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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

There is a great verse found in 2 Peter chapter 3 verse 
18 that says, "But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and forever! Amen" (2 Peter 3:18). This verse 
instructs us to grow spiritually.  Growing spiritually 
though is not an easy task.  It takes hard work and time.  
There is a certain process that we must follow. 
 
There was a news story some years ago about a man 
named Gayadhar Parida of India, who spent 50 years of 
his life living in a tree house. He has repeatedly turned 
down pleas by his wife and children to return home. 
 
Parida‟s wife said: “We quarreled over a tiny issue and 
that is why he left me and promised not to live with me 
and return home until his death. I have tried a lot and 
forced him to come back, but he has refused all the 
time.” 
 
Parida‟s strange home is a makeshift shed on a tree, 
located about half a mile from his actual house. For 
many years Parida lived in a mango tree, but was forced 
to move to his new tree after his old tree collapsed in a 
storm. 
 
Now, one might wonder, what in the world does 
Gayadhar Parida hope to accomplish by living in a tree 
house? 
 
Parida claims that the unusual lifestyle has helped in his 
spiritual growth and in overcoming tensions after the 
estrangement with his wife. It doesn‟t seem to me that 
Paraida has grown very much living in that tree, what do 
you think? 
 
But how does one grow spiritually?    
Every Christian should desire to grow and mature in his 
or her walk with Christ. But our desire does not always 
match reality.  We need to look at the Word of God in 
order to learn how we are to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
There are several things I would like for us to 
understand.  First, we need to make growing spiritually a 
priority in our lives.  Spiritual growth is one of the most 
important subjects a Christian can study in the word of 
God. The apostle Peter ended his practical letters with 
an exhortation for Christians to grow: “But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen”  
Spiritual growth is essential to the life of a Christian, just 
as physical growth is essential to the life of a child. 

Because God commands us to mature spiritually, we 
need to understand how that happens. 
   
In order to grow spiritually it is important to understand 
several concepts that are not the primary issues in 
spiritual growth. 
 
First, spiritual growth is not necessarily related to time.  
Some people have been Christians for a long time and 
have grown little spiritually, while others have been 
Christians for a short time and have grown much 
spiritually. Your commitment to growth is what matters; 
not the amount of time elapsed from your conversion. 
Spiritual maturity cannot be measured by the calendar.  
 
Second, spiritual growth isn‟t necessarily related to 
knowledge.  The issue is not knowledge alone, but what 
you do with what you know. The Bible says that 
“knowledge puffs up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). Knowledge can 
make you proud and actually retard spiritual growth. 
Only when knowledge conforms you to the image of 
Christ does it help you grow. 
 
Third, spiritual growth isn‟t necessarily related to 
religious activity. Some people think that they have 
grown spiritually if they have served on a committee, 
sung in the choir, or been otherwise active in the church. 
They assume that if they‟re busy, they must be growing 
spiritually. 
 
But the Pharisees were busy with religion, and no one 
was further from the truth than they were. In Matthew 
7:22-23 Jesus said, “Many will say to me on that day, 
„Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in 
your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?‟ Then I will tell them plainly, „I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!‟” Being busy doesn‟t even 
result in salvation, let alone spiritual growth. 
 
Finally, spiritual growth isn‟t necessarily related to 
prosperity.  Some people believe that because they have 
prospered, they have God‟s favor. If they possess much, 
they think that God has blessed them because they are 
such wonderful Christians. God may have blessed them, 
but that isn‟t necessarily an indication that they are 
spiritually mature. 
 
Spiritual growth is not mystical, sentimental, devotional, 
or psychological. It is not the result of some clever secret 
or formula. Spiritual growth is simply matching your 
practice with your position in Christ.  Your position in 
Christ is perfect: you have a righteousness from God 
(Romans 1:17). You are complete in Christ (Colossians 
2:10). You have all things that pertain to life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3). You have all spiritual blessings 



 

in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). But we need to make progress 
so that our practice moves toward our position in Christ. 
And it‟s a life-long journey. 
 
Next month we will look at some principles that will help 
us in our spiritual journey, but until then may we truly 
understand that growing spiritually should be the desire 
of very believer.   
 
May the Lord place a smile on your face and love and 
joy down deep in your heart as we serve the Lord and 
others. Be blessed and be a blessing!!!! 

 

                                     Pastor Baggett 

 
 
The Choir will practice Wednesday nights after mid-
week services and every Sunday morning at 8:30 
and Sunday night October 6th and  20th.   

 
VIP’S FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
September 1 – Connie, Alley & Abbey Cayton 
September 8  – Jennifer & Ayden Johnson 
September 22 – Debbi Baughan & Devon Lawson 
September 29 – Sharon Mayo 

 
IT DOESN’T MATTER CAFÉ 

 
The next It Doesn‟t Matter Café will be on October 
27th.  Eat in or take out service will be provided 
after the morning worship service.  The menu will 
include hamburger and gravy, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. The cost will be $7.00 per 
person.  Remember that the café revenue is used 
to help fund mission trips. Please come out and 
help support missions.   
 

HOMECOMING DECORATING 
 
The Decorating Committee and everyone who will 
help is asked to meet at 9:00 on Saturday October 
12th to set up for Homecoming. 

