woman 
named Dionysia. She is described as “a 
woman of set jaw and grim determination.” It 
seems that she had lost a case in the local 
court over a piece of land to which she laid 
claim. Not satisfied with the decision of the 
lower court, she determined to take her case to 
a higher court in Alexandria. She sent her 
slave to that city with the legal documents 
safely enclosed in a stone box. On the way the 
slave lost his life in a fire that destroyed the inn 
where he had stayed for the night. For two 
thousand years the sand of the desert covered 
the ruins of the inn, the charred bones of the 

slave, and the stone box. Archaeologists 
recently uncovered these remains. In the box 
they found the legal documents. They read the 
note that Dionysia wrote to the judge in 
Alexandria. “In order that my lord the judge 
may know that my appeal is just, I attach my 
hypostasis.”  

 
She designated that which was attached to her 

note by the Greek word translated “substance” 
in Hebrews 11:1. The attached document was 
translated and found to be the title deed to the 
piece of land she claimed as her own 
possession, the evidence of her ownership 
(Kenneth W. Wuest, Bypaths in the Greek New 
Testament for the English Reader). 

 
This is faith—our title deed to salvation in 
Christ and the mercy and grace of God. The 
thing for which we earnestly hope is salvation. 
Faith is the title deed to that great hope, that 
great reality—the salvation of our souls. 
 
To be saved we must have saving faith. After 
we are saved, we need faith do God’s work. 
Most Christians do not have the faith they need 
or want to carry on their Lord’s work. We need 
to develop the art of completely letting God 
control everything in our lives. 
 
There are different kinds of faith mentioned in 
scripture.  One is natural faith. This is mental 
recognition and acceptance, the inborn 
element of belief. It is the kind of faith 
mentioned in James 2:19, which notes that 
even demons believe. Another type is saving 
faith. This is committal of the soul to Christ for 
salvation, faith that unites a person to God. It is 
saying yes to God’s Word as it relates to the 
soul’s salvation. 
 
When we begin to examine the faith that 
saves, we notice that this is not just a vague 
thing that reaches out to nothing. It is faith in a 
definite object—Jesus Christ.  Our faith must 
be in Christ, not the church. Many people have 
faith that the church will save them. But the 
church itself cannot save.  Our faith must be in 
Christ, not the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word. 
It brings us to Christ, but it cannot save us. It 
simply tells us how God has provided our 
salvation. Only faith in Christ brings salvation.  
Our faith must be in Christ, not our good 
deeds. Do you remember the conversation that 
Jesus had with Nicodemus? Nicodemus was a 



 

good man; perhaps there was none better 
among his contemporary Jews. But Jesus told 
him, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 
 
Another type of Faith is the faith that lays hold 
of God’s promises. This is the gift of the Spirit. 
This does not mean that the Spirit does not 
give saving faith also; rather it means that to 
lay hold and act on God’s promises is a special 
gift. All believers have this gift to some degree, 
but some use it more than others. 
 
The distinction between an opinion and a 
conviction is that an opinion is something you 
hold while a conviction is something that holds 
you. How many convictions do you have? Faith 
is composed of convictions.  True faith consists 
of beliefs that really matter.   It matters what 
you believe about Jesus Christ and how He 
relates to salvation, victory, and destiny. It 
matters what you believe about the Bible. Do 
you truly believe that it is God’s Word? It 
matters what you believe about the Holy Spirit. 
It matters what you believe about salvation and 
the church and all of the basic doctrines of the 
Bible. 
 
Faith is also personal. I cannot believe for you, 
your parents or children cannot believe for you, 
you.  You must have your own belief.   What 
you believe about God, the Trinity, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, witnessing, stewardship, 
and the many basic truths of the Scriptures are 
important. You must come to an understanding 
of what you believe, but this must always be 
backed up by what scripture says. 
 
Once our faith is active we can begin to claim 
God’s promises and apply them to every area 
of our lives.  God’s promises can be claimed by 
an individual or a collective group such as the 
church.  
 
One of the great examples of exercising their 
faith is found in the life and ministry of George 
Muller, who by faith operated an orphanage in 
Bristol, England. He cared for 10,000 orphans 
over a period of 60 years, receiving $5 million 
in the process. He began his work with only 
two shillings in his pocket. Without once 
making known any need, he received enough 

to build five large homes, able to house 2,000 
orphans, and to feed the children day by day, 
all by faith and prayer. Never did they go 
without a meal. Often the pantry was bare 
when the children sat down to eat, but help 
always arrived in the nick of time. (Leslie B. 
Flynn, Victor Books) 
 
We must always remember that faith is 
coupled with prayer.  If we desire for our faith 
to grow we must seek God, asking Him to help 
us cultivate our faith and depend more on Him. 
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and 
love and joy down deep in your heart as we 
seek to love and serve Him better every day.  
Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 

                                             Pastor Baggett 

 

JULY PRAYER CONCERN 
 
During the month of July we are asking that 
each person spend time praying for our Nation 
and our leaders.  As we celebrate the 241st 
birthday of our nation, let us remember and be 
thankful for all that God has done for America 
and ask Him to help the people of America 
serve and follow Him. 

 

 
VIP’S FOR JUNE 

 
June 4 – Matthew Bohling, Daren & Jody Manka 

June 11 -  Benny & Vickie Cox 
June 18 – James & Jennie Lou Garris 
June 25 –  Deacons 
 

SNO 
 

Our next SNO will take place on July 23 during 
the Sunday School hour. One of the projects 
that day will be to pack food bags.  We need 
everyone to begin bringing in canned goods 
and non-perishable foods.  We are asking each 
family to donate at least $10.00 worth of food 
for this project.  The food can be brought to the 
vestibule or Family Life Center for collection. 
This is an opportunity to be a blessing to our 
community and others.   
 



 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Howdy, Elm Grove!  I hope your summer is 
going well, and that you are all staying cool 
and dry. 
 
We had a lot of activities last month, and things 
are only going to get crazier in July.  First, we 
are going to Cragmont July 3-8. The volunteers 
have been hard at work, and I am excited to 
see all of the great things God will do in our 
young people that week.  Please be praying 
that God would bless that time to his glory, and 
it would be a time of worship and fellowship, 
rather than just a week of vacation and games. 
 
Then, we have our Vacation Bible School July 
24-28.  The theme this year is focused on 
making things, and how we are created by God 
and built for a purpose.  It is sure to be a very 
informative week, and we hope everyone will 
come out to be a part of it. 
 
But VBS can’t happen without your help.  We 
depend on the time and talents of you, God’s 
church, to make sure the week is a success.  
Part of that is signing up to help us run the 
program.  We need people of all skillsets to 
help us feed, teach, and love our students.  If 
you can help us, please fill out a volunteer form 
or call the church office so we can get you 
plugged it. 
 
We also need help with preparation.  We are 
hosting several Prop Shops where we will be 
painting, building, organizing, and designing 
the many things that will be going into VBS.  
The dates are June 27, July 17, and July 20.  
They start at 9am.  Again, all skillsets are 
welcome. 
 
We also have several Day Camps this 
summer.  By the time you read this, the first will 
have already happened, but we have two more 
coming up on July 19 and August 23.  These 
are great opportunities for our young people K-
8th grade to catch up with the friends they 
haven’t seen at school and to get out of the 
house for a day (I remember I started getting a 
little stir crazy during my summer vacations).  
Keep an eye out as we announce the plans for 

the next Day Camps and make sure to sign 
your kids up! 
 
Finally, I want to encourage people to stay 
plugged in over the summer.  I understand 
there are times people leave town to visit 
family or friends, or to see exciting new places.  
That is totally fine.  But I urge you not to let the 
summer lure us into apathy about our 
fellowship.  My best friend’s dad once told me 
“Don’t let your Saturday evening activities get 
in the way of your Sunday morning 
responsibilities.”  We still have Sunday morning 
services and Wednesday evening Bible 
studies.  Stay engaged and be a part of our 
family so God may bless you and use you to 
bless others. 

 
 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next Ayden Court ministry will be held on 
Monday July 10th  at 11:00 am. We encourage 
everyone to go and worship the Lord that 
morning.   
 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary will meet on Wednesday 
July 5th at 7:00. 
 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after 
mid-week services and every Sunday morning 
at 8:30.   
 
 

IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 
 

The next It Doesn’t Matter Café  will be on July 
16. Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu 
will include turkey / ham. The cost will be $7.00 
per person.  Remember that the café revenue 
is used to help fund mission trips.  Come out 
and enjoy a good meal and help support 
missions.   



 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

The next Laymen’s League meeting will be 
held Wednesday night July 5th at 7:00.  We 
encourage all our men to come and participate 
in our Laymen’s League meetings.   
 
 

SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN 
 
On September 7th we will be going to see the 
musical Smoke on the Mountain in Elizabeth 
City.  The cost is $ 17.00 and the bus will leave 
at 7:45.  Smoke on the Mountain tells the story 
of a Saturday Night Gospel Sing at a country 
church in North Carolina's Smoky Mountains in 
1938. The show features two dozen rousing 
bluegrass songs played and sung by the 
Sanders Family, a traveling group making its 
return to performing after a five-year hiatus. 
Pastor Oglethorpe, the young and enthusiastic 
minister of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, has 
enlisted the Sanders Family in his efforts to 
bring his tiny congregation into "the modern 
world." Between songs, each family member 
"witnesses" -- telling a story about an important 
event in their life. Though they try to appear 
perfect in the eyes of a congregation who 
wants to be inspired by their songs, one thing 
after another goes awry and they reveal their 
true (and hilariously) imperfect natures. By the 
evening's end, the Sanders Family have 
endeared themselves to us by revealing their 
weaknesses and allowing us to share in their 
triumphs.  Please sign up and pay your money 
by August 13th. 
 