 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS UPDATES 

 

Mr. Travis & Mrs. Jesse Jones  

5403 A Kemper St 

Lubbock TX 79416 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
Pastor Baggett, 

 

I would like to thank you for allowing Ayden and 

Grifton schools to use your facility for our 1st Annual 

Ayden and Grifton Attendance Area Welcome Back 

luncheon for our teachers. Your congregation made 

us feel welcomed and special with the treats you 

provided. Also, I would like to thank Randy and 

Charles for being so generous with their time by 

cooking for us. Thank you for supporting us! 

 

Chena Cayton 

Principal   

 

Dear Prime-Timers, 

 

Donna and I had a good time at Prime-Timers, and 

the thank you gift was put away for the purchase of 

new music.   

 

Thanks again, 

Tommy Hodges 

 

Dear Elm Grove Church 

 

The Southern Bank team (Ayden) would like to 

thank you for thinking of us. The spaghetti lunch 

was very delicious! We look forward to seeing you 

soon. We are here to help with any of your financial 

needs! 

 

Thank you,  

Kinsey Hodges 

Chelsea Moye 

April Donaldson 

Pam Justice  

 
SNO 

 
Our next SNO will take place on October 20th at 
6:00. For our SNO program to work we need 
people to participate.  Please join us that night and 
be a blessing to someone else. 
 
 

DAY LIGHT SAVING TIME 
ENDS ON NOVEMBER 3

rd 



 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 

 
The next Laymen‟s League meeting will be held 
Sunday night October 6th at 6:00. We encourage 
all our men to come and help us that night. 
 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 

 

The October Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held 

October 6th at 6:00.  The devotional is entitled “Set 

Free in God‟s Grace.”  Please join us as we discuss 

and share stories from our lives proving that God 

indeed does set us free with His Grace. 

Come…You will receive a blessing. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Mary Briley 

AYDEN COURT MINISTRY 
 

Our next service at the Ayden Court will be on 
Monday October 7th.  Please plan to come and 
help us worship the Lord with the residents of 
Ayden Court.  
 

WILMINGTON CELEBRATION CHOIR 
 

The Wilmington Celebration Choir will be our 
guests on Sunday night October 27th beginning at 
6:00.  We encourage everyone to reserve that date 
and plan to be with us and bring some friends.  You 
will be blessed! 
 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 10th as we 
give honor to our staff here at Elm Grove Church 
during the worship service at 10:00.  Let us make 
this a day that shows them how much we 
appreciate them.   

 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

 
The Central Conference will meet on November 7th 
at First FWB Church of Greenville.  Registration will 
be from 8:30 until 9:00.  The Conference will be 
called to order at 9:00.  The key note speaker will 
be Rev. Justin Barnett and he will be speaking on 
the topic of evangelism and the impact it will have 
on our local churches.  We need three delegates 
plus anyone else who would like to attend.  If you 
would like to attend, please see the Pastor. 
 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Our quarterly business meeting will be held on 
Wednesday October 23rd beginning at 7:00.  We 
encourage all members to attend. 
 
 

 
 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to 
children in desperate situations worldwide through 
simple, gift-filled shoe boxes and evangelistic 
materials that tell the Good News of God‟s love. 
National Collection Week will be held November 
18-25.   Operation Christmas Child materials and 
brochures are at the foyer table.  Your gift-filled 
shoeboxes should be dropped off in the church 
foyer by Sunday, November 24th.  The shoeboxes 
will be taken to the drop off location on that Sunday 
or Monday morning.    If you do not desire to make 
a shoe box but would like to donate for this worthy 
cause, please turn your donation into the church 
office or please place it in the offering plate.  Make 
sure you designate what your gift is for.   
 

 
 
Join us for Fun Fest on Thursday, October 31, 
beginning at 5:30 pm in the Family Life Center.  
Fun Fest is a time of games, food, and fellowship 
for all ages.  A hotdog supper will be served.  We 
will need adults and teens to help with setting up 
the games and serving the food.  A sign-up sheet is 
at the foyer table.  Please help us by bringing 
individually wrapped candy to give away as 
prizes for the games.  Also, we need lots of 
cupcakes! Everyone is encouraged to wear 
costumes to Fun Fest, but please avoid ghoulish 
characters such as ghosts, witches, etc.      
 
 

HOMECOMING 2019 
 

Come join us for Homecoming on 
October 13th. 

 
 



 

               
October 2 -  Franklin Graham Crusade 
October 5 – FALL FESTIVAL 
October 6 – Group Meetings  
October 7 - Ayden Court 
October 7 – Deacons meeting 
October 13 – HOMECOMING 
October 20- SNO 
October 23 – Quarterly Business Meeting 
October 27 – It Doesn‟t Matter Café 
October 27 – Wilmington Celebration Choir 
October 31 – Fun Fest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elm Grove Free Will Baptist Church 
5403 Weyerhaeuser Road 
Ayden NC  28513 
Telephone #  (252) 746-3534 
Fax # (252) 746-7651 
E-mail - elmgrovefw@embarqmail.com 
Web-site – elmgrovechurch.us 
Facebook – facebook.com/ElmgroveOFWB 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
 

October 2 – Chicken Tenders 
October 9 – Hot Dogs 
October 16 – Tacos 
October 23 – Spaghetti 
October 30 – Breakfast Foods 

 