 

LEAVES IN THE MONTH OF JUNE 
 

In memory of Virginia Chambers by Gladys 
Beddard. 
 

BABY ARRIVAL 
 

George & Megan Carlson are happy to 
announce the birth of their precious baby son, 
David James Carlson “DJ”, born on June 24, 
2017.  DJ weighed 7lbs 6 oz.  DJ is the 
grandson of Jimmy and Marissa and the 
nephew of Amanda Forrest.  

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
On April 19th the church voted on the new 
church officers for the 2017-2018 church year. 
These positions will begin on July 1. If you 
were elected to an office, committee or 
position, please take this responsibility 
seriously and strive to fulfill it to the best of 
your ability. Not only are you helping Elm 
Grove Church, but most importantly you are 
working for the Lord. When we commit to doing 
something for the Lord, it should be to the best 
of our ability and we should diligently strive to 
accomplish the task that we have agreed to do. 

 
 

Our 2017 VBS theme this year is Maker Fun 
Factory: Created By God, Built For A Purpose. 
This 5 day VBS experience will help everyone 
discover they are created by God and are built 
for a purpose. We will learn: God made you; 
God is for you; God is always with you; God 
will always love you; and God made you for a 
reason. Bible School will be held Monday July 
24th through Friday July 28th. We will be 
having Prop Shops on July 17, and July 20 
beginning at 9:00.  Anyone who can help would 
be greatly appreciated.   
 

FAMILY FUN DAY 
 

On July 30th we will end our VBS week with our 
annual Bible School Commencement and 
Family Fun Day. During the morning Worship 
service we will review our week of Bible School 
and celebrate all that God did through the 
week.  After the service we will have a cookout 
for everyone.  After lunch we will have water 
games, corn hole, and horse riding.  We will 
also be making some homemade ice cream.  
Plan now to attend this day of fellowship and 
fun. 
 



 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OUR 
NURSERY MINISTRY! 

 
If you love children and love the Lord, serving 
in our nursery is an opportunity for you. Please 
volunteer to serve and become involved in this 
ministry. See Kim Russell or Jackie Cayton for 
more information. 
 

PALM FAMILY 
 

On July 30th the Palm family will be with us to 
give us an update on their ministry.  As many 
of you know the Palm family is moving to 
Belize.  Andy will be the National Director for 
Teach Beyond Belize.  His new role will be to  
to preach, teach, and provide leadership and 
oversight to the growth and development of 
Teach Beyond Belize.  During the Sunday 
School hour, the adult classes will meet 
together in the sanctuary so that Andy and 
Nannette can give us an update. 
 

DAY CAMPS 
 
We have two day camps remaining for the 
summer, July 19 and August 23.  On July 19, 
we will be going Cliffs of the Neuse State Park, 
where we will do some hiking, swimming and 
other activities.  The cost is $10.00.  Please fill 
out a permission form and turn it into the office, 
Mr. Frankie or Mr. Travis. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL 2017 

 
Our annual Fall Festival has been scheduled 
for Saturday November 4, 2017.  Please put 
this in your calendars and plan to help with this 
important day. 

 

 
We would like to thank everyone who helped 
with our MEGA Sports Camp this year. Your 
participation is what made it such a success. 

 

SHOES FOR ALEXIS 
 
Alexis is a young girl with Type 1 diabetes who 
is in need of a special alert dog to help with her 
disease.  The cost of the service animal is 
around $25,000.00.  To help with the expense 
her family and friends are collecting gently 
used shoes.  If they can collect 10,000 pairs, a 
company working with Angle Bins will donate 
$4,000.00.  The shoes will then be distributed 
to third world countries.  A container will be 
placed in the vestibule.  If you have any 
questions please see Mrs. Kim Pate or Miss 
Lauryn Arnold. 
 

A Summer Blessing 
(by Author Unknown) 

 
May you walk with God 

This summer 
In whatever you do 
Wherever you go 

 
Walking with God means... 

Walking with honesty 
And with courage, 
Walking with love 

And respect 
And concern for the feelings of others 

 
May you talk to God 

This summer 
And every day and  
In every situation 

 
Talking with God means... 
Praying words of praise 

For the beauty of creation 
Saying prayers of thanks 

For friends and good times, 
Asking God's help 

In all your decisions 
Expressing sorrow 

When you have failed 
 

May you talk with God 
Every day Amen 

 
 
 
 



 

 
CHURCH PALL 

 
Several years back the church was given a 
beautiful casket pall that is available to be used 
by anyone in our Congregation.  A Pall is a 
cloth covering that can be used instead of a 
flower spray on a casket.  If anyone is 
interested in using the pall, all they need to do 
is call the church office. 

 
 

BIBLES 
 
I just wanted to remind everyone that the 
Bibles that we give away are donated from the 
Christine and Junior Oakley Bible Fund.  Also I 
would like to thank Mrs. Jennie Lou Garris and 
everyone who made that fund possible. 
 


